
QJA – Why are You Looking for the Living…  3/30/18 

Luke 24:1-12         Sunday AM 

 

A man from MN traveled to FL on business and had planned 

for his wife to fly down the next day to join him for a 

vacation. When the man arrived he discovered the hotel had 

computers in the lobby for guests to use to surf the web and 

send emails so he sent an email to his wife. The only 

problem was he got (1) letter wrong in the address so instead 

of going to his wife, he accidently emailed a pastor’s wife 

who’d recently lost her husband. When the widow received 

the email, all her family heard was a scream followed by a 

loud thud b/c she had fainted. The email read: 

 

To: My loving wife     Subject: I’ve arrived 

 

You’re probably surprised to hear from me, but they have 

computers here now. I see all the details have been made for 

your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to seeing you then! 

P.S. It sure is hot down here! 

 

For those of you just joining us, we’re in a series entitled – 

Questions Jesus Asked. As I’ve shared thru this series, Jesus 

was the Master question-asker as during His earthly ministry 

He asked some 307 questions – questions that penetrated the 

heart and brought each/every person face-to-face w/ the 

Truth of God. 

 



This AM though, there’s a bit of a twist, as the question 

we’re going to look at wasn’t actually asked by Jesus but 

about Jesus by the angelic beings at the tomb.  

 

On the 1st day of the week, very early in the AM, the women 

took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 

They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 

While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in 

clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In 

their fright the women bowed down w/ their faces to the 

ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the 

living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! 

Remember how he told you, while he was still w/ you in 

Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the 

hands of sinners, be crucified and on the 3rd day be raised 

again.’” Then they remembered his words. When they came 

back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven 

and to all the others. It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary 

the mother of James, and the others w/ them who told this to 

the apostles. But they didn’t believe the women, b/c their 

words seemed to them like nonsense. Peter, however, got up 

and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen 

lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself 

what had happened. Luke 24:1-12 

 

Why do you look for the living among the dead? This is a 

simple question! Yet it begs the question of was Jesus dead? 



I Was Jesus Really DEAD? 

 

Truthfully, unless you live in Senoia, it’s not normal to go 

looking for the dead among the living. So why would anyone 

go looking for the living among the dead? This is precisely 

the question posed by the angels to the women who came to 

tomb that 1st Easter AM. And this is the question I’d like us 

to consider today. Why? 

 

The bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the 

crowning proof of Christianity. If the resurrection didn’t take 

place, then Christianity is a false religion. If it did take place, 

then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute truth. 

 

Now before we can consider the question posed by the 

angels, we must 1st address whether or not Jesus was truly 

dead. For this is one of the ideas many skeptics like to 

suggest to question the credibility of the resurrection. 

 

While there are a number of theories/variations, the primary 

theory which most others find their existence is the Swoon 

Theory which was introduced in 1828 by Heinrich Paulus. 

Paulus suggested that Jesus didn’t really die but fainted; and 

then once in the tomb extricated himself from His grave 

clothes, rolled the stone away, and escaped unnoticed.  

 

Safe to say, there are a number of problems w/ this theory. 



Jewish law required that the body of an executed criminal 

couldn’t remain up all night or it’d defile the land God had 

given the Jews (Dt. 12:23). Roman custom was to leave the 

bodies for days to remind of Rome’s power. Yet b/c it was 

Passover, the Jews asked to speed up the process; so the 

soldiers broke the legs of those crucified so they couldn’t 

push up to breathe. When they got to Jesus was already dead. 

 

B/c the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses 

during the Sabbath they asked Pilate to have the legs broken 

and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and 

broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified w/ 

Jesus, and then those of the other. John 19:31-32 

 

These Roman soldiers knew death. They were professional 

executioners. There’s no way they would’ve let Jesus off the 

Cross if He was alive. To make such a mistake would’ve 

been their own death sentence. So to make sure, John tells us 

one of the soldiers plunged a spear in Jesus side. 

