


Chapter Four 

Humble Faith 
How can a humble faith be used to separate yourself from a world intent 

on their own self-rule and self-destruction? 

James comes right out of his last sentence on sowing peace, peace that is 
interrupted by the misuse of words, to address the destruction caused by 
fighting, evil desires, coveting and corrupt passions. He calls out the church in 
a way that one would if speaking to unbelievers. James calls out those in the 
church who are pursing a worldly lifestyle, adulterous people (4:4). Like the 
prophets who called out Israel when they were half-hearted for God, James 
calls out those in the church who are half-hearted for Christ. His point is to draw 
a clear distinction between those whose faith is humble before the Lord and 
those whose faith has been contaminated by the lures of cultural Christianity.  

James’ argument is built on the character of God. In verse 5, James asks, “Or 
do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, ‘He yearns jealously 
over the spirit that He has made to dwell in us?’” God is a jealous God. In the 
Law, the Lord made His will clear: “for you shall worship no other god, for the 
Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God” (Exodus 34:14). Any worship 
that is not worship of Almighty God is idolatry, and God will not tolerate 
idolatry in the life of His children. Why? Idolatry not only betrays God’s position 
as Creator and Lord, but it also puts humankind in a higher position than he 
can sustain. In other words, idolatry positions humanity in a place where they 
have no power, because when you take God out of the equation, then you take 
everything that God created out of the equation. What do you have left? 
Nothing! 



Therefore, James confronts the church about any attitude or desire that moves 
them away from humble submission to Christ to one that puts them at odds 
with God (4:4). The cure to this type of corruption in the believers life is a 
humble faith made possible through submission, resistance of the devil, 
drawing near to God, cleansing the hands of sin, purifying the heart and mind 
of worldly thinking and being humble before the Lord (4:7-10). When this 
happens, the believer knows how to properly relate to his brother in Christ 
(4:11-12), and places the priorities of life in the proper perspective for effective 
living (4:13-17). 

Read It! 
James 4:1-17 
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your 
passions[a] are at war within you?[b] 2 You desire and do not have, so you 
murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You adulterous people![c] Do you not 
know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever 
wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you 
suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the 
spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit 
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw 
near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. 
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble 
yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
11 Do not speak evil against one another, brothers.[d] The one who speaks 
against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and judges 
the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 
12 There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. 
But who are you to judge your neighbor? 



13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the 
Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

Write down insights from any one or two verses you read: ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

Study It! 

How can you cultivate a faith that is humble before the Lord and resists the lure 
of a culture that does not reflect the values and heart of Christ? James shapes 
this section of the letter by pointing out four relationships that we must get 
right as we draw near to God with a humble faith.  

1. Deal with Your Relationship with the World (4:1-6) 
There is an Old West African proverb which says, "The man who tries to walk 
two roads will split his pants." James is very clear in this section of the letter 
that Christians are not to try and live as friends of both God and the world. This 
world’s values are in opposition to those of the Lord. The issues going on in the 
church were in direct alignment to their adoption of worldly perspectives.  



James points out that they were playing favorites, abusing one another with 
their words and creating disorder with every vile practice (4:2-3).  

The Apostle Paul mentions things like this about the Corinthians who were 
suing each other (1 Cor. 6:1-8) and leaders overlooking sin among its members 
(1 Cor. 5:1-2). James attributes the issues going on as a problem from within. 
He mentions their passions at war within them.  Hedonism is the word most 
closely used to describe this kind of emotion. Hedonism is a desire to satisfy 
our internal lusts with self-satisfying pleasure alone, and fulfill the lusts of the 
flesh without regard to decency or accountability. Often, when a person is 
confronted, they get angry because they don’t want anyone to get in the way 
of them fulfilling their own lustful desires! Tony Evans writes, “Worldliness is 
that attitude of a Christian’s heart that reflects the spirit of this age, the attitudes 
and values of a system that is spearheaded by Satan. This system is 
characterized by thoughts and actions that exclude God.” 

Consider - 2 Tim. 3:1-5 “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last 
days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God— 5 having a form of godliness…”.  

