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Have you ever tried to put God in a box? Most of us have 

at some point. I’ve tried it more than I care to admit – not 

intentionally mind you, but I’ve done it. How? By taking 

matters into my own hands instead of trusting/obeying His 

Word and leading. Sometimes it’s happened b/c I simply 

don’t think about it and get caught up in the moments of life. 

Yet in every case, it never works out too well b/c the Creator 

of the universe can’t be limited by my boxes.  

 

As I was thinking about this, I was reminded of an event that 

happened when I pastored in TN, we had some guests from 

the Netherlands and they were blown away by presence of 

God in our worship services. After the service, one of the 

guys was so overwhelmed w/ God but was unable to 

articulate it. The best he could explain was – I want more of 

God, but I don’t know how to flip my lid.  

 

This AM I want to challenge us to lay down our boxes and to 

see God for who He really is. I want to challenge us to come 

back to the heart of worship and see our church in the same 

manner God sees us. But it requires we flip our lids for God!  

 

 



When I think about flipping my lid for God, I’m reminded of 

a time in Scripture where Jesus flipped His lid b/c God’s 

people had lost the heart of worship.  

 

On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and 

began driving out those who were buying and selling there. 

He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

benches of those selling doves, and would not allow anyone 

to carry merchandise through the temple courts. And as he 

taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be 

called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made 

it ‘a den of robbers.’” Mark 11:15-17 

 

So Jesus walked into the Temple courts one final time before 

His arrest, trial, and execution – and he once again made His 

point about the purpose of the Temple. I’m not sure if you 

remember, but at the beginning of His ministry Jesus had 

already cleared the Temple once, and yet 3 yrs later, the 

Israelites were still misusing the Temple for personal gain. 

 

BTW – do we not do the same? We come to church over 

and over – we come under conviction when the H.S. turns 

over the tables in our lives to get our attention so we confess 

our sins/guilt to God – only hours/days later we’re right back 

to doing the things we told God we’d stop doing.  

 

Being sorry for sin isn’t the same as being repentant of sin. 



So what exactly happened? What can we learn from this text 

that will help us flip our lids and not lose sight of God? 

 

To understand this text we have to understand the purpose of 

the Temple in the life of Israel. The Temple was central to 

Jewish life. It’s the place where God’s glory/presence 

resided. It’s the holy place where corporate sacrifice and 

intercession was made, and it’s the place where God’s name 

and truth was to be proclaimed to the nations.  

 

The Temple had several courts or areas where only certain 

people could go and where specific functions occurred. The 

Holy of Holies was the place where the Ark of the Covenant 

was housed and where only the High Priest would enter once 

a year to offer a sacrifice on behalf of the Jews. The Holy 

Place was where the priests would perform regular rituals for 

the people. The Inner Court was where Jewish men were 

allowed to pray/worship. The Court of Women is where 

women were allowed to pray/worship. And finally, there was 

the Gentile Courts (the largest most outer court) where the 

Gentiles were allowed to hear about and worship Jehovah – 

and the place where this event took place. 

 

So what was taking place when Jesus showed up? Instead of 

being a place where the nations could meet God, hear about 

His glory and be given the opportunity to come to God in 

salvation – the outer courts had been turned into a freak 

show where Temple leaders were exploiting the people. 



What was lost was the purpose of the Temple. So in 

turning over the tables and scattering the merchants – Jesus 

was sending a clear message calling the people back to the 

God and to the heart of worship. 

 

What must we learn from this passage to make sure we never 

lose our connection w/ God? And we must always be honest 

w/ ourselves and one another so we thrive w/ God. 

  

I CARELESS w/ the Glory of God 

 

Instead of realizing the importance of the place of worship, 

the Jews were using the Gentile courts as a place to do 

business b/c they’d lost sight of the glory of God. 

 

What is the glory of God? To define God’s glory is near 

impossible b/c we’re trying to describe what is beyond our 

comprehension. His glory entails not only everything He is – 

including all of His attributes in perfect harmony w/ one 

another but also everything He can do, will do, and has done.  

 

The Bible says the heavens declare the glory of God (but 

they don’t define it) – and the heavens are an ever expanding 

Creation for which we’ve found no end. Understanding the 

omnipotent, all-knowing, all-sustaining, sovereign Creator is 

in a class by Himself w/out limitation is beyond what our 

minds can fathom – and this is the beginning of His glory. 