 

The weight of historical/medical evidence indicates Jesus 

was dead before the wound to His side was inflicted and 

supports the traditional view the spear, thrust b/w His right 

ribs, probably perforated not only the right lung but also the 

pericardium and heart and thereby ensured His death.  

Accordingly, interpretations based on the assumption that 

Jesus didn’t die on the cross appear to be at odds w/ modern 

medical knowledge. Dr. William Edwards – Medical Journal 



Consider the Facts – forget that when the centurion pierced 

Jesus’ side w/ a spear in which blood/water flood (signifying 

death) – how could anyone survive 40 lashes from a Roman 

soldier, the walk to Golgotha carrying a cross-timber, hours 

on a cross dying of asphyxiation, and then  basically being 

mummified in spices/grave clothes? But just for grins, let’s 

suppose somehow Jesus survived this cruelty and extricated 

himself – how does a man w/ such wounds roll a boulder 

uphill and then walk 14 miles that afternoon to Emmaus? 

 

So Jesus was w/out question dead. And after His death, 

Joseph of Arimathea received permission to bury Christ’s 

body in his own tomb just prior to the start of the Sabbath. 

The women who had attended Jesus followed Joseph and 

saw the tomb and how Jesus’ body was laid in it. They then 

rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 

 

II Was the Tomb Really VACANT? 

 

Now it was Sunday AM, the Sabbath is over – so the women 

made their way to the tomb taking spices to attend/anoint. 

Rest assured though, they went fully expecting to find Jesus 

body buried in the tomb. Instead, we read: They found the 

stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. They went looking 

for Jesus among the dead, and couldn’t find him b/c He was 

risen from the dead! 



As amazing as it might seem, the question as to whether or 

not Jesus' tomb was empty has never had much dispute b/c 

there’s no plausible response to disprove it. In fact, there are 

only (3) options:  

 

 Stolen by the Romans – would’ve created a riot  

 Stolen by the Jews – but they would’ve produced it  

 Stolen by the Disciples – then why martyrdom 

 

Let’s consider the disciples. There’s no doubt something 

changed these men who followed Jesus. They went from 

running scared for their lives to engaging the world in Jesus’ 

name only to die a martyr’s death b/c they were absolutely 

convinced Jesus had arisen from the dead. Church History 

tells us that all of them were martyred except for John. 

 

 Matthew was martyred in Ethiopia from by sword 

 Mark died in Egypt dragged by horses thru Alexandria  

 Luke was hanged in Greece 

 Peter was crucified upside down 

 James ½ brother, thrown off temple/beaten w/ club 

 James the son of Zebedee was beheaded in Jerusalem   

 Bartholomew was flayed w/a whip in Asia. 

 Andrew was crucified after being whipped 

 Thomas was speared while preaching in India 

 Jude was killed w/ arrows for not denying his faith 

 Matthias was stoned and then beheaded 



Chuck Colson offered an interesting perspective on this idea 

– read excerpt from Christianity on Trial – 208-209 

 

If there had been no crucifixion/resurrection verifying the 

prophecies that Jesus was God, there’d be no reason for 

martyrdom. There’d be no Christianity in the form we know 

today. Who would ever die for a fake Messiah who just 

'claimed' to be God, whose prophecy of his own resurrection 

was false?  Muncaster 

 

Sadly, I think far too many people are still looking for Jesus 

among the dead – even some hoping they don’t find Him. If 

you’re looking for Jesus among the dead, I can assure you 

that you won’t find him either – Why? B/c He is not there. 

 

One such man was Albert Henry Ross was a man who went 

looking for Jesus among the dead. Born in 1881, Ross was a 

British journalist who wrote under the pseudonym of Frank 

Morison. Flat out, Ross wasn’t a Christian but a raging 

skeptic who felt the stories of Jesus were nothing more than 

myth/legend – in particular, the story of the resurrection. So 

Ross had a brilliant idea. Why not prove the resurrection 

never happened? Why not use his research skills as a 

journalist to dig into history to prove Jesus never rose from 

the dead? He’d do his research and then write a book 

presenting the historical facts about Christ and the events 

surrounding his death. And so Frank Morison went looking 

for Jesus among the dead. Only he never found Jesus! 