How can this kind of living creep into the life of believers? ___________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 



C.S. Lewis asks why are we so easily enamored and fulfilled by this world when 
we have Christ? In his work, The Weight of Glory, Lewis writes: 

“If you asked twenty good men to-day what they thought the highest of the 
virtues, nineteen of them would reply, Unselfishness. But if you asked almost 
any of the great Christians of old he would have replied, Love - You see what 
has happened? A negative term has been substituted for a positive, and this is 
of more than philological importance. The negative ideal of Unselfishness 
carries with it the suggestion not primarily of securing good things for others, 
but of going without them ourselves, as if our abstinence and not their 
happiness was the important point. I do not think this is the Christian virtue of 
love.  

If there lurks in most modern minds to desire our own good and earnestly 
hope for the enjoyment of it, is a bad thing, I submit that this notion is no part 
of the Christian faith. Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward 
and the staggering nature of those promised in the Gospels, it would seem 
that Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-
hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite 
joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in 
a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at 
the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”  

Blaise Pascal said it best: “There once was in man a true happiness of which 
now remain to him only the mark and empty trace, which he in vain tries to fill 
from all his surroundings, seeking from things absent the help he does not 
obtain in things present. But these are all inadequate, because the infinite 
abyss can only be filled by an infinite and immutable object, that is to say, only 
by God Himself.” 



Discussion Questions: 
1. Why do you believe Christians are so easily enamored by the world’s 

values? 

2. What are the effects of worldliness creeping into marriages, families, and 
churches? 

3. How can you love the people in the world but not adopt the values of the 
world? 

II. Deal with Your Relationship with Yourself (4:7-10) 
James uses seven imperatives from verse 7 to 10 as a way to jump right to the 
point of their need. These imperatives were personal and directed. James 
argues that their issues could be solved if they dealt with their heart. Too often, 
people blame their issues going on in their homes, communities and churches 
on externals that are situational and out of their control. However, the reality is 
that most of their problems come from their own making. The evil passions of 
their heart, desires for sinful pleasures, greed, pride and the like, all are tied to 
divisions, disputes and disasters that come from their own hand. Therefore, 



James sees it as imperative to give the church these seven commands so that 
they can deal with their own hearts and pursue a humble faith. They come in 
rapid fire succession, almost proverbial in nature. 
1. Submit to God (4:7) 
The word submission is a military term and means to place yourself in your 
proper rank or to come under the command of someone. The command to 
submit comes on the heels of verse six, “God gives grace to the humble”. 
Author and pastor A.W. Tozer writes, “The reason why many are still 
troubled, still seeking, still making little forward progress is because they 
haven't yet come to the end of themselves. We're still trying to give 
orders, and interfering with God's work within us. ” How true this is for 
believers who continue to struggle with Christ’s Lordship over their lives. 
To submit to God takes an unreserved commitment to God’s will. 
Psalm 27:8 says, “You have said, ‘Seek My face.’ My hearts says to You, 
‘Your face, Lord, I will seek’.” There it is - a commitment to the will of God 
without reservation. ---- There is no more my way, but only His way! This 
total submission to the will of God is best seen when Jesus goes to the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and in a moment of declaration, cries out , “Not 
My will but Yours be done!”  

Question: What areas of your life are you struggling to fully surrender to 
the Lord? _________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Resist the Devil (4:7) 
To submit to God takes a determined resistance to pride. Therefore, 
James warns believers to “Resist the devil”. The promise and result of 
resisting the devil is that he will flee. This is what Jesus did when tempted 
by Satan in Matthew 4. How did Jesus do this? With the Word of God, 



and by knowing that He did not have to submit to one who was not His 
superior. Satan’s pride so dominated him, that he believed the One who 
created him could be convinced to bow to him.  

