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Several yrs. ago, a prominent Canadian developer built a 

subdivision in the suburbs of Toronto. Apparently, the lots 

sold quickly and were built on even quicker – for when the 

next winter arrived w/ the rain, sleet, and snow, one house 

after another collapsed into sinkholes. Under pressure, the 

developer confessed the subdivision had been built over a 

landfill. Instead of bringing in good fill dirt to prepare good 

foundations, he simply built on top of the garbage. Such is 

basis of the penetrating question Jesus asked in Luke 6.  

 

In this familiar text, we find a piercing question followed by 

a probing parable that confronts each of us today as it did on 

the day Jesus first asked it in His Sermon on the Mount. 

 

If you’re just joining us, we’re in a series of messages 

looking into a few of the 307 questions Jesus asked during 

his earthly ministry – questions that penetrated the heart and 

brought each/every person face-to-face w/ the Truth of God.  

 

The particular question we’re going to look at this AM is 

found at the end of this amazing sermon. There’s no doubt 

the Sermon on the Mount was the central message of Jesus’ 

ministry. In this message we find the Beatitudes, the Lord’s 

Prayer, and a host of other essential teachings centered on 

the Kingdom of God.  



Yet the question we’re going to look at today comes at the 

end of this sermon – at the invitation. Now you all likely 

recognize the invitation might be the most important part of 

the message b/c it is the call to action. 

  

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I 

say? As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words 

and puts them into practice, I will show you what they’re 

like. They are like a man building a house who dug down 

deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, 

the floodwaters struck the house but could not shake it, b/c it 

was well built. But the one who hears my words and doesn’t 

put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the 

ground w/out a foundation. The moment the flood struck that 

house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

 

Jesus ends His message w/ a challenging question and a 

simple parable that He’s still asking people today who claim 

to be His followers – Why do you call me ‘Lord,’ yet not 

do the things I ask you to do? Why do you say one thing 

and then do something that’s a complete contradiction. 

 

James says it another way – if you say you have faith but 

your actions don’t match you words, something’s wrong. 

 

Let me state it another way – Talk is CHEAP! It’s easy to 

say one thing – like Jesus…, I love you and you’re my Lord 

– and quite another to back it up w/ action. 



I A Confusing CONTRADICTION 

 

Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do what I say? 

 

Here’s the deal – while they recognized His authority w/ 

their words, in their hearts they were living only for 

someone/something else – themselves. So Jesus asked – 

Why are your words/actions not alignment?  

 

Contextually, a crowd was pressing in around Jesus b/c they 

admired him and hoped he’d be more than their teacher – but 

also their rescuer. They not only wanted to hear His words 

and see and experience His miracles – they hoped He’d free 

them from Roman oversight.  

 

Truth – the people following Jesus had many different ideas 

about who He was. We know from Luke 9, some thought He 

was Elijah or John the Baptist from the grave, while others 

saw Him as an influential Rabbi; yet the vast majority saw 

Him as their kurios – meaning master or one w/ authority. 

 

By the fact they called Him Lord, Lord is major – to voice it 

once would’ve been a statement of respect, but to say it 

twice meant they claimed Him to be someone from God. 

 

So may I state the obvious – there are a lot of people who 

claimed faith in Jesus – calling Him their Lord/Savior – yet 

there’s nothing about their lives that back it up. 



Here’s the scary part – if we had a time machine and could 

go back to Jesus’ day and ask the avg. person what it meant 

to follow God – we’d likely get the same answer we’d get 

today if we polled everyone at a local Starbucks. 

 

We’d hear things like: goes to church/synagogue, is moral or 

keeps the Law, tithes, talks about their faith – etc. Yet this is 

NOT what God would say. Why? B/c following Jesus isn’t a 

scorecard to be talked but a transformed life to be walked! 

It’s not religious activity to be generated by flesh, but 

relational overflow to be expressed by faith. It’s not LIP 

service offered but LIFE expression shared. 

 

On more than one occasion Jesus spoke to this issue. In John 

15 he says if His followers abide in Him they’ll bear much 

spiritual fruit. Here in Luke 6, just previous to this question 

Jesus again spoke about the idea of fruitfulness.  

 

A good tree doesn’t produce bad fruit; on the other hand, a 

bad tree doesn’t produce good fruit. For each tree is known 

by its own fruit. Figs aren’t gathered from thornbushes, or 

grapes picked from a bramble bush. A good man produces 

good out of the good storeroom of his heart. An evil man 

produces evil out of the evil storeroom, for his mouth speaks 

from the overflow of the heart. Luke 6:43-45 

 

Jesus’ idea of fruitfulness is tied to what the H.S. does 

in/thru us instead of what we can manufacture in flesh.  



Example. The question right now in SBC life is why are we 

declining in baptisms/ attendance and how can we stop it?  

 

The problem is we’ve based our success on a scorecard that 

measures what we can achieve in our flesh: baptism, bodies, 

budgets, and buildings. We qualify our success by numbers. 

We think the solution is work harder/faster. The problem is 

we’re trying to solve a faith problem w/ a flesh solution. 

 

Every year I go to my LCR, the state/national conventions, 

and other religious meeting – and I hear the same thing over 

and over w/ the same results (what’s the def. of insanity). I 

was just at Lifeway last week to hear again how we can in 

our flesh solve our faith dilemma. STOP THE MADNESS! 

 

Our battle isn’t w/ flesh/blood – it’s spiritual. It reminds me 

of when the disciples went out in Jesus’ name under their 

power and Satan cleaned their clocks! Folks, right now, 

across all denominational lines – we’re getting our clocks 

cleaned and the enemy is laughing at our religious folly.  

 

Instead of doing ministry in “good” flesh powered by human 

ingenuity/perspiration – abide in Christ/walk in the Spirit. 

