
Laus Deo – Praise Be to God        7/1/18 

Patriotic Service        Sunday AM 

 

On July 4th 1848 – one of the first items to be deposited 

inside the cornerstone of what would become one of the 

more special monuments in our nation and a memorial to the 

father of our nation – a Bible was placed. 25 yrs later at the 

completion of construction (555 ft later) as the aluminum 

capstone was finally set into place, it was inscribed w/ (2) 

words… LAUS DEO! Two seemingly insignificant, 

unnoticed words… out of sight and mostly out of mind; and 

yet dripping w/ meaning. For placed at the highest point of 

what was at the time the tallest structure in the world, and 

over-looking what many believe to be the most powerful 

city/nation in the world – atop the Washington Monument is 

the phrase – Praise be to God.  

    

Over the next few days, as we once again celebrate the birth 

of our nation, it is my hope/prayer that we as citizens of this 

great nation will once again remember that our greatness is 

only due to the greatness, graciousness, and goodness of our 

Father in heaven – and that we as Christian citizens in this 

nation, never forget our great responsibility to influence our 

neighbors/communities to be one nation under God. 

  

As we once again celebrate our nation – allow me to briefly 

encourage us to be faithful followers of Jesus and good 

citizens by living out our faith by living out His Word.   



Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for 

there is no authority except which God has established. The 

authorities that exist have been established by God. 

Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is 

rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do 

so will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers hold no 

terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. 

Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 

Then do what is right and you will be commended. For the 

one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But if you 

do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 

reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring 

punishment on the wrongdoer. Therefore, it is necessary to 

submit to the authorities, not only b/c of possible punishment 

but also as a matter of conscience. This is why you pay 

taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their 

time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe them: If 

you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if 

respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

 

I We Must HONOR Our Leaders 

 

Notice that Paul didn’t say we had to like our leaders, agree 

w/ our leaders – but we are to honor/respect them b/c God 

has allowed them to sit in the seat of authority over us.  We 

honor our leaders by making their job a joy and respecting 

their role/responsibilities. This isn’t easy when we’re in 

disagreement w/ them or when they make mistakes. 



As Christians we may deplore the politics of a particular 

person in office. We may be repelled by his scandalous 

conduct. But that doesn’t disallow us from respecting the 

office. The person is just a human, but the office exists at the 

discretion of God. Even in our dissent we must always be 

Christian gentlemen and women. R. Kent Hughes 

 

We must honor our leaders, and all who are in authority… 

including politicians, police, bosses, parents, pastors and 

teachers – anyone placed in a position of authority over us to 

care for us, to guide us, to instruct us – for God has placed 

them in such a position. Is this blind? No! But we are trust 

the justice system around them too. 

 

II We Must PRAY for Our Leaders 

 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession 

and thanksgiving be made for all people – for kings and all 

those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 

in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God 

our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to 

a knowledge of the truth.  2 Timothy 2:1-4 

 

W/out a doubt, there’s plenty to pray for in our nation! We 

can begin by praying for revival. Yet we must pray for our 

leaders. We can pray for morality and the needs of people. 

We need to pray for the sanctity of life! We can pray for the 

next Supreme Court justice. There’s no shortage of need. 



The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of 

water, He turns it wherever He wants. Proverbs 21:1 

 

III We Must PAY Our Taxes 

 

This is why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 

servants, who give their time to governing. Give to everyone 

what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; 

 

Though the translation isn’t obvious – the word used in the 

Greek means to render. Taxes/revenues refer to paying what 

is due to support the system of government that supports us. 

 

Jesus said in Mark 12:17 to render to Caesar what belongs 

to Caesar and to God what belongs to God. This leads us to 

believe that by all indications, when Jesus was here on earth, 

He paid the tithe and His taxes too – and so should we! 

 

Some Christians think b/c our government is pagan, we’re 

not obligated to pay taxes. But what government was in 

charge in Paul’s day?  Rome – not exactly a Godly! 

 

IV We Must PARTICIPATE in Government 

 

Implied here in this text is idea of participation. It’s 

inconceivable that God would ordain government such as He 

has, and then tell His people to stay out of it! 



In our nation, we have been given the legal ability to vote 

and engage in the political theater. As such, it’s our Christian 

duty to get informed and vote! Yet we can never lose sight 

of our faith as our first allegiance must be to God and His 

Word and not to our earthly comforts/conveniences. And 

shame on the Christian who pledges allegiance to a political 

party over the principles/precepts of God! 

 

Let me assure you of this one thing – if we believe this Word 

– no matter who walks the halls of Congress – no matter 

who sits at the desk in the Oval Office – or sits on the bench 

in the Supreme Court… They sit there b/c God has allowed 

it for a purpose we may never understand – not b/c of the 

will of men. Does this mean we don’t engage? Absolutely 

not! But it does mean that once a person assumes their role 

in authority over us we honor/pray for them as we work 

through legal means to voice dissent to change their minds.  

 

V We Must SHARE God’s Truth w/ Others 

 

This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all 

people to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth. 

 

It’s quite simple – as believers we must live and share our 

faith in every arena of our culture so that we might influence 

our family, friends, neighbors, leaders, and enemies of the 

truth/grace of our heavenly Father and Savior.  

 



Yet we must engage w/ Christlikeness – w/ gentleness/love. 

We must stand for the truth, but in the process we cannot 

destroy our credibility/witness – nor can we whimper/limp 

off in silence. We must stand for righteousness by living, 

engaging, and loving righteously – and we must never 

become sin to deal w/ sin. 

 

We fight on our knees as we stand on the highest point to let 

our light shine so that all men might see the grace/truth of 

our Father in heaven. And just like the Washington 

Monument, the cornerstone of our faith must be the Word of 

God (we stand on His Word) while the capstone/beacon of 

our lives proclaims boldly – LAUS DEO (Praise be to God)! 


