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Have you ever had anyone ask what you thought was a dumb 

question? Personally, I belief all questions are good b/c the 

nature of a question is to discover an answer/explanation to 

something for which we lack knowledge, understanding or 

insight. I agree w/ the quote – Don’t be afraid to ask dumb 

questions – b/c they’re easier to handle than dumb mistakes. 

 

While I don’t believe in dumb questions, I do believe we can 

ask wrong questions. I recently read of a missionary in South 

America who in an attempt to escape the sweltering heat of 

the Amazon asked the locals if he swam in the river to cool 

off if he'd be safe from the piranhas. The locals assured him 

that piranhas only bite people while the fish are swimming in 

schools – which they never did in that part of the river. So 

each afternoon for the rest of the summer, the missionary 

enjoyed cooling off in the river. Months later, the missionary 

learned that a local fisherman had fallen out of his boat and 

was lost. Alarmed, he asked his neighbors if the man had 

been eaten by piranhas. “Oh, no,” they assured, “Only while 

swimming in schools do piranhas bite people, and they never 

swim in schools around here.” When he asked why – the 

locals told him it was b/c the piranhas never swim in schools 

where there are alligators.” Moral – Asking the right 

questions and answering them correctly can mean the 

difference b/w being safe and being lunch! 



The same is true spiritually. As we’ll see today in the 

question Jesus asked His disciples – asking/answering the 

right questions can make the difference b/w where a person 

will spend eternity and how they’ll live their earthly life.  

 

If you’re just joining us, we’re in a series looking into a few 

of the 307 questions Jesus asked during his earthly ministry 

– questions that penetrated the heart and brought each/every 

person face-to-face w/ the Truth of God.  

 

I can assure Jesus never asked dumb questions – just the 

opposite, every question He asked was the right question at 

the right time for the right reason – and His questions always 

required a response, cleared up confusion, confronted a life, 

and challenged a destiny. Such is the question today. 

 

Context – Jesus raised the question of His identity to His 

disciples while they were on a retreat in the area of Caesarea 

Philippi at the base of Mt. Hermon in the northern boundary 

of OT Israel near to the city of Dan. The city was built by 

Herod the Great in dedication Augustus Caesar, but was 

renamed by his son, Philip the Tetrarch adding his name to 

distinguish it from Caesarea Maritime on the coast. CP was a 

resort and spiritual site where any/all gods were worshipped. 

In fact, the temple area housed one altar after another, side-

by-side, so visitors to the area, like a café, could pay homage 

to any god – so in the presence of a place of pagan worship – 

the Gates of Hell He asked – Who do you say I am?   



While He was praying in private and His disciples were w/ 

Him, He asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” They 

answered, “John the Baptist; others, Elijah; still others that 

one of the ancient prophets has come back.” “But you,” He 

asked them, “who do you say I am?” Peter replied, “God’s 

Messiah!” But He strictly warned and instructed them to tell 

this to no one, saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many 

things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and 

scribes, be killed, and be raised the third day.” Then He said 

to them all, “If anyone wants to come w/ Me, he must deny 

himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever 

wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

b/c of Me will save it. What is a man benefited if he gains the 

whole world, yet loses or forfeits himself?  Luke 9:18-26 

 

W/out question, this is the most critical question in life – 

who is Jesus? Our answer to this question will determine 

every decision, every detail, and the very destiny of our 

lives. For whoever Jesus is to you will either set your life on 

a course of following Him or it’ll set your life on a course of 

denying/defying Him.  

 

I’m reminded of the quote by Dietrich Bonhoeffer: When a 

man encounters Jesus, he must do one of two things – either 

he must die; or he must put Christ to death. 

  

A person’s answer to this question impacts their life in two 

primary ways: 



I Your Answer Determines Your ETERNAL Future 

 

If Jesus was who He said He was, and did what He said He 

did then what I believe about Him will become the 

determining factor for where I’ll spend eternity. 

 

Let me begin by saying there’s never been a time in history 

where the actual existence of Jesus fell into serious doubt. 

But Jesus isn’t the only one to ever claim to be God.   

 

In The Case for Christ, Lee Strobel wrote about a man 

named Sabatai Zebi. Born in 1626, this son of a chicken 

farmer was manic-depressive w/ a hypnotic speaking style. 

