


Chapter Five 

Enduring Faith 
How can an enduring faith persevere through suffering to live selflessly, 

victoriously and boldly for Jesus Christ? 

Cultural Christianity, at its core, professes to know Christ but does not 
possess Christ. Like the athlete who dresses the part but does not know 
how to play the game, Christians who look the part but do not live the 
reality of being in Christ are simply going through the motions. Cultural 
Christianity is rampant in our day, and it is the most dangerous barrier to 
the Gospel.  

In the previous chapter, James mentions a life that professes to know 
Christ but does not plan their life as if God exists (4:13-17). This 
disconnect comes from a life that is consumed by something other than 
Christ. Their attention is taken away by something more attractive or 
desirous. If one of the Old Testament prophets could weigh in on this, 
they would call it idolatry. Idolatry is that which competes for the glory of 
God; God will have no competition, for He has no rival. God commands 
His people to have no other god before Him (Exodus 20:3-5), nor to 
make any image that would represent a god, even one that would 
represent Him. God is above all things! 

For James, this topic was critical to the church’s understanding of what 
was going on around them. They were under heavy persecution, and that 
tested their faith daily. With people around them losing their livelihood, 
losing their families, and losing their own lives, the testing of their faith in 
Christ was bent against the pull of a life which offered them ease and 
comfort. Following Jesus in that day was not easy. The pull of society 



which dove deep into the pools of pagan practices, also offered a variant 
route to life satisfaction through materialism - the worship of material 
things. This life direction played well into the hands of those who 
planned their life independently from God. The problem for the church 
was that the people were seeing this lived out before them, and they 
were confused, tempted and left with a feeling of perhaps being left out. 
James reminds them to consider the plight of the rich, be patient in their 
suffering and pray with strengthened faith. This is how James wraps up 
his letter. He confronts cultural Christianity once more with the call for 
Enduring Faith - the kind of faith in Christ that resists the pull of 
materialism, is patient in suffering and lives out the power of passionate 
prayer. 

The church needed enduring faith as they grew up into Christ. The 
church today needs enduring faith as it faces the challenges of 
materialism, tolerance to sin, compromise of every kind, indifference to 
the cause of Christ and a growing apathy by the church to the needs of a 
society without hope and without God in this world. Never before have 
we had more access to the Gospel, and never before have we had the 
indifference to seeing the nations come to know Christ. This is not a time 
to relax and remember the victories of yesterday. There are battles to be 
fought, not for victory, but from victory. There are spiritual battles to be 
fought against the forces of wickedness who desire to crush the 
testimony and witness of churches in every community. There are 
spiritual battles to be fought against the forces of darkness trying to 
divide families and bring ruin to lives across our land. There are spiritual 
battles to be fought against the enemy who desires to squelch the voice 
and passion of millions of believers who would rise up and proclaim that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. What today’s church needs to combat these attacks 
is Enduring Faith. 



Read It! 

James 5:1-20 
1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 
2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver 
have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your 
flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the 
laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against 
you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You 
have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts 
in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He 
does not resist you. 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer 
waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the 
early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of 
suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard 
of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord 
is compassionate and merciful. 

12 But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any 
other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall 
under condemnation. 

13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing 
praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer 
of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has 
committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to one another 
and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person 
has great power as it is working.17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he 
prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not 
rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore 
its fruit. 



19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings 
him back, 20 let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will 
save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

Study It! 

What does Enduring Faith look like for every child of God? 

I. Enduring Faith Does Not Get Caught in the Trap of 
Materialism (5:1-6) 

People love to brag about what thy possess, don’t they? A man was 
bragging to his neighbor one day about an expensive hearing aid he 
had recently purchased. He said, "I just bought a new hearing aid. It cost 
me four thousand dollars, but it’s state of the art. It’s perfect." The 
neighbor looked impressed and replied, ”Really? What kind is it?" The 
man responded, "Twelve thirty.” 