Christians have to understand that spiritual attacks come from a well-
educated and well-informed enemy. In sports, teams film get game film 
on their upcoming opponents to study their strengths and weaknesses. 
Based on what they see, they put together their strategy for how to attack 
them and defeat them. Satan has watched your game film. He knows 
your weaknesses and how to attack them most strategically. The same is 
true with advertising.  Facebook uses pop-up ads for products you’ve 
searched. You may Google something or purchase something on 
Amazon and that information is sent to Facebook where they give you 
suggestion for other purchases. Satan and the forces of darkness use the 
things you think about or things you do to make further suggestions to 
you. They may come in the form of pop-up memories, pop-up regrets, 
pop-up shame, pop-up thoughts that lead to defeat! James tells us that 
we must resist the devil to he will flee from our thoughts of 
condemnation. You must remind the enemy that you are in Christ, you 
are sealed by the Holy Spirit until the Day of redemption and your 
identity is not your past but what God has made you today.  

3. Draw Near to God (4:8) 
James encourages the church to come close to the heart of God, to draw 
near to the Lord. This is the key to developing a strong and humble faith. 
What must first happen if a person is to draw near to God? Hebrews 11:6 
says it plainly, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, for 
whoever would draw near to God must believe that He exists and that he 
rewards those who seek Him.” The obvious first step to drawing close to 
the Lord is our belief in Him. For a Christian, this goes beyond mere 



intellectual knowledge to a deep trust in the Person and Work of Jesus 
Christ. The result of this saving faith puts the believer in a position to 
draw closer to God in knowledge and understanding. As a Christian 
matures in this manner, their life is stronger and less prone to wander.  

With that said, the heart wanders. James comes right off the heels of this 
radical imperative to confront wanderers with language that could easily 
be used with unbelievers. In fact, many believe that James is confronting 
unbelievers mixed into the congregation of the church.  

4. Cleanse Your Hands (4:8) 
Reminiscent of Joel 2:12-16, where the prophet confronts sinning Israel, 
James uses similar language to command the attention of the people in 
the church who are taking lightly the seriousness of sin. He uses the 
strong imperative, catharsis, to relate the idea of getting completely 
clean. Interestingly, he says that the hands need to be cleansed. While 
most sin happens through our mind, the action of sin happens through 
our hands. James use this term because hands made the action of sin 
real and visual. It brought home the reality of what needed to happen, 
and that was, to stop the sin altogether. 

5. Purify Your Hearts (4:8)  
James goes further into his discussion about the seriousness of sin by 
addressing the heart. The heart was the seat of emotions for the Jew and 
Gentile alike. Sin that dwells in the heart is corrosive and effects the 
entire body. Again, James uses the strong word of purification to call 
Christians to come away from being double-minded, and to make a firm 
decision to follow Christ. There is no room for indecision. Every believer 
must realize that indecision about following Christ is deadly. One writer 
said it well, “We don’t really want to plunge into the dirtiness of sin. We 



just want to collect some of sin’s souvenirs so we can put them in the attic 
and get them out every once in a while.” 

Consider some of these references to seeking the heart of God:  

• Jeremiah 29:13 
• 1 Chronicles 28:9 
• 2 Chr. 7:14 
• Ps. 119:10 
• Prov. 8:17 
• Isaiah 55:6 
• Matthew 6:33 
• Col. 3:1 

Question: In what ways are you currently seeking the heart of God? How 
is your life reflecting His heart? What needs to change for you to pursue 
His heart? ________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________ 

6. Be Wretched and Mourn and Weep (4:9) 
This kind of language is not in our vocabulary like it used to be. In today’s 
world, everyone wants to feel positive about themselves. Teachers do not 
use red markers to correct students because the colors are too harsh. 
Every gets a trophy. Everyone is a winner. Losing or facing failure is 
simply not an option for people. Therefore, the language James uses 
seems abrupt, even harsh. Wretched is the most descriptive word in the 



three. It means to twisted or wrenched by the weight of sin. The word 
carries the idea of total despair. James does not give these words to the 
church to simply make them feel bad, but to call them to look at their sin 
in a way that they may not otherwise. If sin, the sin of faithlessness, the sin 
of favoritism, the sin of false truth, the sin of jealousy, selfish ambition 
and pride (that James has mentioned up to this point) is allowed to be 
seen as not all that bad, then the church will be in grave danger of 
becoming cultural Christians. (Reference Judges 1 & 2 and the phrase 
“they did not drive out completely” to see the seriousness of not dealing 
directly with sin.) 

