
 

 

Press On – Graduate Sunday               5/20/18 

Philippians 3:12-14                    Sunday AM 

 

Good AM – and what a special day it is as we celebrate a 

major milestone in the lives of these students/families. 

Congratulations students – you did it! Parents congrats to 

you too… b/c you didn’t kill’em in the process. 

 

Today I want to take a break from our Lord’s Prayer series 

to offer an encouragement to our graduates as they open a 

new chapter in their lives. 

 

As I’ve been praying for today I've been drawn to a passage 

in Philippians 3 that encompasses a simple yet challenging 

word of encouragement to all of us about the essential 

priorities of life. 

 

As most of you are aware, apart from Jesus – the Apostle 

Paul is arguably the most important/influential person in the 

N.T. Prior to his miraculous conversion on the Road to 

Damascus, he was a persecutor/instigator of great troubles 

for the early church. But after his encounter w/ God, his life 

became a great adventure for God’s glory – and in this text, 

he shares a snippet of His story and his new priorities. 

 

READ – Philippians 3:1-14  

 



 

 

As I’ve reflected on this text, I believe there are a six life 

lessons we can glean from Paul that if we apply them to our 

lives today can launch our lives in a direction which will 

allow us to walk worthy of the Lord and put a smile on His 

face. They will provide us w/ the tools/skills we need to 

succeed in life in a many which honors God. 

 

I GIVE Jesus His Rightful Place in Your Life 

 

…rejoice in the Lord… 

 

This is an invitation to see life thru a different lens and to 

pursue w/ a higher sense of purpose. 

 

I have a confession to make this AM – 34 yrs removed from 

my graduation from HS, I vaguely remember anything from 

that time. I remember attending my baccalaureate and 

graduating; but I neither remember the people sitting around 

me nor a word that was spoken. But let me tell you the one 

thing I do remember profoundly – I had settled in my heart I 

was going to live to honor the Lord. I had settled that I was 

going to live following His leading.  

 

rejoice – return to the source of your joy – this is a reference 

to who/what is going to be the object of your affection – who 

or what is going to be your life motivation/guide. 



 

 

This is the most essential decision a person has to make in 

life b/c it determines who’s going to call the shots – who’s 

going to determine your priorities – and how every decision 

is going to be made. It determines who’s going to be God!  

 

If Paul were here today, he’d say to all of us, “The most 

important decision in life you’ll ever make is what you’re 

going to do w/ Jesus. Is He going to be your Lord/Savior w/ 

whom you seek first His kingdom and righteousness, or is 

He going to be a passing thought, a co-pilot of 

inconvenience, or figment of imagination?  

 

I want to assure you as you head into this next chapter of 

life, no matter where it might take you… you will have to 

decide what you’re going to do w/ Jesus and if you’re going 

to call the shots or if He’s going to lead the way? And btw, 

there’ll be many suitors, most of whom will make great 

promises of bringing you a sense of purpose/fulfillment, but 

won’t be able to deliver.   

 

This is the reason for the compass – every time you see it, I 

hope it’ll remind you of your TRUE NORTH! I hope it’ll 

remind you that no matter what wrong turns you might make 

in life, you can always find your way back to God. I hope 

it’ll point you to God’s compass – His Word. For if you stay 

in the Word, you’ll be less likely to lose your way b/c His 

Word is a lamp unto your feet and a light unto your way.  



 

 

You have a choice to make – what will you choose? Joshua 

to the Israelites – Now fear the Lord and serve him w/ all 

faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped 

beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the 

Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then 

choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve… But as 

for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. 24:14-15 

 

II CHOOSE Your Friends and Your Heroes Wisely 

 

Watch out for those dogs, those mutilators of the flesh… 

 

Paul said something similar to the Corinthians to help them – 

Bad company corrupts good morals. 1 Cr. 15:33 

 

There are people who if you hitch your wagon to their 

wagons are going to take you down a road of regret. So who 

you pick as your friends and mentors matters. Their 

values/influence – reputation/actions will have an impact on 

your life. So make sure the people you hang out w/ and 

idolize are going to help you be the best you that you can be. 

