
Fight: Knockout Parenting 
Joshua 24:14 

Intro. I’m sure every parent feels that when it comes to parenting their children, they 
are in the fight of their lives.  

With the culture’s pervasive pull and redefining of everything so that nothing seems 
solid anymore…with the educational system seemingly at odds with family values and 
the massive influence of this world’s system at the doorstep of our homes, you feel 
like you are fighting for the very existence and soul of your family everyday! And 
many may not feel like you have a shot at winning! 

The Family has been under such attack and attempts to redefine it for so long now 
that we struggle to know what the family should look like. We get so used to cultural 
norms that we forget God had and has a plan for the family which has not changed 
since the beginning.  

What has God said that He wants for the family?  
(1) Godly Offspring  

(2) Godly Leaders - Malachi 2:15 - @ Tony Evans, “Plato was right when he said, “The 
saga of a nation is really the saga of the family written large.” That’s what we are 
seeing in our culture today. The reason America is unraveling is because our 
families are unraveling. That’s why there is no greater effort parents can make than 
to keep their families together and keep them strong.” 

Parents were given a mandate from God that would guide them toward raising their 
children: Deut. 6:4-9 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You 
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” 

 Moses set the course, and  
 Joshua continued - Joshua 24:14-15 ——- FIRST CHAIR PARENT (Commitment/
Conviction and Current Walk with God - Experiencing God in his daily life) 



 Elders of Israel - Joshua 24:31; Judges 1:27-32; 2:7 —— SECOND CHAIR 
PARENT (Compromise, Concessions, and Corrupted by the values of the world. One 
foot in with God and one foot in with the world. They send a confusing message. 
Children ask: Is their faith real? 

 Next Generation - Judges 2:10 —— THIRD CHAIR PARENT (Conflict - they are 
disconnected and confused. As children and parents, they have no thought of the 
Lord and see no need to raise their children to fear the Lord because they do not 
know Him. They did not see a clear picture of radical faith in Christ, so they went the 
path of least resistance.) 

Did you see the progression? Total Commitment of their life that resulted in 
experiencing the work of God daily, but then their children who had seen the work of 
God became caught up in the wonders of the world and compromised their faith with 
idols. As a result, the generation after them did not know the Lord or the work that He 
has done in Israel.  

Second Chair Parenting set Israel back generations, Set them up for Conquest by 
other nations and Devastated their witness to the nations!  

Second Chair Parent…(TRAITS) -  
(1) Hopes their children will turn out okay and opts to delegate the spiritual 

instruction of their children to others. 

(2) Talks about God’s work in their life in the past tense. 

(3) Mentions the Lord on Sundays but never through the week. 

(4) Is somewhat committed to serving Christ through His church. 

(5) Talks to their children about issues of life but seldom prays with their 
children. 

(6) Cares more about providing a stable financial future than instilling in them a 
stable spiritual foundation. 

(7) Spends little time with God personally  



A PRIME EXAMPLE of SECOND CHAIR PARENTING was the priest Eli in  
1 Samuel 2. Through His example, we get a clear picture of the kind of parenting God 

desires. We need to ask God for His help to resist compromise and be totally 
committed to Jesus Christ for the sake of our Family! 

1 Samuel 2:12-36 

I. (2:12) Ask God to Help You Live Righteously Rather than Merely Religiously 
Eli’s Parenting Produced Religious Children Rather than Righteous Children 

Eli’s sons were identified two ways: 
 (1) “Worthless men” 
 (2) “They did not know the Lord” (same as in Judges 2:10 idol worshipers) 

Listen, you want to get your children into the ministries and programs of our church 
because they are going to hear about the love of God and get the clear message of 
the Gospel (Gospel Project), BUT, if they do not see a genuine faith that is real, Spirit-
filled and Spirit-dependent, they will have little hope in trusting in Christ beyond a 
mere acknowledgement.  

CHILDREN SELDOM GO DEEPER SPIRITUALLY THAN YOU ARE WILLING TO GO! 

Billy Graham: “Children will invariably talk, eat, walk, think, respond, and act like their 
parents. Give them a target to shoot at. Give them a goal to work toward. Give them a 
pattern that they can see clearly, and you give them something that gold and silver 
cannot buy.” 

II. (vv. 13-17) Ask God to Help You Emulate Holiness Rather Than Hypocrisy  
Eli's Parenting Produced Unashamed Hypocrisy Rather than Uncompromising 
Holiness 

Their hypocrisy was contemptible to the Lord but also to the people - the people 
knew what was happening but could do nothing about it. 

Your hypocrisy is never ignored, but often emulated.  

Whatever you want emulated or passed on in your children must first 
be authentically modeled in the home. 



III. (vv. 22-25) Ask God to Help You Connect to the Emotional and Spiritual 
Needs of Your Children  
Eli’s parenting Produced Rebellion and Obstinacy Rather than Repentance and 
Obedience (KEY: v. 23 “For I hear of your evil dealings from all the people.”) 

How You Can Stay Connected without Being Connected at the Hip: 
1. Determine to know more than you hear about your children (v. 23)  

2. Teach them to love and honor the Lord by loving and honoring the Lord yourself 

3. Be present in their lives 

4. Value their questions rather than dismissing their doubts 

5. Prioritize the eternal over the temporal


