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Okay – just for fun… Do you know how many Federal laws 

there are in the U.S. legal code? Let me give you a few hints: 

 

 When the federal law was first codified in 1926, it could fit 

into a single volume, but by the 1980s, there were 50 vol. 

containing more than 23k pages 

 On avg. the US Congress approves 125 new laws per year  

 There a over 200k laws just on the use/ownership of guns 

 The IRS code contains 3.4 mil. words. If printed at 60 lines 

per page – it’d be over 7,500 pages long 

 All the laws combined address some 5000 federal crimes 

 

Any guesses? 1 mil.? 5 mil.? 10 mil.? Are you ready for the 

answer? No one knows! According to multiple sources, it 

can’t be known. Apparently, no one can count that high as 

the US has been creating, accumulating, and amending – and 

seldom removing laws, for nearly 250 yrs. 

 

I’ve saved the best news for last… If you reside in the US 

and its dinnertime, you’ve likely broken the law. In his book, 

3 Felonies a Day, civil-liberties lawyer Harvey Silverglate 

estimates the avg. person unknowingly breaks at least 

(3) federal criminal laws every day. (so fellow felons) 

 

So why is it people get upset w/ God over the 10? 

http://extent-of-regulation.dhwritings.com/
http://answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20110729115543AARxhUi


At least they’re right in front of us – simple/concise and easy 

to grasp; much easier than say the IRS tax law. Yet people 

seem to have more difficulty w/ God’s 10 than w/ the untold 

laws enacted by the government. Just this week I spoke w/ 

people who at the mention of God’s 10 began to bristle. 

  

Why? I think its b/c w/in every person there’s a spirit of 

rebellion – a notion that folds its arms, holds its breath, and 

says… “You can’t make me” – and b/c of the fall, we all 

have this inclination – it’s called flesh. It’s an attitude, aim, 

and ambition that says – I will do what I want to do, when I 

want to do it, how I want to do it, w/ whoever I want to do it 

– and I don’t have to tell you why! And if you don’t like it…   

 

Of course this is why we need a rule of law. For w/out a law, 

our conscience, our homes, our communities, our country, 

and our world would plunge into chaos. We all need a sense 

of right/wrong and good/evil – we need a standard of justice 

for those who refuse to fall into line and most importantly, 

we need a measure to point us to the truth. 

 

Two weeks ago we began a series on the 10 Commandments 

entitled Timeless b/c these guiding instructions are timeless 

truths to help us understand right/wrong and good/evil and 

how b/c of the fall we’re unable to keep them – thus 

revealing our need for a Divine solution to our problem of 

sin to reconcile us to God. So God gave us the Law as an 

tutor to set us on a right course to the Cross/salvation. 



As previously mentioned, the 10 Commandments can be 

broken into (2) groups: the 1st (4) pertain to our relationship 

w/ God and the 2nd (6) deal w/ our relationship w/ people – 

this prompted Jesus to consolidate them into (2) commands: 

(1) Love God w/ all your heart, mind, soul, strength – and 

(2) Love others as God has loved you. 

  

This AM we’re going to look at the 2st command that 

addresses the idea of honorable worship. Whereas the 1
st
 

Command focused on worshipping the right God; this 2nd 

Command addresses how to worship God RIGHTLY.  

 
You shall not make for yourself a carved image – any likeness of 

anything that’s in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, or in the 

water under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve 

them. For I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the 

iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the 3rd and 4th 

generations of those who hate Me, but showing mercy to 1,000’s, 

to those who love Me and keep My commandments. Exodus 20:4-6 

 

Right off the bat we see that the 2nd command says HOW we 

worship matters as much to God as WHOM we worship. 

Whereas the 1
st
 command is clear that we’re not to worship 

anything other than god – this command means we’re not to 

worship God through an object we’ve created.  

 

A good illustration of the difference b/w the 1st and 2nd 

commandments comes from King Jehu in 2 Kings 9-10. 



In 2 Kings 9, Jehu is praised for eliminating Baal worship 

from Israel by putting Ahab/Jezebel to death and destroying 

all the priests/temples of Baal. Yet he allowed the sin of 

Jeroboam to remain as the people worshipped golden calves. 

 

So Jehu destroyed Baal worship in Israel. However, he did 

not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which 

he had caused Israel to commit – the worship of the golden 

calves at Bethel/Dan (Jeroboam was King of Judah in the 

divided kingdom. He found it inconvenient to travel to 

Jerusalem for worship, so in pride, he built a 2nd Temple so 

the people could worship golden calves – which displeased 

God. The Lord said to Jehu, “B/c you have done well in 

accomplishing what is right in my eyes and have done to the 

house of Ahab all I had in mind, your descendants will sit on 

the throne of Israel to the 4th generation.” Yet Jehu was not 

careful to keep the law of the Lord, the God of Israel, w/ all 

his heart. He did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam, 

which he had caused Israel to commit. 2 Kings 10:28-31 

 

W/ this in mind, let’s look at the 2nd guiding principle. There 

are (3) parts to this command: rule, reason, risk/reward. 

 

I The RULE  

 
You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything 

in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 

You shall not bow down to them or worship them; (NIV) 



The rule is simple – there can never be any substitute for 

God or any affection given to anything but to Him. 

 

Going back to Jehu… While he eliminated Baal (no other 

gods), he missed the 2nd command, the worship of things – 

the golden calves were an image created by man to worship 

God – only God wants to be worship for who He is. 

 

You might be asking, “What’s the big deal, they’re still 

worshipping God!” Let me ask it in a different way. How 

would you feel if your children took the GI Joe/Barbie dolls 

you bought them and named them dad/mom – and then spent 

more time talking/inter-acting w/ them than w/ you? 

 

Why would the Creator ever want us to substitute Him for 

something He created? When we allow something to replace 

the true worship of God for something else, then we’re not 

engaging w/ the God who wants relationship w/ us.  

 

In today’s church, many people have allowed the music to 

become a substitute for worshipping God. We’ve allowed 

our musical taste/preferences to dictate our pursuit of God by 

making hymns/contemporary songs a golden calf.  

 

I’ve also seen people allow a particular version of the Bible 

to become a substitute for worship.  Yes… the Bible is a gift 

to us, but it’s not the Bible we’re to worship but the God of 

the Bible who we’re to bend our knee/bow our hearts. 



Don’t get me started on the worship of churches/church 

styles; or even worse, the worship of pastors who’ve become 

religious celebrities (so of whom embrace/profit from this 

adulation). Can I let you in on a little secret… all of these 

men/women are just people. They’re no more special than 

the next. They all put their pants on just like you do… one 

leg at a time. Most importantly, they’re all sinners in need a 

Savior just like you/me. 

 

I am the Lord; that is my name! I will not yield my glory to 

another or my praise to idols. Isaiah 42:8 

 

One of the best examples I can think of to fulfill the 2nd 

command is Isaiah response to God’s favor in Isaiah 6. 

 

In the year King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a 

throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the 

temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: w/ 

two he covered his face, w/ two he covered his feet, and w/ 

two he flew. One cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, 

holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His 

glory!” And the doorposts were shaken by the voice of him 

who cried out, and the house was filled w/ smoke. So I said: 

Woe is me, for I am undone! B/c I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my 

eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.” Then one of the 

seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he 

had taken w/ the tongs from the altar and he touched my 



mouth w/ it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; 

your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.”  Also I 

heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, and 

who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 

  

 We need a correct APPROACH to God  (holy…) 

 We need a correct ATTITUDE towards God (woe…) 

 We need a correct AFFECTION for God  (here…) 

 We need a correct ANSWER to God   (send…) 

 

There can never be any substitute for God nor any affection 

given to anyone/thing but to Him – only He is worthy! 

  

II The REASON 

 

…for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, 

 

The reason for this rule is b/c God is jealous for His 

relationship w/ you – but w/ God jealousy is a virtue. The 

actual translation means – zealous. God is zealous for you. 

 

This means God isn’t jealous in the sense that He’s envious 

of other gods – He knows there are no other gods. He’s 

jealous in that He loves you and zealously wants the best for 

you. He’s passionately protective of you as any good parent 

is for their children.  

 



God’s jealousy isn’t the insecure, insane, and possessive 

human jealousy we often interpret the word to mean. Rather 

it is an intensely caring devotion to the object of His love – 

like a mother’s jealous protection of her children or a 

father’s jealous guarding of His home. 

 

For you shall worship no other god: for the Lord, whose 

name is Jealous, is a jealous God.  Exodus 34:14 

 

God is rightly overly protective of anyone/anything vying to 

replace your worship, adoration and praise to Him. He’s 

jealous to protect His love for you and your love for Him. 

 

III The RISK / REWARD 

 

…visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the 

3rd and 4th generations of those who hate Me, but showing 

love to a 1,000 generations of those who love me and keep 

my commandments. 

 

Domino Effect. A domino effect is the cumulative result 

produced when one corresponding event triggers a 

succession of similar events resulting in a chain reaction. 

We’ve all seen a domino display set off. The 1st domino falls 

resulting in every subsequent domino falling until they’re all 

knocked down. This phrase is talking about how our action 

of worshipping something other than God can have a 

spiritual domino effect on the generations that follow. 



God knows our actions have far-reaching results. He knows 

if we have a lax attitude about our relationship w/ Him then 

more than likely, our kids will pick up those attitudes and be 

less likely to be concerned about spiritual things. 

 

If a dad begins replacing church/God for enjoying “God in 

the great outdoors”, then the 2nd domino – his kid, will figure 

that if dad doesn’t think it’s important than why should I? 

Then the 3
rd

 domino, the grandchild is more likely to never 

go to church potentially affording him the chance to grow up 

to be an agnostic – leading his children to become atheists. 

 

So it’s not that God punishes the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th generations 

for sins committed by the 1st – but rather, it’s that God keeps 

seeing the same kind of sins being committed in the 

generations that follow bringing harm to themselves and to 

their legacy b/c they project a wrong desire for God. 

 

When a man puts something as the object of worship in the 

place of God, he passes on the same practice to His offspring 

and to their offspring. G Campbell Morgan 

 

Juxtaposed to the man who leads his family away from God 

b/c of his sinful ways of substituting God for something else, 

the person who walks w/ God and worships Him in Spirit 

and truth, influences a 1000 generations b/c they are pointing 

others in the right direction and showing them the way to 

honor God w/ their lives. 