7. Humble Yourselves (4:10) 
James gets the church to the point of all his talk about dealing with sin. If 
you were to wrap every command into one phrase or identify one action 
point that would describe what is needed from every believer (and for 
that matter, every non-believer if they are to know God), it would be to 
humble yourself. Humbling yourself before the Lord is the key to 
worship. Humility is the recognition that Jesus is Lord. In fact, James uses 
the word Lord for whom we are to humble ourselves. To acknowledge 
Jesus as Lord is to say that He has rulership and authority over every 
aspect of our lives. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 
So glorify God in your body.” Lordship is about ownership, but not from 
the perspective of a harsh master over a slave, but one of a loving Master 
who willingly, lovingly and intentionally leads the slave. When believers 
humble themselves before the Lord, there is a promise from the Lord 
attached to that action. James says, “Humble yourselves before the Lord 
and He will exalt you.” In this one phrase is the consistent promise of 
God to bless His children when they stay close to His heart. When His 



children choose to oppose Him, reject Him or go after other false gods, 
then He cannot and will not bless them. That is why James is calling for 
the church to not get caught up in the sins of the culture and become 
cultural Christians. Cultural Christianity does not lead to righteousness 
but to compromise. Compromise will never lead a believer to a 
passionate, Spirit-filled walk with Christ that is willing to abandon all for 
the cause of Christ. This is where genuine Christianity calls out anything 
that may not be genuine, and calls for believers to come clean! 

Questions: 
1. Of the seven commands James gives the church, which command is 

the hardest for you to obey and why? ____________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do we see cultural Christianity making greater headway into our 
churches and personal lives, and what can be done if the we take the 
commands seriously? ______________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________ 
  



III. Deal with Your Relationship with Fellow Believers 
(4:11-12) 

James moves the conversation from the personal to the corporate as he 
commands the church to guard how they speak to one another. Any time 
the Bible uses the phrase, “one another”, it refers to believers in Christ.  

James has just pointed out that humility must be the believer’s manner of 
living. Humbling yourself before God means that you recognize your 
own sinfulness. That recognition should keep believers from spiritual 
pride, and hence, speaking against one another. The best guard to a 
wagging, hurtful tongue is a humble spirit. Pride causes people to lift up 
themselves and see others as inferior. When this happens, words are 
used to push people down, demean them and discredit them.  

 What the church must realize is that humility is not only commanded of 
us, but also expected of us to be lived out before others. It influences the 
way you treat God’s people. James gives an illustration or example of 
how we demonstrate our humility in the way we treat others (especially 
with our words)! He asks the question, “But who are you to judge your 
neighbor?” How can we stand in judgment against another believer or 
speak despairingly thinking that we are so great, if we ourselves can’t 
stand before God? We love to shoot down another person that we think 
does not measure up, and we don’t mind destroying their reputation, 
when we have our own shortcomings!  

Christ calls His people to a greater way of living. Ephesians 4:29 says, 
“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only 



what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen.” 

Do you use your words to tear people down or to lift them up? When you 
are a pressure-packed situation, are you more apt to speak angrily or are 
you able to control your words for the right tone and right outcome? 

What must govern your words? Love must govern your words. James 
uses the Law as the bases for how we measure our words. He says, “The 
one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil 
against the law and judges the law” (4:11). The Ten Commandments may 
seem like only a set of rules, but they are the measurements of our love 
for God and others. Here is an explanation: 

1. The first commandment forbids another God: Our love can’t be fickle 
or divided. 

2. The second commandment forbids idols: Love must be loyal. 
3. The third commandment forbids taking God’s name in vain: Love 

must be respectful. 
4. The fourth commandment says remember the Sabbath and keep it 

holy: Love must be focused in its affections. 
5. The fifth commandment commands us to honor our father and 

mother: Love must be submissive to legitimate authority.  
6. The sixth commandment forbids murder: Love values other people. 
7. The seventh commandment rules out adultery: Marital love is to be 

pure, undefiled, and loyal.  
8. The eighth commandment says do not steal: Love is not to be selfish 

and take from others what belongs to them. 
9. The ninth commandment tells us not to bear false witness: Love must 

be truthful. 



