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John 8:2-11          Sunday AM 

 

An English prince went to visit the king of Spain. The prince 

was taken to the galleys to see the men who were chained to 

the oars and doomed to be slaves for life. The King of Spain 

promised, in honor of the prince's visit, he’d set free any of 

the men the prince might choose. The prince went to the first 

prisoner and asked: "My poor fellow, I’m sorry to see you in 

this plight, how came you here?" He replied, "Sire, false 

witnesses gave evidence against me; I’m here wrongfully 

accused." The prince passed on to the next man. "My poor 

fellow, I’m sorry to see you here, how did it happen?" "Sire, 

I certainly did wrong, but not to any great extent. I ought not 

to be here." The prince continued one after another only to 

hear similar tales. At last he came to a man who said: "Sire, 

I’m often thankful I’m here, for I’m sorry to own that if I’d 

received my due I should’ve been executed. I’m guilty of all 

that was laid to my charge, and my severest punishment is 

just." The prince replied wittily to him, "It’s a pity such a 

guilty wretch as you should be chained among these 

innocent men – I shall set you free." Spurgeon 

 

Whenever I read this story, I was reminded of how Jesus 

responded to the woman in John 8 caught in adultery. This 

AM as we continue our series – Questions Jesus Asked, I 

want to consider the powerful question proposed by Jesus to 

this woman when He asked – has no one condemned you? 



At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts where all 

the people gathered around him – so He sat down to teach 

them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a 

woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the 

crowd and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught 

in the act of adultery. The Law Moses commanded us to 

stone such women. Now what do you say?” They were using 

this question as a trap, to have a basis for accusing him. But 

Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground w/ his 

finger. When they kept on questioning him, he straightened 

up and said, “Let any one of you who is w/out sin be the first 

to throw a stone at her.” Again he stooped down and wrote 

on the ground.  At this, those who heard began to go away 

one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, 

w/ the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up and 

asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?” “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn 

you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”  

 

I have to say there might not be a more critical Jesus 

encounter in Scripture nor a passage more depictive of the 

grace/mercy of God upon sinners like you and me.   

 

This Story reveals a wisdom so profound, a tenderness to 

sinners so delicate, a hatred of sin so intense, an insight into 

the human heart so searching it is impossible to suppose that 

the mind of man could’ve conceived of it or the hand of man 

could’ve invented it. F.B. Meyer 



We find in this text a woman deserving of condemnation – a 

woman guilty of sinning and deservedly is racked by shame. 

 

Guilt is the acknowledgement that you’ve done something 

wrong. It’s the burden of responsibility a person feels when 

they know they’ve sinned against God or have violated 

someone else’s standards. 

 

Shame is the remorse/embarrassment a person feels when 

they’ve let others down and the anticipation of the scorn or 

ridicule they believe they deserve. 

 

What we learn from this story is that the only antidote to 

guilt, shame, and condemnation is the grace/mercy of God. 

 

Recap. It’s early in the AM and a crowd has already 

assembled to hear Jesus. In the midst of His lesson a great 

commotion interrupts His words. A posse of Pharisees had 

invaded the lesson w/ a woman ½ clothed – but who was 

she? Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 

 

This was a serious charge – a sin punishable by death. Lev. 

20:10, says anyone caught in adultery was to be stoned to 

death. Yet something awry here b/c no one can commit 

adultery alone – and there’s no man to be condemned w/ her. 

Which means this episode reeks of a set up! 

 



Yet it’s obvious the Pharisees’ aren’t concerned w/ her or 

what they’re accusing her of doing – they wanted Jesus. 

After being upstaged/exposed over/over by Jesus, she was 

just a pawn in a bigger scheme.  

 

Challenge. Jewish Law specified that an adulterer was to be 

stoned for their sin, yet Roman law forbid the Jews from 

carrying out executions. So if Jesus condemns her, He breaks 

Roman law and will no longer be seen as a friend of sinners; 

but if He doesn’t, He breaks Jewish Law. In either case, 

Jesus is in a pickle. Yet not one of these Pharisees could’ve 

remotely anticipated Jesus’ response. So what does Jesus do? 

He stooped down to write in the dirt w/ his finger.  

 

As Jesus wrote, the Pharisees pressed, “What are you going 

to do here – should we stone her or not?” After a moment 

passes, Jesus stood up, looked at them eye-to-eye, and made 

one of the most profound statements in history: If any one of 

you is w/out sin, let him be the first one to cast a stone. 

  

Jesus said to them, if you’re so spiritual having met the 

standard of perfection set by God, then you have My consent 

to render an exact judgment. Otherwise, BACK OFF! 

 

They’re stunned. Confounded! Jesus had taken the wind out 

of their sails. They were certain this woman was going to be 

His downfall; but instead it was theirs.   



This is no longer about a woman caught in adultery but a 

group of religious people caught in self-righteous hypocrisy. 

 

Hypocrisy is pretending to be something you’re not – and it 

is the primary reason many people w/out Christ can’t seem 

to come to Christ. Most of the lost world likes Jesus, it’s the 

smug, hypocrisy of His so-called followers they can’t stand.  

  

Simple – if God is love, grace, and mercy, then those who 

know God best will exhibit love, grace, and mercy too.  

 

vs. 9 – But when they heard it... –  As the words left the lips 

Jesus, these pious pretenders knew they’d been bested. So 

they went away one at a time.    

 

Jesus awakened the conscience of each man and they fell 

under conviction so that one-by-one they realized all have 

sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.   

 

Now that her accusers were vanquished, Jesus turned His 

attention to her. Lest we forget, she was w/out question 

guilty. That’s what makes their exchange so remarkable.  

 

In the eyes of the crowd, she was a harlot to be avoided  

In the eyes of the Pharisee’s she was a pawn to be abused  

In the eyes of the Law she was deserving of judgment 

In her own eyes she was worthless/hopeless – a mess. 

But in Jesus’ eyes she was a prime candidate for grace 



Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are 

they? Has no one condemned you?” “No one, sir,” she said. 

“Then neither do I condemn you.”  

 

After being objectified by the Pharisees, Jesus treated this 

woman w/ dignity. woman – a term of endearment. It was 

the word Jesus used to address His mother in John 19:26. He 

didn’t look at her thru the lens of her failure, but thru the 

lens of her need for mercy/grace. 

 

Meaning – Jesus met her at the point of her need but 

w/compassion instead of w/ condemnation. Although she 

deserved His wrath, He met her w/ grace. This doesn’t 

mean He turned a blind eye to her sin or that He condoned 

her actions. Quite the opposite – He confronted her – but not 

to condemn her but to redeem her. In spite of her sinfulness 

– Jesus loved her more than He hated her sin. Instead of 

stoning her as she deserved – He offered her grace/mercy.   

 

Jesus RECEIVED her Guilt to REDEEM her Soul 

 

But when the kindness and love of God our Savior 

appeared, he saved us, not b/c of righteous things we had 

done, but b/c of his mercy. He saved us through the 

washing of rebirth and renewal by the H.S., whom he poured 

out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so 

that, having been justified by his grace; we might become 

heirs having the hope of eternal life. Titus 3:4-7 



Instead of making her face the consequences for her sin, 

Jesus took her sin upon Himself and in an act of mercy and 

grace, He died in her place – and in our place too. 

  

Remember – mercy is NOT getting what we deserve while 

grace is getting what we don’t deserve, 

 

Grace is unconditional acceptance given to an undeserved 

offender by an unobligated giver. Tullian Tchividjian 

 

This is what Jesus does – not only for this woman, but for us 

too. He offers grace when we deserve wrath, mercy instead 

of justice. Instead of giving us what we deserve; He offers us 

what we NEED – forgiveness. 

 

Jesus didn’t force forgiveness or impose grace. He offered 

them as a gift and she accepted them by faith. The same is 

true for us. We’re sinners saved by grace thru faith.  

 

True repentance is a change of mind so powerful that it 

actually changes the direction, attitudes, and actions of your 

life from sin to the direction of God. 

 

Jesus REMOVED her Shame to RESTORE her Life 

 

There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 

Jesus, b/c through Christ the law of the Spirit who gives life 

has set you free from the law of sin and death. Romans 8:1-2 



In Christ, thru His shed blood on the cross – we’ve been set 

free from the power, pain, and penalty of sin into a vibrant, 

intimate relationship w/ our Creator. Simply stated, His 

sacrifice has been applied to our account of debt – and the 

result is our account is now paid in full. 

 

In Him we have forgiveness through His blood the 

forgiveness of sin. Ephesians 1:7 

 

Does this sound like a God who’s standing around w/ a 

pocket full of rocks wanting to condemn us? Absolutely Not! 

 

But you have no idea of my sin. You’re right… I don’t! But 

I do know that when we’re in Christ we’ve been forgiven 

and set free from sin into his grace. 

 

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creation, the old is gone 

and all things have become new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

The blood Jesus shed on the cross is sufficient to cover the 

stain of our sin – removing from our record – Ps. 103:12 

 

Jesus took her brokenness and made her whole and He wants 

to do the same for everyone of us. 

 

My senior year of high school I walked away from God – 

Easter Sunday1984 God met me at the point of my need – 

embraced me – and restored me. 