 

III TRUST in God’s Reliability Not in Your Ability  

  

For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by 

his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no 

confidence in the flesh… 



 

 

When I read this verse my mind immediately goes for my 

life verse – Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord w/ all of your 

hearts, and lean not on your own understanding, but in all of 

your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your steps. 

 

Trust God – Not Self + Put God first = His Guidance 

 

This is no easy task b/c God has created us to be competent, 

able persons. He has gifted us w/ abilities that enable us to 

go far in life even independently of Him – and the world we 

all live in demands the best of us w/ or w/out God. Yet God 

has more for us than what this life can offer, and the only 

way we can experience this blessing is to trust in Him.  

 

I believe to do this we have to learn to tune our ears to God’s 

voice in His Word and Spirit so we can walk under the 

influence of His leading. We can walk in the Spirit or we can 

walk in the flesh. We can follow God or we can chase after 

our own wants/ambition. We can walk by sound or walk by 

sight.  

 

Book: Whisper – how to tune your ears to God’s voice 

 

IV THINK Rightly of Yourself 

 

If someone thinks they have reason to put confidence in the 

flesh… 



 

 

Did you know you’ve been fearfully/wonderfully made – 

knit together by God – that means you are special and that 

God has a plan for your life? Yet that doesn’t mean we 

should ever think more highly or lowly of ourselves – but to 

think RIGHTLY of ourselves. 

 

Who you are will always be more important than anything 

you might accomplish according to the economy of man. 

Five min. of earthly fame means nothing in the light of 

eternity. All the possessions in the world will never quench 

the thirst of more – but the ability to look at yourself in the 

mirror w/out regret, and the ability to look into the mirror of 

God’s Word w/out remorse – this is truly priceless. So be 

honest w/ yourself about who you are and what you can do.  

  

V Great REWARD Comes by Great SACRIFICE 

 

Whatever were gains to me I consider loss for the sake of 

Christ… 

 

I think Paul is saying that for life to really have meaning and 

purpose we have to live for a cause greater than ourselves – 

and such a life requires great sacrifice.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 A Take Personal Responsibility for Yourself 

 

If you go through life living entitled thinking someone owes 

you or someone is always going to be there to bail you out, 

then you’re going to be severely disappointed. You’re only 

going to get out of life what you’re willing to put into it. And 

that requires sacrifice. 

 

 B Live to Make a Difference 

 

Don’t live to pad your resume – live to make an impact on 

the lives of others – to make a real difference. In fact, I want 

to offer you a guarantee (life doesn’t have many)?  

 

If you will choose to live to make a difference your 

resume/references will take care of themselves and you will 

find a greater sense of fulfillment than you can imagine.  

 

 C Always Give Your Best Effort 

  

Never settle for the good when you can be/have the best. 

Never settle for mediocrity or cut corners – instead always 

give your best effort. 

 

Repeat – In everything you do in word and deed, do it to the 

glory of God. Colossians 3:17 

 



 

 

VI Leave the Past to LIVE Today for Your Future 

 

Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize which God 

has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

Let me assure you, you don’t want to be that person (and 

there will be one/two) who 30 yrs from now is still living out 

of your HS memories – living in the past.  

 

Close this chapter and open a new one – there’s an amazing, 

great adventure to be experienced you will hardly be able to 

believe – but it’ll require that you cut the cord of the past. 

It’ll require you to embrace the great adventure of life. 

 

Here’s what I think Paul is saying – if you’ll untether 

yourself from the past, not forgetting it, but not allowing it to 

hold you back – and if you will launch into your future w/ 

your default set to YES God instead of NO God – I CAN 

instead of I CAN’T – and I WILL instead of I WON’T – 

then you will be well on your way to experiencing the life 

God planned for you – and your life will make a difference 

that just might resonant into eternity for the glory of God.     

 

Leave it on the Mat  


