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Ronald Reagan once said when commenting on the Bible – I 

have often wondered what the 10 Commandments would’ve 

looked like if Moses had run them thru the U.S. Congress.  

 

Something to ponder, but I’m not sure his comment wasn’t 

more about Congress than about the Bible. Nonetheless, it’s 

safe to say that if Congress or even a local church body had 

been responsible for these 10 statements, they likely 

wouldn’t be what they are – but thankfully these commands 

weren’t conjured up by man, but inscribed by God.  

 

But what exactly are the 10 Commandments? And what is 

their significance? Let me answer w/ a story. 

  

Back in 1974 during the Watergate scandal when President 

Nixon was forced to resign, one of his advisors, Jeb 

McGruder, was convicted of burglary/cover-up. When 

sentenced, the Judge asked, ''How could this happen? How 

could you fall as you did?'' McGruder replied, ''Somewhere 

along the way, I lost my moral compass – and w/ it, the 

ability to navigate my life.'' 

 

When I think of the 10 Commandments – I think of God’s 

timeless truth to provide His creation w/ a moral compass 

and a standard by which one can navigate life. 



For several months I’ve been under conviction to teach on 

the 10 Commandments – which I guess after nearly 20 yrs of 

teaching/preaching, I might ought to get around to speaking 

about these important statements.  

 

Yet despite their importance, throughout my lifetime, these 

10 commands have been taken down and taken out of nearly 

every public arena in our culture. From our public schools to 

the Supreme Court and every state capitol in b/w – God’s 

standard of truth/decency – and the influence of the Judeo-

Christian ethic – has all but been dismantled right before our 

eyes. And I can’t say we’re any better for it. 

 

Over the next 10 weeks, we’re going seek to understand the 

meaning/purpose of these commands. But to appreciate 

them, I need to catch us up on the Exodus story. 

 

I The ORIGIN of the Ten Commandments  

 

The book of Exodus is the 2nd book in what is known as the 

Pentateuch – the (5) books of Moses – Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. These (5) books 

recount the early history of mankind and the story of the rise 

and favor of God upon the nation of Israel. 

 

The story begins in Genesis w/ the creation account, the fall, 

and the beginnings of God’s plan to redeem His fallen 

creation back to Himself.  



About a 1/3 of the way into Genesis, we’re introduced to a 

man named Abraham who b/c of his faith, gained favor from 

Jehovah. God then selected Abraham and his lineage to 

become the means by which God was going to rescue the 

world by grace thru the person of Jesus Christ. But first, God 

desired to raise up a nation to usher in this Messiah – enter 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. And by the end of 

Genesis, we find the descendants of Abraham in Egypt b/c 

God was providing for their survival.  

 

After Joseph’s death, things took a turn for the worst as the 

Egyptians took the Israelites as slaves and for a number of 

yrs made life tough on God’s people who had become 

comfortable in Egypt and disinterested in living in the Land 

of Promise. Enter Moses. God raised up a new man to lead 

His people back to the Promise Land, but due to hardened 

hearts, this wasn’t going to be a walk in the park. Eventually, 

and miraculously, after the Passover and parting of the Red 

Sea, God freed the Israelites from the Egyptians and set them 

on a course for home. But then, b/c they had lost their way 

by wandering in more ways than one – God had to take His 

people on a 40 year detour – which included a time of 

instruction at the foot of Mt. Sinai where he delivers to His 

people what we know to be the 10 Commandments – or the 

Law (Torah). Now the Torah is the 1st 10 of what would 

eventually be the 623 rules/regulations – in fact, the other 

613 fit in one of these 10. God gave them to guide His 

people in society and to direct them into relationship. 



II The FOCUS of the Ten Commandments 

 

Before we read Exodus 20 – it’s critical to understand what 

the Law is. The Hebrew word is Torah. And yet, the word 

means much more than law. These commandments weren’t 

dispensed to incarcerate the people or to confine them to a 

set of rules/regulations, but to set them free by providing for 

all a guiding instruction of right/wrong and good/evil. 

Meaning, the Torah is truth/instruction to breed life and to 

train us to maturity/intimacy w/ God and one another. 

 

In fact, a closer look at the 10 statements reveals that the first 

(4) involve our relationship w/ God while the next (6) 

involve our relationship w/ our fellow man. And this is 

precisely what Jesus speaks to some 1,500 yrs later. 

 

Then one of them, a lawyer, asked a question to test Him – 

saying, “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the 

law?” Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God 

w/ all your heart, w/ all your soul, and w/ all your mind.’ 

This is the first and great commandment. The second is like 

it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Mt. 22:34-40 

 

So what just happened? This Pharisees misunderstood the 10 

Commandments and saw them as rules to be upheld instead 

of allowing them to be guiding principles to lead the people 

into intimacy w/ God. B/c of this, he missed the obvious – 

the Torah is about relationship w/ God and others. 



Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I 

will give you rest. (the reason they’re weary and heavy laden 

is b/c they were exhausted from trying to keep the 623 

rules/regulations misapplied by the misguided religious 

leaders) – so Jesus says… and take My yoke upon you and 

learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 

will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 

burden is light.” Mathew 11:27-30 

  

A yoke was a Rabbi’s interpretation of the Law/prophets – 

and Jesus explained that His yoke was easier b/c it involved 

(2) things – loving God and loving others the way God loves 

you. Jesus took the 10 Commandments and paired them 

down to (2) guiding principles – and in doing so, He (1) took 

the focus off of trying to keep the rules and put them on 

having a relationship w/ God; and (2) He simplified the truth 

to reveal His grace for all people by pointing to the solution 

of our inability b/c w/out God’s grace we can’t keep the 

TWO any more than we can keep the TEN. 