What is Materialism?  
It’s the sinful attitude toward the stuff you have; the attitude that elevates 
the craving for more over a craving for God. Materialism is not about 
how much or how little you have, but about your attitude and the 
position stuff takes in your life. The reason materialism should not be 
bondage in a Christian’s life is that their life has been changed by Jesus 
Christ. First Corinthians 6:9-10 says, “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; 
neither the sexually immoral, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor men who 
practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy…will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the Spirit of our God.” 



Being redeemed by Jesus Christ gives the believer the power over sin, 
that it is not to master us (Romans 6:12-14). Only when believers see 
God’s provision in the wrong light, do they get off track and begin seeing 
possessions as the culture around them sees them. Author and pastor, 
Tony Evans, writes in his book, The Perfect Christian:  

“We are headed toward the sin of materialism when we start looking at 
God’s blessings as an end in themselves instead of as a God-given 
opportunity to serve His eternal purposes. The materialist expects gold to 
do what only God can do.” Not only that, but Christians grow callous to 
the needs around them. Author David Nystrom writes, “Money has the 
potential to cause us to ignore God and to become callous to the needs 
of our brothers and sisters, and it will result in judgment if we have used 
wealth selfishly. The love of money has this power because we are so 
easily blinded to the strength of its allure, and we ignore it to our peril.” 

So, how do you handle materialism so that it does not handle you? 

A. You Have to See Materialism the Way God Sees It 

 1. Materialism is Corrosive.  
James 5:3 “Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be 
evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire.” 

James calls out the temporary and destructive nature of gold and silver 
(riches). Jesus said it like this in Mt. 6:20 “Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 
and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, whether neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

God never intended the things He made to be a substitute for Him.  



The problem is that possessions eat away a proper perspective of how 
things really are – “You have laid up treasure in the last days.” Thinking 
that life goes on forever, people lay up treasure for that “rainy day” or just 
hoard it thinking that someday they might need it, when in reality, money 
is temporary and meant to not only provide but to share. 

Remember the Rich and Foolish Farmer (Luke 12:13-21)? When the rich 
farmer could think of nothing more to do with his possessions than store 
them up for himself, God called him - “Fool!” He went on to say in the 
parable, “This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have 
prepared, whose will they be? So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.” Listen, you will never see a U-Haul 
hitched to a hearse. The problem comes, not, when we provide an 
inheritance for our family, but when we hoard everything for ourselves. 
We are to care for our families (1 Timothy 5:8), and the Bible teaches that 
we should be good managers of our money for our children’s sake 
(Proverbs 13:22). However, when we hoard what we have selfishly, 
everything we have falls apart, disintegrates, and corrodes into nothing. 

  a. It Eats at You 
James goes even deeper. He says that materialism eats away at your life 
(5:3) like the flesh eating disease, Necrotizing Fasciitis. It consumes you…
your thinking, your time, your relationships, your security, & your 
finances. Materialism eats away at your life while you ignore the bites. We 
think that nothing is wrong, but fail to see that life as Jesus lived and 
commands is foreign to our tradition, understanding or willingness to 
live out. 



In his book, Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, Ronald Snider, writes: 

 “Most Christians in the Northern Hemisphere simply do not believe 
Jesus’ teaching about the deadly danger of possessions. We all know 
that Jesus warned that possessions are highly dangerous – so dangerous 
in fact that it is extremely difficult for a rich person to be a Christian at all. 
Christians in the US live in the richest society in the history of the world 
surrounded by a billion hungry neighbors. Yet…we insist on more and 
more. If Jesus was so un-American that he considered riches dangerous, 
then we must ignore or reinterpret His message….I used to think, when I 
was a child, that Christ might have been exaggerating when he warned 
about the dangers of wealth. Today I know better. I know how hard it is to 
be rich and still keep the milk of human kindness. Money has a 
dangerous way of putting scales on one’s eyes, a dangerous way of 
freezing people’s hands, eyes, lips and hearts.”  