What he did find is exactly what Luke said in verses 2-3: He 

found the stone rolled away, but he instead of finding the 

body of Jesus, Frank Morison, aka, Albert Ross, found the 

risen Christ and put his faith in him as Lord/Savior. Morison 

research can be found in the book, Who Moved the Stone? In 

particular, I like the title of the 1st chapter – The Book that 

Refused to Be Written. Here’s what he wrote in the preface: 

 

This study is in some ways so unusual and provocative that 

the writer thinks it desirable to state here very briefly how 

the book came to take its present form. In one sense, it could 

have taken no other, for it is essentially a confession, the 

inner story of a man who originally set out to write one kind 

of book, and found himself compelled by the sheer force of 

circumstances to write quite another. It isn’t that the facts 

themselves altered, for they are recorded imperishably in the 

monuments and in the pages of human history. But the 

interpretation to be put upon the facts underwent a change. 

Somehow the perspective shifted; not suddenly, as in a flash 

of insight or inspiration, but slowly, almost imperceptibly, 

by the very stubbornness of the facts themselves. 

 

Frank Morison set out to write a book to disprove the 

resurrection of Jesus and ended up writing what has become 

a Christian classic on the evidence for the resurrection.  

 

 

 



III Does My Response Really MATTER? 

 

May I point out (1) final item? Notice from this text the 

choice we each are required to make concerning the empty 

tomb and the question at hand – why do you seek the living 

among the dead? We can respond in 1 of 3 ways: 

 

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these 

things to the Eleven and to all the others. It was Mary 

Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 

others w/ them who told this to the apostles. But they didn’t 

believe the women, b/c their words seemed to them like 

nonsense. Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. 

 

 Respond as the WOMEN – you can believe/give witness 

 Respond as the DISCIPLES – doubt/do nothing 

 Respond as the Apostle PETER – check it out for self   

 

This week I had a conversation about Jesus w/ a friend 

whose beliefs are different from mine. And having just 

spoken last week on the question Jesus asked – Who do you 

say that I am? I asked him, “What if he’s right and I’m 

wrong and Jesus wasn’t the Messiah? What have I lost?” He 

said, “Not much if anything!” Then I asked, “But what if 

you’re wrong and I’m correct – and Jesus is the Messiah?” 

He said, “Then I will have lost eternity!” And I replied, 

“Don’t you think then it is at least worth investigating?”    

  



So back to the question the angels asked – Why do you seek 

the living among the dead? Why? So we can have a 

relationship w/ God and we can know where we’re going. 

 

Several yrs ago, Charlotte, NC held an event to honor Billy 

Graham. When he got up to speak He commented that he’d 

bought a new suit for the occasion and that this suit would be 

the suit he’d be buried in. Then he told a story about Albert 

Einstein traveling from Princeton on a train. The conductor 

came in to punch his tickets, and the Einstein couldn’t find 

it. He searched all his pockets – but no ticket. The conductor 

said, “Dr. Einstein, we know who you are, and I’m sure you 

bought a ticket – don’t worry about it.” Einstein thanked the 

man. A few min. later as the conductor walked by, he saw 

the Einstein on his hands/knees searching under his seat for 

his ticket. The conductor said, “Dr. Einstein, I told you not to 

worry about your ticket. I know who you are – it’s okay.” 

Einstein said, “Sir, I too know who I am. What I don’t know 

is where I’m going.” Then BG said, “When you see me in 

my casket wearing this suit – have no fear for I not only 

know who I am; I know where I’m going.” 

  

Do you know where you are going? To know you 1st have to 

answer the question – Why do you seek the living among the 

dead? You have to answer the question of the resurrection! 

So what do you say? 