Try God’s way. But here’s what I know – if you can explain 

what’s happening, it’s likely b/c God’s not in it! And if the 

results you’ve garnered is b/c of some strategy or antic 

you’ve mustered up – then good luck keep it going.  

 



If God is in it, man cannot explain it! If God is in it, then 

lives are being radically transformed. So what is God’s way? 

 

II A Deliberate DECISION 

 

As for everyone who comes to me and hears my words and 

puts them into practice, I will show you what they’re 

like. They are like a man building a house who dug down 

deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, 

the floodwaters struck the house but could not shake it, b/c it 

was well built. But the one who hears my words and doesn’t 

put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the 

ground w/out a foundation. The moment the flood struck that 

house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete.” 

 

Jesus said a life that works and can stand the torrents of time 

is a life that’s built solely on the foundation of God and His 

Word; whereas a life that’s built on the ability/ingenuity of 

man’s wisdom will be destroyed by the floods of life. So He 

offers us (3) steps to laying a stable foundation. 

 

 A Step 1 – COME 

 

Come to Me, all of you who are weary and heavy laden, and 

I will give you rest. All of you, take up My yoke and learn 

from Me, b/c I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will 

find rest for yourselves. For My yoke is easy and My burden 

is light. Matthew 11:28-29 



This is one of the most misunderstood text in the NT. 

Oftentimes, people want to use it to say they can drop all of 

their burdens on Jesus and He’ll care for them – and while 

this is true, that’s not the meaning of this text. This text is 

about how the Israelites were exhausted from trying to keep 

all the rules in the Torah/Talmud which was never intended 

to save and bring peace – but to help us to see our sinfulness 

and need for a Savior. So Jesus took all of the Law/Prophets 

and condensed it into (2) rules – love God w/ all your heart, 

mind, soul, and strength and love your neighbor as you love 

yourself. And this is only possible thru God’s grace. 

 

We come to Jesus just as we are. We come as feeble, broken 

fleshlings incapable of saving ourselves and desperate for 

the grace and mercy of God. We come heavy laden and 

burdened by sin only to discover at the Cross that Jesus is 

sufficient to meet us at the point of our need w/ His grace. 

 

 B Step 2 – HEAR 

 

Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice and they follow me.” 

 

Whereas COME is about salvation and putting our hope in 

Christ and not in ourselves, to HEAR is about followship. It 

is about how to live this thing called the Christian life. And 

we live the Christian life the same way that we’re saved – by 

grace thru faith. 

 



It’s also befuddled me how many believers think once God 

has saved us by grace thru faith that somehow now we have 

this strange responsibility to live this awesome thing called 

the Christian life in our own strength and ability.  

 

Say – the Christian life is a life in the Spirit; not in my flesh!   

 

The trick is tuning our ears to our Shepherds voice and 

following Him. The way we tune into His voice is to turn our 

hearts/minds to the pages of His Word. See Video CLIP 

 

When I taught this in my first year here 6 ½ years ago. I 

shared a simple concept – Your frequency w/ God will 

help you to tune into the correct frequency w/ God. 

 

How many of you were here the day I made this shared this 

truth? Old dial-in tuner – I had it on static and was planning 

on tuning it to 93.3 to some Christian song, but something 

went wrong and I tuned into 94.1 and the lyric was – do you 

think I’m sexy! It was a powerful moment! 

 

 C Step 3 – LIVE 

 

My beloved brothers, understand this: Everyone must be 

quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger, for man’s 

anger does not accomplish God’s righteousness. Therefore, 

ridding yourselves of all moral filth and evil, humbly receive 

the implanted word, which is able to save you. But be doers 



of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. B/c 

if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a 

man looking at his own face in a mirror. For he looks at 

himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of 

man he was. But the one who looks intently into the perfect 

law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful 

hearer but one who does good works – this person will be 

blessed in what he does. James 1:19-25 

 

Once God speaks thru His Word by His Spirit, we’re to put it 

into practice – LIVE it! Under the leading/power of the H.S. 

we’re to continually apply God’s Truth to our lives. 

 

Now this isn’t easy b/c our flesh keeps getting baited and in 

the way; but neither is it impossible! We can experience the 

joy/power of the Christian life… we can walk by faith and 

not in flesh. It’s possible. The abiding life isn’t some 

spiritual fantasy but can be a reality as we surrender daily. 

 

Can I show you the results of such a life? 

 

Warren and Pam Adams – The Adams lived on the coast 

in Gilchrist, TX. In 2005 when Hurricane Rita made landfall, 

it decimated their home – a total loss. Yet b/c they loved 

their community they decided to rebuild. Only this time, they 

consulted a higher authority – and they spared no expense. 

Warren contacted a former engineering client and the firm 

told the Adams exactly how to build their home.  



First, they dug 25 ft and poured massive, re-enforced footing 

– and out of those footings 19 ft steel piers – and from there 

they finished the house to the exact specks as recommended.  

 

Fast forward 3 years to Hurricane Ike. Ike made landfall 

packing sustained winds of 110 mph w/ gust over 140 mph. 

The storm surge was 14 ft high. And the damage was once 

again catastrophic to the area – everything was leveled – like 

an atomic bomb had gone off. Everything but one thing…  

 

Do you want to see what a life built on God’s Truth looks 

like when the torrents of life hit? Do you want to see a 

picture of what happens when we listen to the Divine expert 

and built our house according to His specks?  

 

Here’s a physical demonstration… for when the National 

Guard flew over the devastation – this was the picture they 

took… The only thing left standing was the Adam’s home. 

B/c it was built to specks – b/c they listened to the experts – 

they’re house was the only structure standing. 

 

Re-read TEXT 

 

COME – HEAR – LIVE – If Jesus is your Lord, then you 

must do as He says!  

 