10. The tenth commandment forbids coveting: Love must be content 
and thankful.  1

Love is built into the Ten Commandments. Love, then, governs your 
words, but also how you judge. God does not want his people judging 
with a wrong motivation or with evil intent. When your motivations are 
evil, then God brings that back on you. He will protect His children from 
harm.  Paul’s words to the Philippians is a good word to shape your 
thinking on this subject: 

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count 
others more significant than ourselves.” - Philippians 2:3 

IV. Deal with Your Relationship with God (4:13-16) 

Interestingly, James does not come right out and talk about the believer’s 
relationship with God in familiar terms, but he gives the reader a scenario that 
points to evidence of a person’s relationship with God.  

“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 
town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit’ - yet you do not 
know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord 
wills, we will live and do this or that’. As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All 
such boasting is evil. So whoever knows the right thing too do and fails to do it, 
for him it is sin” (4:13-16). 

 Evans, Tony. The Perfect Christian, pages 167-168.1



James is dealing with the worldly mind that presumes on God, they profess 
God’s rule in their life but their practice says otherwise. What happens when 
this becomes the habit of believers? R.C. Sproul writes: 

 “What is deadly to the church is when the external forms of religion are 
maintained while their substance is discarded. This we call practical atheism. 
Practical atheism appears when we live as if there were no God. The externals 
continue, but man becomes the central thrust of devotion as the attention of 
religious concern shifts away from man’s devotion to God to man’s devotion to 
man, bypassing God. The “ethic” of Christ continues in a superficial way, having 
been ripped from its supernatural, transcendent, and divine foundation.” 

Sproul’s words are perfect descriptors of cultural Christianity. Christians who 
have adopted the values of this world do not have a desperate dependence on 
God. While they have the promises of God, and while they have the assurances 
of His grace, they live in such a way that they no longer need to include God on 
anything in their life. The presumption has become their gospel. 

James confronts this kind of conduct among believers and challenges them to 
make Christ the center of their life. Only then, can a believer have humble faith 
that will lead to an authentic relationship with Jesus Christ.  

What does he tell them that can help you as well? 

1. Include God in Your Daily Plans (4:13)  
James is disturbed that merchants within the church would live their lives with 
little regard for God, only for their profits. How easy it is for us to get distracted 
by our pursuit for riches, security and a better lifestyle that we focus all our 
energy, talents, time and money on these things with no regard for God’s will 



or plans. It goes back to a mind dominated by the world. You see, a worldly 
mindset operates arrogantly (4:13) “We will…go, spend, trade, make a profit.” 
Our minds betray us when our faith is crowded out by our desires. Worldly 
hearts are all for worldly projects. Thoughts are the purest offspring of the 
soul…People are what their desires are. It’s true, that your plans reveal your 
priorities and your priorities reveal your passion and worship.  

What is also true is that a worldly mindset operates erroneously (4:3) – Life 
becomes all about us with God left on outside. Jesus told a story of a rich 
farmer that had this very mindset. The story comes from Luke 12: 
 “Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.”  But he said to him,  “Man,  who made me a judge or 
arbitrator over you?” And he said to them,  “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions.”  And he told them a parable, saying,  “The land of a rich man 
produced plentifully,  and he thought to himself,  ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns 
and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will 
say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.”’ But God said to him,  ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of 
you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So is the one who 
lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

The mindset used by this man was not pleasing to God because it assumed on 
God’s goodness and made the person the center of life. There was no thought 
of God in his daily plans or a desire to be generous. This rich farmer made his 
plans and lived his life without God. One writer pointed out the implications for 
this kind of thinking: “Making plans without God is like hacking through a 
jungle without a map or being at sea without a compass. You’ll wind up lost. It’s 



like sewing with a needle but no thread or using a pen without ink. Without 
God, your plans will fall apart; you’ll have nothing to show for your efforts.” 

