
Timeless – No Other gods       8/12/18 

Exodus 20:1-3         Sunday AM 

 

I remember well my 1st car – a 1973 clutch-less 4-speed VW 

Bug that’d do 0-60 in about 3 days. I also remember the joy 

of having to change the oil – which of course I hated to do. 

So I’ll never forget the day I heard about the Sears 15 pt. oil 

change for $15.99. Yes, for a poor 17 yr. old, that was a lot 

of money, but it was worth it. I didn’t have to get under the 

car. I didn’t have to get oily/dirty. And I didn’t have to waste 

my time trying to find somewhere nature-friendly to dispose 

of the oil. But even better, it was a 15 pt. oil change which 

meant they did more than just change the oil. They also: 

 

 Filled/topped off the brake/washer fluids… 

 Checked the treads/inflated the tires… 

 Checked/replaced the filters/belts… 

 Vacuumed the interior/disposed of the trash… 

 They even squirted a nice scent of new leather into my 

cloth seats (heaven) 

 

Whenever I drove away, it almost felt like I had a brand new 

1973 VW bug in 1984 – and all for $15.99. It almost felt as 

if my car looked better, could run faster, and go farther. 

 

It reminds me of when Cam was 4 and he thought he could 

run faster/jump higher just b/c he got new pair of shoes! 

 



So why do I bring this up and how does this relate to our 

series? Wouldn’t it be great if there was something like a 

Sears 15 pt. oil change for our spiritual lives? Well, there 

is… Only it’s not a 15 pt. service offered by Sears but a 10 

pt. service offered by God – the 10 Commandments. 

 

Last week we began a series on the 10 Commandments 

entitled Timeless b/c these guiding instructions are timeless 

truths to help us understand right/wrong and good/evil and 

how b/c of the fall we are unable to keep – thus revealing our 

need for a Divine solution to our problem of sin to reconcile 

us to God. So God gave us the Law (Torah) is an essential 

tool to set us on a course to the Cross and salvation. 

 

As mentioned last week, the 10 Commandments can be 

broken into (2) groups: the 1st (4) pertain to our relationship 

w/ God and the 2nd (6) deal w/ our relationship w/ people – 

that prompted Jesus to consolidate them into (2) commands: 

(1) Love God w/ all your heart, mind, soul, strength – and 

(2) Love others as God has loved you. 

  

This AM we’re going to look at the 1st and most critical of 

these 10 guiding instructions. In fact, the next (3) commands 

could be considered how to get the 1st command correct. 

 

God spoke these words: “I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You 

shall have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20:1-3 



I It is about Your PRIORITY 

 

Right out of the box we see that the 10 Commandments are 

about the priority of relationship. They’re about the God 

who wants to be engaged w/ His people to be their provider, 

protector, and providence. But to have such a relationship 

requires we each settle the issue of the THRONE.  

 

Whenever I read this text I’m reminded of a truth God wrote 

on my soul – Every heart has a throne and every throne has 

a God. The question is who (or what) is sitting on the throne 

of your life? Is it the big “G” God or little “g” god?  

 

Why is this important? B/c whoever sits on the throne gets 

to call the shots.  They get to be god! And Big “G” – God 

doesn’t share His throne w/ anyone or anything. 

 

See – God has designed us w/ an internal throne where He 

wants to sit – this is the heart of the 1st Command. He calls 

us to keep this throne clear for Him alone, “You shall have 

no other gods before me,” b/c He wants to be the apple of 

your eye. He wants your worship, trust, adoration, and hope. 

 

Notice again the initial statement: I am the Lord your God, 

who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  

 

I am YOUR God – is a statement of relationship. And the 

qualifier is what He did – He rescued them from Egypt. 



The reason this 1st command is so critical is b/c it sets in 

motion the direction of our affections and the responsiveness 

of our wills to seek intimacy/dependence w/ God. It says our 

1st and highest priority is to be in right relationship w/ Him. 

 

Everything begins w/ the right priorities – and right 

priorities begin w/ God. Unknown 

 

II It is about Your PREFERENCES 

 

Another reason this 1st command is so critical is b/c it sets in 

motion the direction of our appetites and the responsiveness 

of our wills as we determine who/what we’re going to obey.  

 

I’m reminded of the couple discussing a trip to the holy land. 

The husband said, ''Wouldn't it be great to visit the holy land 

to stand on Mt. Sinai to read the 10 Commandments?'' She 

said, ''It’d be even better if we stayed home and kept them!''  