  b. It leads to abuse and ignores other’s needs (4-6)  

James points out to the church that those who are caught up in 
materialism are those who have abused those working for them, lived in 
luxury and self-indulgence and fattened their hearts in a day of slaughter. 
They have condemned and murdered the righteous person. James says 
this because he knows that when a person has wealth it tends to change 
their character and conduct. It certainly does not have to and one could 
point to a multitude of examples where wealthy believers generously 
lead their lives impacting thousands with the Gospel. Truett Cathy, 
founder of Chick-fil-a, is an example of one man who developed a billion 
dollar business but sought God to use his money and influence in a way 
that would expand the kingdom of God. When commenting on his 
decision to close on Sunday and allow that day to be for faith and family, 



Truett Cathy said, “I was not so committed to financial success that I was 
willing to abandon my principles and priorities. One of the most visible 
examples of this is our decision to close on Sunday.” What an example 
and witness to the world of God’s favor on those who live by biblical 
principles. Mr. Cathy used his wealth and influence in the right way. 
When God blesses His people, they cannot allow their wealth and 
influence to be used in an abusive manner. 

Question: How have you seen materialism impact the way people view 
or treat others? ____________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

How can people in the church who are wealthier than others use their 
influence corruptively? _____________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 2. Materialism is Costly (1-2)  
Not only does James point to the corrosive nature of materialism, but he also 
speaks of the cost. He says in 5:1 “Come now, you rich, weep and howl, for the 
miseries that are coming upon you.” Materialism costs you joy & peace. James  
calls the effects of materialism,  “miseries”. The bible uses that word here and in 
Romans 3:16 talking about the ungodly “whose feet are swift to shed blood 
and the way of peace they have not known.” James warns the rich of the 
impending judgment to come where their heart is exposed! Strong words to 
those consumed by materialism. In essence, James is saying to the rich, “You 
had so much of this world’s possessions but you failed to possess the treasure 
of your redemption from sin!” 



Question: Why do people struggle with contentment? __________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

What is your greatest struggle when it comes to material things? __________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

To combat the pull of materialism, believers have to view it like God does, but also… 

B. You Have to See God’s Blessings the Way God Intends Them 

God intends His blessings to lead us to a more thankful heart. Nothing you 
possess do you possess because you are worthy of them. Anything you have 
earned has come from the hands of the One who gave you the ability to earn it. 
God reminded His people of this principle in Deuteronomy 8:17-18 when He 
said, “Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand 
have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He 
who gives you power to get wealth…”. 

God intends His blessings to be reciprocated on others. God blessed you, now 
you give back! The more blessings you have, the more God expects from you!  
Luke 12:48 says, “When someone has been given much, much will be required 
in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be 
required.” Furthermore, think about this, when we give, God gives back to us! 
Luke 6:38 says, “Give away your life; you'll find life given back, but not merely 
given back--given back with bonus and blessing. Giving, not getting, is the way. 
Generosity begets generosity" God’s blessings must flow outward, not inward! 



“We must rapidly begin the shift from a “thing-oriented” society to a “person-
oriented” society. When machines and computers, profit motives and property 
rights are considered more important than people, the giant triplets of racism, 
materialism and militarism are incapable of being conquered.” ~ Martin Luther 
King, Jr. 

Above all of this, you must know that God intends His blessings to remind you 
that HE is the source of everything you have! This is GREAT news because God 
is in control of all your stuff – if it burns up in a fire or is stolen, God is also 
responsible for helping you get back what you need. God’s responsibility as 
your provider is to supply for your needs (not your wants), and He has never 
failed in doing. As King David said in Psalm 37:25“I’ve been young and now I 
am old, but I have never seen the righteous forsaken or his children begging 
for bread.” 