Question: In what area of your life do you have the most difficult time 
including God?_________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Admit that God is a Whole Lot Smarter than You! (4:14)  
You are limited…Get Over It! You are limited in what you know. God is the Only 
One who knows our future and guides us through everyday. We Need God in 
the center of our plans because, we don’t know what tomorrow holds! Psalm 
27:1 says, “Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may 
bring.” We need God in the center of our plans because God made us to look 
to Him. Jer. 10:23 says, “I know, O LORD, that the way of man is not in himself, 
that it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.” 

You are limited by the frailty of your life (4:14b). Do you remember what we 
used to say on long trips: “Are we there yet?” – Why? When we were young, 
time seemed slow, but then, wow did it ever speed up. Consider these verses: 

• Psalm 39:4 "LORD, make me to know my end And what is the extent of my 
days; Let me know how transient I am.” 

• Job 7:6 "My days are swifter than a weaver's shuttle…”. 
• 1 Chr. 29:15 "For we are sojourners before You, and tenants, as all our 

fathers were; our days on the earth are like a shadow…”. 



God has infinite knowledge and sees things you cannot. That’s why we need to 
make God the center of our day and include Him in every detail of our life. In 
Atlanta, as in most major cities, there is a helicopter that flies over the city and 
reports on the traffic situations from one road to the next. Commuters are able 
to adjust their routes or prepare to slow down by listening to these reports. 
What the commuter in his car cannot see, the helicopter can see. How? 
Perspective. Altitude. The higher up you go, the better you can see things. You 
see, God has the best perspective on your life. He can see things that you 
cannot see. He gives you reports on what is ahead so that you can adjust your 
life accordingly. That is why we must trust God for every moment of our life. He 
sees what you cannot see. 

3. Live in Submission to the Will of God (4:15-17) 

James gives the church the proverbial, “Instead, you ought to…”. This is like a 
father correcting his children, and rather than waiting for them to decide, 
knows that the circumstances are dire enough that action must be taken. James 
tells his readers, the Lord’s will is best for you. His will keeps you from creating a 
mess living out your own will. His will directs you away from pride to making 
the right choices throughout your day! (4:16-17) 

Jesus gives us the central teaching on the matter:  

Mt. 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things will be added 
to you.” 

When you make God the center of your life, it gives God the freedom to bless 
you and direct your steps. Otherwise, you are forced to live in the haze of 
indecision, doubt, selfishness and pride. That is not a place you will enjoy long 
term. 



Years ago, Jenny and I were driving to Florida for a wedding. During the trip, 
my windshield wipers started moving and was stuck in high speed. I pulled off 
the highway and disconnected the wires so that the wipers would stop. 
However, about an hour later, we could see that the highway was leading us 
straight into a thunderstorm. Jenny said, “We need some Rain X.” At the time, I 
didn’t even know about Rain X, but being a smart husband, I pulled off at the 
first Walmart we could find and bought some Rain X. After I applied it, the rains 
came and came hard. You wouldn’t believe it! The Rain X was so effective that it 
cleared up the windshield immediately. The harder the rain, the better the Rain 
X performed. Who needed windshield wipers?  

You see, God is like that Rain X. Without applying it, we would have not been 
able to see the road (even with high speed windshield wipers - ever been in a 
Florida rain storm?) When you apply the Word of God, the presence of God, 
the sovereignty of God to any situation, then God gives clarity amid the haze of 
confusion.  Do you want to plan your life in the haze of rain without clear 
visibility or put God in the center of your life who gives you His Spirit to guide 
you clearly through life? Let your confidence be in Christ, put all your trust in 
Him and He will make your path straight (Proverbs 3:5-6) 



Question: In what area of your life do you need to apply spiritual Rain X? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some take aways from this lesson that you have discovered? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

What will you do with what you have learned? _____________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 