 

Coming out of Egypt, the Israelites had been immersed in a 

polytheistic culture where they witnessed the worship of the 

gods of the fields, rivers, sun, moon, and so on. They’d 

experienced everything Egyptian, so God reminded them 

that it was Him, and Him alone, who brought them out of 

Egypt. He was the one who sent the angel of death, who 

parted the Red Sea, who provided a cloud by day/a pillar of 

fire by night; who brought water from the rock, and provided 

manna in the AM and quail in the PM.  



So He says – You shall have no other gods before me. Two 

interesting ideas combining to make a single statement. 

 

 A No Other God but GOD 

 

no other gods (elohim acherim) means no strange gods. 

 

While there’s only one God – there are certainly any number 

of idols/pretenders who’ve been given a name and mistaken 

as a god. But this is nothing new. There have been false gods 

throughout history that people tend to bow too. (Big 3), 

 

  1 Baal – the god of POWER  

 

The Philistines put there hope in Baal – the god of power. 

They believed Baal was the supreme god who could call 

down fire from heaven to consume. 

 

Remember Elijah at Mt. Carmel w/ 450 prophets of Baal – 

God of Israel vs god of the Philistines. The prophets of Baal 

spend all day dancing/asking Baal to show up but he never 

came – b/c he didn’t really exist. But the God of Elijah 

showed up/showed out and it was all over but the crying. 

 

There exists still today an idol of power. Power suits wearing 

power ties who are power hungry eating power bars. People 

who want to call the shots/possess the control. 

  



Nearly all men can stand in adversity, but if you want to test 

a man’s character – give him power. Abraham Lincoln 

   

  2 Ashtorath – the goddess of PLEASURE 

 

Whether known as Bast (Egyptian), Aphrodite (Greek), or 

Hedone (Roman) – people are still prone to bow at the altar 

of pleasure/sensuality – which is still an idol today. 

 

According to the website the Medium – the porn industry’s 

net worth is $97 billion – and it makes more money in a year 

than MLB, the NFL, and the NBA combined.  

 

It’s no wonder sexuality/perversity is at an all-time high b/c 

– it’s rampant and unchecked at nearly every turn to gratify 

the flesh of men/woman. 

 

  3  Mammon – the god of PROSPERITY 

 

Mammon is the idol of materialism and the love of money. It 

is when your possessions possess you and when the desire 

for more can’t be satisfied.  

 

It’s when you forsake faithful stewardship to put your trust 

in your 401k and bank accounts instead of trusting God and 

following His will for the blessings He’s provided. 

 



Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 

moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 

moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also… No one can serve two masters. Either 

you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and mammon. Matthew 6:19-24 

  

Money is w/out a doubt a primary driving idol in our culture. 

It seems everything, including church, is measured by the 

almighty dollar and what it can do. Lest we forget though – 

money isn’t evil, but necessary. But as Paul said to Timothy 

– the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. 

 

Of course there are other idols/gods out there vying for our 

affections – desiring our allegiance… and promising to bring 

us earthly satisfaction – but there can be only one God. 

 

 B No Other Place but ALONE 

 

before me – means before my face 

 instead of me – we substitute something else for God 

 in front of me – we disregard God for idols to His face 

 in addition to me – we crowd God out w/ other things 

 



HUGE – This command doesn’t mean we can have other 

gods/idols so long as God is first – it means we’re to have no 

other gods/idols at all. 

 

Whatever we make the most of is our God. Martin Luther 

 

So what does this mean? What am I to do w/ this truth? Let 

me ask you a serious question… 

 

Is there anything in your life that has come b/w you and your 

relationship w/ God? I’m not asking if you use a crystal ball 

to plan your future or if you excessively clean your car or go 

to every UGA sporting event. I’m asking if there’s anything 

or anyone you put in front of your relationship w/ the one 

true God of the Bible. Let me ask in a different way: 

 

 Would you rather be late for work or late to church?  

 Are you more likely to skip a favorite show or devotion?  

 Have you ever given up a meal to pray to hear from God?  

 Are you more likely to skip, tip, or give a tithe? 

 To whom would your children say you’re most devoted? 

 Are you insulted more by the use of the Lord’s name in 

vain or an insult of your alma mater? 

 

To put God before all others is to put Him alone in the center 

to make sure your life revolves around Him and that all the 

details and priorities of your life orbit around Him. Are you 

in need of a Copernican Revolution?  