Let your attitude be that whatever you have, it is all God’s and if it is all God’s 
then it is not yours. Nothing should possess your heart but God! Follow the 
Word given to you in Psalm 62:10, which says, “If riches increase, do not set 
your heart on them.” 

James make the shift from materialism, in confronting the rich who live outside 
of their own dependence and integrity before God, to the people who are 
watching the rich get richer and under their abuse. James starts by saying, 
“Therefore…”. He refers to what he has been saying about the conduct of the 
rich and their fate by calling the believers to patience, which is a key to 
enduring faith. 



Questions: 
1. What about materialism entices people to forsake the blessings of God? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How has materialism shaped our culture and infiltrated the church? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How has materialism influenced and impacted your life and faith? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Enduring Faith Remains Steadfast in the Midst of Suffering 
(5:7-12) 

James encourages the believers to be patient until the coming of the Lord 
(5:7). He refers them to a time when the Lord will return, when justice will reign 
and life will be as the Lord intended. Patience is hard when difficulties are 
pressing against you. Patience is hard enough in a culture where you expect 
everything right away. Life has become so fast with Internet speeds, fast-food 
service, and instant everything dominates the world. Along with that, people 
cannot sit in a mode of silence or rest for more than a moment. Everywhere you 
turn, people are on their mobile phones. Just watch when people sit down for 
their meal, wait to board a plane or sit down for a meeting, the first thing they 
do is check their phone. People complain if their service at a restaurant takes 
more than five minutes. People struggle with waiting in lines, waiting for their 
packages to be delivered, even struggle if an injury takes too long to heal. 



Insurance companies want patients in and out of the hospital, so the doctors 
have to move fast. Patience, even though it is a virtue, is not seen as a virtue to 
most people.  

Don’t you love hanging around someone who just grumbles about everything? 
Nothing seems to satisfy, except to grumble about something. A lady was 
complaining about the music being too modern. The worship pastor 
responded, “That is simply a song David sang to Saul while playing his harp.” 
The lady responded, “Well, now I understand why Saul threw his spear at David, 
trying to kill him while he sang.” 

Christians have adopted this attitude and incorporated it into their spiritual 
walk. They want instant revelation, instant spiritual wisdom, instant spiritual 
growth, instant answers to their deepest concerns, instant sermons, instant 
worship and instant healing from their pain and suffering.  

Now, in James’ day they did have all the technological advances that make 
patience a challenge, and yet, they knew about it. Strange, isn’t it? It would 
seem that everyone in every culture and in every time period has struggled 
with patience. James encourages the believers to be patient and wait on the 
Lord.  



Consider a Few Instructions About Waiting… 
“Wait for the LORD; Be strong and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for the 
LORD." - Psalm 27:14 

“Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; Do not fret because of him who 
prospers in his way, Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes.” - 
Psalm 37:7 

“Are there any among the idols of the nations who give rain? Or can the 
heavens grant showers? Is it not You, O LORD our God? Therefore we wait for 
You, For You are the one who has done all these things.” - Jeremiah 14:22 

James uses the very familiar analogy of the farmer.  
“See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient 
about it, until it receives the early and late rains” (5:7). 

The obvious encouragement is for believers to see that in their patience there 
is great reward. He mentions precious fruit. Fruit was for the people their life 
source, their source of nourishment and livelihood. James urges the church to 
consider the farmer’s resolve and expectation for the fruit. The rains in the early 
and late seasons represented God’s blessings that were right on time and in 
the right proportions. As most of them knew, farming did not always yield an 
abundant crop. Patience and hard work was needed, and even then, there 
would be lean years with abundant years. If the farmer did not have patience, 
then the crops would not have time to germinate and bring forth fruit. As 
someone once said, “Blessings come to those who wait.” 