 

III The INTENT of the Ten Commandments 

 

Which brings us to the intent of the Law. The Torah 

wasn’t given to provide mankind a list of rules to follow to 

earn God’s favor; rather, it was a tutor to teach us about our 

inability to live up to this high standard – and thus pointing 

us to our need for God. (see Galatians 3) 



What purpose does the law serve? It was added b/c of 

transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the 

promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by 

the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator doesn’t mediate for 

one only, but God is one. Is the law then against the 

promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law 

given which could have given life, truly righteousness would 

have been by the law. But the Scripture has confined all 

under sin that the promise by faith in Jesus might be given to 

those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept 

under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would 

afterward be revealed. Therefore the law was our tutor to 

bring us to Christ, so we might be justified by faith. But after 

faith has come, we’re no longer under a tutor. Gal. 3:19-25 

 

This means that the idea of keeping the 10 Commandments 

as the mechanism to earns God’s forgiveness and gain access 

into heaven (by being good) was never God’s plan. Yes – the 

Law affords us clarity of right from wrong and good from 

evil – but God’s real intent was to show us our inability to 

keep it thus revealing to us we’re sinner’s in need of a Savior 

and that salvation is only found in the shed blood of Christ 

on the cross for the atonement for sin. 

  

The classic N.T. encounter to give us clarity into this reality 

is the story of the rich, young ruler found in Matthew 19. 

  



A man came and asked, “Good Teacher, what good thing 

shall I do so I may have eternal life?” Jesus replied, “Why 

do you call Me good? No one is good but God. But if you 

want to enter into life – keep the commandments.” He said 

to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ 

‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You 

shall not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your 

mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

The young man said, “All these things I have kept from my 

youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want 

to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor; 

and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow 

Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went 

away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Mt. 19:16-22 

 

This man was culturally convinced that by keeping the 

commandments he was going to be okay w/ God. So Jesus’ 

response came as a surprise putting a jolt into his theology 

and eternity by confronting this great misunderstanding. 

 

And yet there are scores of people around the world today 

who are convinced that somehow and in some way they’re 

okay w/ God b/c they’re good people who’ve followed 

enough of the rules that they should be okay w/ God. 

 

Stat: A recent Gallup poll found that 85% of respondents 

believed we should live by the 10 Commandments – only 

15% could name up to (5) of them.  



Sad – in preparation for the release last year of the updated 

10 Commandments movie, Kelton Research surveyed 1,000 

people and asked – How many of the 10 Commandments 

can you name? When put to the test, Americans recalled the 

(7) ingredients of a McDonald’s Big Mac more easily than 

the 10 Commandments. 80% could name 2 all-beef patties 

but only 58% knew Thou shall not kill. 62% knew the B.M. 

had pickles, but only 45% knew honor your father/mother. 

  

IV The RELEVANCE of the Ten Commandments 

 

There are many people who believe the 10 Commandments 

are irrelevant today and that Jesus came to dismantle/abolish 

them but that’s not true. Jesus Himself explained that He 

didn’t come to abolish the Law but to fulfill/complete them. 

Meaning if anything, Jesus came to uphold/magnify them.  

 

Do not think I came to destroy (abolish) the Law or the 

Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For 

assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, not 

one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till 

all is fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of 

these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called 

least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and 

teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. For I say to you, unless your righteousness exceeds 

the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by 

no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:17-20 



Jesus’ point was simple – unless your righteousness comes 

from God and not from yourself – it will never exceed that 

of the scribes and Pharisees – who were masters at giving the 

impression they were following the rules. 

 

Lest we forget… all 623 rules/regulations were given for our 

good to teach us right from wrong and good from evil. They 

offer all of humanity boundaries and provide us w/ a cultural 

standard of righteousness/fairness. And in keeping them, we 

should all discover quite quickly that we in actuality cannot 

keep them thus accomplishing their actual purpose.  

 

The 10 reveal a flaw in our spiritual character as we cannot 

in our humanity live up to this standard thus revealing that 

we’re sinners in need of a Savior – thus pointing us to God’s 

solution to the problem of sin – Jesus and the cross. 

 

This means in fulfilling the Law thru His death/resurrection, 

Jesus completed where the Law fell short. The 10 put us on a 

pathway to salvation, but it couldn’t complete the crossover 

– so God sent His Son to cross the great divide. And as the 

old Point of Grace song says – there’s a cross to bridge the 

great divide. The 10 Commandments – God’s guiding 

principles for all life – point us to the one and only real 

solution to life – the Cross. 

 

God spoke these words, saying: “I am the Lord  your God, 

who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 



bondage. “You shall have no other gods before Me. “You 

shall not make for yourself a carved image – any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or is in the earth beneath, 

or is in the water under the earth; you shall not bow down to 

them nor serve them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous 

God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to 

the 3rd and 4th generations of those who hate Me, but 

showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep 

My commandments. “You shall not take the name of the 

Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not hold him 

guiltless who takes His name in vain. “Remember the 

Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do 

all your work, but the 7th day is the Sabbath of the Lord your 

God. In it you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your 

daughter, nor your male servant or female servant, nor your 

cattle, nor your stranger who is w/in your gates. For in six 

days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and 

all that is in them, and rested the 7th day. Therefore 

the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. “Honor 

your father and your mother, that your days may be long 

upon the land which the Lord your God is giving you. “You 

shall not murder. “You shall not commit adultery. “You 

shall not steal. “You shall not bear false witness against 

your neighbor. “You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male 

servant, nor his female servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, 

nor anything that is your neighbor’s.” Exodus 20:1-17 

 