 



Yet this is where worship begins – as we stand in awe of His 

glory for which we can neither explain nor fathom; but that 

He is before all, above all, beyond all, sovereign over all. 

 

Have we lost the wonder of worship? Are we hungry to see 

His glory? Or are we treating God as less than God and 

making worship more about us and what we prefer than 

about Him and what He deserves? 

 

A church that can’t worship must be entertained; and men 

who can’t lead a church to worship must provide 

entertainment. A.W. Tozer 

 

If we’re ever to bend our knees/bow our hearts to God, it’ll 

be b/c we begin to see Him for who He really is instead of 

for who we want Him to be in our tiny little manmade boxes 

of faithlessness/self-sufficiency.  

 

II CASUAL w/ the Holiness of God 

 

A 2nd reality that happened to the Israelites was they became 

too casual w/ the holiness of God. As a result, they were 

neither set apart nor did they see worship or the house of 

God as a special place to seek and glorify God. 

 

This happened throughout their history – remember when 

Uzzah touched the Ark of the Covenant and God stuck Him 

dead b/c he was too casual w/ God’s holiness. 



The same thing is happening to God’s church today. We 

have become too casual w/ the things of God. We neither 

keep the Sabbath holy nor do many believers value the 

fellowship/worship of the body of Christ. B/w work, travel 

sports, vacations, and other options, God’s people are 

forsaking the assembly of the righteous. Church has become 

so optional that active church attendance is now 2x a month.  

 

Did you know one of the primary reasons to be active in a 

local church is to regularly be confronted w/ the truth of 

God’s Word w/in accountable relationships w/ other 

believers seeking to walk in step w/ God’s Spirit so that we 

never lose sight of His holiness as we walk in holiness. 

 

Therefore, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 

Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened 

for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near 

to God w/ a sincere heart and w/ the full assurance that faith 

brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a 

guilty conscience and having our bodies washed w/ pure 

water. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for 

he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving 

up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another – and all the more as you see the 

Day approaching. Hebrews 10:19-25 

 



Let me show you another passage that speaks to the 

importance of not becoming casual w/ the holiness of God. 

 

Therefore, w/ minds that are alert and fully sober, set your 

hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is 

revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform 

to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But 

just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do: 

for it is written: “Be holy, b/c I am holy.” 1 Peter 1:13-16 

 

If we become casual w/ God’s holiness we’ll become 

friendly w/ sin. And when sin creeps into the camp we’ll 

drift away from God and become Satan’s prey.  

 

III CONFUSED about the Purpose of God 

 

What is the God’s mission/purpose? In Luke 19:10, Jesus 

said it was to seek and to save the lost. In Philippians 2, Paul 

said Jesus stepped out of heaven and into flesh to lay down 

His life to give life. What does this mean? 

 

Jesus didn’t come to be a great teacher, a political figure, or 

a conquering hero – He came to be the sacrificial lamb and 

Savior of humanity. And His plan has always been that His 

people would carry out His mission to the nations by sharing 

the Good News of His love and grace. 

 

The Israelites had lost sight of this mission/purpose.   



They’d made life about themselves and their comforts – for 

this is the nature of man – to satisfy himself. In in the midst 

of their ambitions – they lost sight of God and His mission. 

The Temple was always to be a place where the glory of 

God was to be experienced by a people set apart by God to 

pursue the holiness of God – so that the nations would desire 

to know this God. Yet b/c they we’re careless w/ His glory, 

casual w/ His holiness – they had become confused about 

His purposes.  

 

Can I show you something terrifyingly alarming? The 

latest Barna Stats about the church and our understanding 

of the GC makes it clear something is amiss. 

 

Have you heard of the GC?  

 51% said NO 

 6% said NOT SURE 

 25% said YES BUT CAN’T TELL YOU (NO) 

 

What does it say when 82% of professing Christians have no 

idea what the mission/purpose of God is? It says we have 

lost our way? It says we have found ourselves where the 

Israelites found themselves in Jesus’ day? 

 

It says we need to FLIP OUR LIDS and return to the heart of 

worship so that we’re captivated by His glory, consumed 

by His holiness, and clear on His purpose. We need God to 

flip over some things in our lives to turn our hearts to Him. 