 A. Your conduct while you wait 
In the same way, James encourages the church to also be patient. “You also, be 
patient” (5:8). He follows this command with another strong word, “Establish”. 
James says, “Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” 
Again, James refers to the coming of the Lord and reminds them that the Lord’s 
coming is close. As a result of the pressure from the outside temptations (of 
riches), they were also to resist the pressures from within. James outlines that 
pressure in verse 9: 

“Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be 
judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.” 

James reminds the church that the Lord is watching their behavior. Therefore, 
the church must not give in to the temptation for grumbling against one 
another. How easy is it, when you have to wait for something or someone, to 
start grumbling? How easy is it, when a trial hits us to take it out on the people 
around us? Things are not changing as quick as we want them. The pastor is 
not growing the church as fast we think it should. The staff seem to be 
dragging their feet to get the service the way we like it. People grumble about 
everything, but God has called us to wait on Him, to be patient.  

 B. Your encouragement while you wait 
In James’ day, the church was experiencing suffering at the hands of 
unbelievers. Persecution was overwhelming the young church, and they 
needed to know the Lord had not abandoned them. So James reminded them 
of the prophets who had suffered but remained steadfast (5:10-11). The 
people considered the Old Testament prophets as revered men and women 
who had faced unspeakable hardship but remained faithful (men like Moses, 
Joshua, Jeremiah, Elijah and Elisha…Women like Deborah, Ruth and Hannah).  



James mentions Job by name. Everyone listening in the church would have 
known of Job. His story, while very real, was legendary to the people. They had 
heard of Job’s tremendous trials: losing his children, his livestock and his 
health. However, the greater story was the compassion and mercy of Almighty 
God. The purpose of the Lord was for Job and all those watching or hearing his 
story to know that no matter what Job lost the Lord was his greatest provider. 

With that encouragement, James reminds them that their conduct is still 
important. He urges them to make sure not to swear falsely in the heat of an 
impatient moment. The crux of James’ words deal with self-control so that they 
will not fall into condemnation (or as we might say, “Conviction”).  

Think about it: 
Describe a time when you struggled with patience. How did you handle the 
situation? ______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

The final section to James’ letter dealt with prayer and the purity of the 
believer’s lives. James used this time to remind the church that enduring faith 
does not happen alone, but through fervent prayer.  

III. Enduring Faith Prays Fervently as Life Gets More Difficult 
(5:13-20) 

James calls the believers to prayer. What a source of encouragement! He urges 
them to not give up or give in, but to rise up in prayer together. He includes the 
elders (the pastoral leaders of the church - 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1) to join 



them in prayer. James mentions suffering, sickness and cheerfulness as 
emotions and conditions they experience, but in all them, they are not alone. 
This principle was critical for them to know in light of the struggles they were 
having with outside influences. James outlined four principles of prayer that 
the church should incorporate. 

 A. Prayer Must Be Your Top Priority (v. 13) 

The reason prayer must be your top priority is that you need God’s grace. 
When Jesus went to the cross, He afforded you access to His grace. Hebrews 
4:14-16 says, “Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

Another reason prayer must be your top priority is that you need continuous 
communion with the Father. James mentioned both suffering and praise. 
Only when you are in Christ and in fellowship with Him can you experience the 
dynamic of praise in the midst of problems. In Acts 16:25, Paul and Silas are 
imprisoned for their faith, but rather than pout about their circumstances, they 
praised the Lord. Their fellowship with Christ gave them the strength and 
resolve to not turn inward but outward as they were used by the Lord to win a 
jailer to Christ for eternity! 

A third reason prayer is to be your top priority is that prayer is a strategic 
weapon in spiritual warfare (Ephesians 6:10-18). Discouragement comes 
most easily during times of difficulty. Just ask Elijah (1 Kings 19). Elijah had 
seen God do a great miracle. It was a major victory in Elijah’s life, but right after 



that the enemy attacked. Jezebel, the king’s wife, declared that she would kill 
Elijah the way he had killed her pagan priests. In fear, Elijah fled and ask God to 
take his life. What a pathetic scene? It would be really pathetic if it did not hit so 
close to home! We need prayer to help us realize that all we need, we have in 
Christ. Prayer is that weapon we use to push back the darkness of satanic 
influence and call on the forces of heaven to reign down blessing! God loves to 
hear His people pray when they are under pressure (refer to 2 Chronicles 20 
and the story of King Jehosophat - study the power of prayer under pressure). 