In 1648, he declared he was the Messiah. A few yrs later, he 

married a Polish prostitute and attracted 1000’s of followers 

by teaching that sexual promiscuity/nudity were virtues. In 

1666, he was arrested by Turkish authorities on charges of 

trying to overthrow the sultan. He was given a choice of 

being tortured to death or convert to Islam. He renounced his 

Jewish faith and took the name Mahmed Effendi. 

 

Or how about Jemima Wilkenson? She was born in 1752 

into a Quaker family in RI. She told people she had died 

when she was 20 but God had resurrected her. She ended up 

w/ more than 200 fiercely loyal disciples who believed she 

was their ticket to God. One day she was on the banks of a 

lake and announced she was going to walk on the water as 

Jesus had. She asked her followers, “Do you believe I can? 



They chanted, “Yes! Yes!” So she said, “Well in that case, 

there’s no need for me to actually do it” – and she walked 

home on dry land. When she died in 1820, she told her 

followers to not bury her b/c she was going to rise again. As 

her body slowly decomposed, the sect fell apart. 

 

And then there are those who accept Jesus existed but reject 

His divinity. They’ll say:  "Prophet, yes; God, no!" "Teacher, 

yes; Messiah, no!" "Incredible man, yes; Divine, no!" But 

there’s one problem. Our opinions don’t change His 

claims – and He said he was God in the flesh.   

 

Let me offer a little historical perspective to the identity of 

Jesus. The Council of Nicea was the 1st council to convene 

w/out fear of persecution to address an issue of heresy. The 

Council was a debate b/w Arius/Alexander on various 

aspects of the nature but not the deity of Christ. Arius 

taught Jesus was the sinless Savior, creator of the universe, 

but created by God the Father and not equal to the Father in 

substance/authority. He was more than a man but less than 

God. Alexander debated Jesus was pre-existent and equal to 

the Father and H.S. in substance and was the sinless Savior 

of mankind who died on the cross to make possible the 

redemption of all people. After reviewing the evidence, the 

bishops voted 316 to 2 w/ Alexander and crafted what we 

call the Nicene Creed: 

 



We believe in one God the Father, the Almighty, Maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. We believe 

in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true 

God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being w/ the 

Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for 

our salvation He came down from heaven: by the power of 

the H.S. he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was 

made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 3rd day He 

rose again in accordance w/ the Scriptures; He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. We believe in the H.S., the Lord, 

the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father. W/ the 

Father and the Son He is worshipped and glorified. He has 

spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic (universal) and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  

 

Truth – Jesus claims to be God boils down to one thing – 

the resurrection. The resurrection is the citadel of the 

Christian faith. It’s so central to the Christian faith that w/out 

it even the Apostle Paul said we are fools: 

 



If Christ hasn’t been raised, our preaching is useless and so 

is your faith…. if Christ hasn’t been raised, your faith is 

futile; you are still in your sins… 1 Cr. 15:14-19 

 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the 

crowning proof of Christianity. If the resurrection didn’t take 

place, then Christianity is a false religion. If it did take place, 

then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute truth. 

 

What you believe about the resurrection determines your 

eternal destiny – so as Occam’s Razor suggests: Is it better to 

believe and find out Jesus isn’t really God or not believe and 

discover He was God? In the first scenario of believing you 

lose nothing but have lived an honorable life serving your 

fellow man; but in not believing you lose everything. 

 

There is a 2nd thing a person’s answer to this question 

impacts – and that’s how one lives their earthly life. 

 

II Your Answer Defines Your EARTHLY Followship 

 

He said to them, “If anyone wants to come w/ Me, he must 

deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For 

whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life b/c of Me will save it. What is a man benefited if he 

gains the whole world, yet loses or forfeits himself? 

 



If a person believes Jesus to be the Messiah, then it should 

impact the priorities of one’s life. It impacts how we live!  

 

If we believe Jesus is God and the Savior of the world, then 

it will require our surrender to His will, mission, and Spirit. 

Meaning who He is and what He deems as important should 

become the priority of our lives. 

 

It will require we  – GIVE Up  (deny) 

     – GRAB Up (take) 

     – GO After  (follow) 

 

It implies our obedience/followship to His Word, His will, 

and His way. 

 

As we move into the Lord’s Table this AM as an act of 

remembrance, this question should be our guiding influence. 

 