 B. Prayer Must Incorporate Spiritual Believers (5:14) 
James mentioned a second principle that involved more than just one person 
praying. He mentioned the sick, the people who were weak, physically ill or 
beaten down by illness and the elders, the spiritual leaders in the church. The 
sick were to call on the elders when they could not pray effectively on their own 
or just needed encouragement from others. They were to pray over them 
recognizing that all healing came from the Lord. In the process of their prayer, 
the elders were instructed to anoint them with oil. The word anoint meant to 
massage. The oil was used medicinally and for grooming purposes. You may 
remember the Good Samaritan story in Luke 10 where the Samaritan traveler 
used oil for the wounds. The use of oil had the purpose of encouragement as 
the elders prayed for their strength, offered them encouragement and as a 
conduit of prayer for the physical healing of the sick. One writer said, “It was a 
symbol of the church coming alongside to bear up a member who was weak, 
providing whatever practical assistance needed.” 

 C. Prayer Must Depend on the Promises of God (5:15-16) 
James mentioned the purpose of prayer being the realization of God’s 
precious promises. Two promises are given in the passage: the promise of 
restoration and the promise forgiveness. James says, “And the prayer of faith 
will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up” (5:15).  



The expression “prayer of faith” has been turned into almost magical words or 
a wand waved over a person as a measuring stick of a person’s faith. The 
freedom Christian’s have in prayer is also tempered by the pursuance of God’s 
will. John tells us in 1 John 5:14-15 “And this is the confidence that we have 
toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests 
that we have asked of him.” When you pray for God’s will to be done, then you 
will not get bitter if your trial goes past what you hoped because your hope is 
in the will of God to be accomplished in your life. God’s will can either be a joy 
to you or a source of temptation (James 1:2-4, 12). What will it be? 

James told the church that the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick. The 
word save did not refer to salvation, in the sense of the Gospel’s power to save, 
but to restore or strengthen the weak. Prayer would also raised them up. That 
means that the Lord who is the source of healing will be the one who will heal 
them or provide His power to raise them up under the burden of the sickness. 
God’s will is not always for our physical healing. Sometimes His healing comes 
in the form of strength to bear the illness or through His eternal healing. Either 
way, God gets glorified. As we have see in James, God gets the glory through 
our faithfulness to how we endure trials.  

Question: How have you seen God glorified through the trials of people close 
to you? _______________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________ 

The second promise James mentioned was that of forgiveness. Sometimes 
sickness is due to sin. Sometimes God is bringing a person under conviction 
and the only way that can happen is through getting their attention the hard 



way. God promises to discipline those He loves (Hebrews 12:5-6; 1 Corinthians 
11:30). Prayer is the key to finding the grace of God’s forgiveness within the 
security of a certain relationship with Jesus Christ (1 John 1:9). 

 D. Prayer Must Flow from a Fervent Heart (5:16-18) 
James mentioned another major prophet to the church, one they would 
certainly recognize. He mentioned Elijah, a man with a nature like ours 
(referring to his impatience) and a man who prayer fervently, as an example of 
the kind of praying needed among believers. The word fervent meant one who 
had energy, passion, one who would roll up their sleeves and get down in the 
trenches, putting it all on the line. That is the kind of praying James talked 
about. If you read the story of Elijah (1 Kings 17-18), five ways of praying come 
to light: 
 (1) He prayed scripturally (Elijah knew God from His law) 
 (2) He prayed specifically (We need to be specific with God) 
 (3) He prayed expectantly (He knew God would provide) 
 (4) He prayed humbly (He bowed to the ground in reverence) 
 (5) He prayed persistently (He stayed with it) 

James’ final word to the church was one of restoration. He called on the church 
to look out for believers who might be in trouble and wandering. The same is 
true and necessary for the church today. We live in such a “I don’t want to 
offend them” kind of culture that even in the church and among believers we 
are unwilling to come to the rescue of fellow believers in sin. This has to be the 
reason the church is so unhealthy and irrelevant to most of the world. Jesus 
gave us a prescription for how to make judgments (Matthew 6:1-5; Matthew 
18:15-20). Believers must look out for one another. No one is immune to 
trouble and we must be diligent to call one another to holiness. What a great 
way to end this letter for James and this church! 



Questions: 
1. Who do you need to pray for today? ___________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How does your prayer life need to change for you to have the fervency that 
Elijah displayed? ____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

3. What have you learned from the Letter of James that you will implement 
immediately in your life? _____________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

4. As you consider how you will apply this teaching, what are five things you will 
commit to do as a result? (Share these with another believer who will hold you 
accountable) 
 a. ______________________________________________________________ 
 b. ______________________________________________________________ 
 c. ______________________________________________________________ 
 d. ______________________________________________________________ 
 e. ______________________________________________________________ 



Concluding Word to Our Study:  
The Letter of James to the church has been disputed and regarded as second 
class by many theologians. However, an honest study of this letter reveals the 
connection between both faith and works that go hand in hand. James is not a 
hard book to understand, but can be very hard to obey. God uses James to 
write a letter to the church, and to us today, that gets to the heart of living. 
Every paragraph and every topic is filled with truth that confronts our bent 
toward sin. We realize that when trials come our joy must be found in the One 
who walks with us through hard times to provide wisdom for life. We realize 
that we can be tempted and lured to sin when we handle temptations and trials 
inappropriately.  

We realize that hearing the word of God is good but not good enough. We 
must be doers of the Word for our true testimony to be seen and experienced 
by others. We realize that pure and undefiled religion is so simple as we 
minister to widows and orphans; those who are the most vulnerable. We realize 
that God has no patience for favoritism and that the believer’s life must be free 
from picking and choosing the ones they will love and show kindness. We 
realize that true wisdom which is free from jealousy, selfish ambition and 
disunity comes from a person who has learned to control their words. We 
learned that our words are so powerful and can be be deadly. We must guard 
our words so that we exhibit the wisdom from above. We realize that humility 
comes from a heart abandoned to Christ and resistant to the world’s pleasures. 
We realize that God is in control of our life and every plan we make must be 
taken before Him. We also realize that while the rich can take advantage of the 
poor, that believers must remain patient and prayerful when sufferings come. 
Suffering and pain are a part of life, but when we pray, God brings patience, 
healing and perspective.  



From the start of this study, we looked at how this letter would be the cure to 
cultural Christianity. Without a doubt, believers who radically and faithfully 
obey the teachings found in this letter would make a major impression on the 
world. Living out the faith of Christ consistently and without apology is almost 
unheard of today. However, when a person is sold out for Jesus, lives out their 
identity in Christ, and simply lives to bring glory to the Lord, their Christianity 
shatters the world’s expectations. This is NORMAL Christianity. Your prayer 
should be to make you a normal Christian, because when you live out the word 
of God you will live a radical, wonderful, counter-cultural life that points people 
to Jesus and whets their appetite to know more. 

“The Christian way is different: harder, and easier. Christ says, “Give me All. I 
don’t want so much of your time and so much of your money and so much of 
your work: I want You. I have not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it. 
No half-measures are any good. I don’t want to cut off a branch here and a 
branch there, I want to have the whole tree down. Hand over the whole natural 
self, all the desires which you think innocent as well as the ones you think 
wicked—the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead. In fact, I will give you 
Myself: my own will shall become yours.” ~ C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity


