
Timeless – Lip Service        8/26/18 

Exodus 20:7         Sunday AM 

 

My name is Joseph Italo Rodgers – yes… my middle name 

is Italo – Italy w/ an “o”. And yes… I’m very proud of my 

middle name b/c I was named after my hero – my grandpa. 

When I was a kid, my grandpa and I spent nearly every 

Saturday together hanging out. He invested his life into me 

and loved me like few have ever loved a child. I cherish the 

honor of bearing his name. 

 

What’s in a name? In most instances – MUCH! B/c a name 

is a power thing that conjures up emotions, memories, and 

all kinds of idea. For example, what do you think of if I say 

Benedict Arnold? How about George Washington? Abe 

Lincohn? Mother Theresa? Billy Graham? But if I say Hitler 

or Osama Bin Laden, or the name of someone you don’t like 

it invokes a different set of ideas/emotions all together b/c 

every name has meaning. 

 

What about God? What does His name mean to you? I 

heard a true, but sad story of a little girl in S.S. for the 1st 

time and the teacher was sharing on Christmas. As the 

teacher read thru the story of the angels, shepherds, and wise 

men – she came to the statement – “They shall call His name 

Jesus…” Immediately the girl asked, “Why did they have to 

name such a sweet baby a swear word?” The only time she’d 

ever heard the name of Jesus is was associated w/ cursing. 



If you’re just joining us, we’re in a series on the Ten 

Commandments entitled Timeless looking at 10 instructions 

intended to guide us to a right understanding of right/wrong 

and good/evil. More importantly, God gave them to establish 

a standard of righteousness no person is capable of keeping 

to reveal to us our sinful nature/depravity – and thus our 

need for a Divine solution to our problem of sin. So God 

gave us the Law to set us on a right course to the Cross. 

 

As previously mentioned, the 10 Commandments can be 

broken into (2) groups: the 1st (4) pertain to our relationship 

w/ God and the 2nd (6) deal w/ our relationship w/ people – 

this prompted Jesus to consolidate them into (2) commands: 

(1) Love God w/ all your heart, mind, soul, strength – and 

(2) Love others as God has loved you. 

  

Whereas the 1st Command focuses on worshipping the right 

God, the 2nd Command addresses how to worship the right 

God RIGHTLY; Today, we’re looking at the 3rd command 

to bring our attention about how we speak of God.  

 
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for 

the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain.  

 

vain – it means to misuse or use in an empty manner by 

treating something that’s so holy/sacred as common/secular. 

It means we’re to never speak/use God’s name carelessly, 

thoughtlessly, profanely, or flippantly. 



We’re never to make light of His name or use is 

inappropriately. Nor are we to misrepresent who He is or 

what He’s about. We’re to hold His name w/ the highest, 

most sacred regard treating it w/ respect, reverence, and awe 

b/c it’s a reflection of who He is, has done, and is doing. 

 

It reminds me of our last series on the Lord’s Prayer and the 

phrase – hallowed be your name. If you remember, it meant 

to ask God to cause His name to be set apart – WHY? B/c 

His name is unlike any other – it’s special/sacred. 

 

It makes me think of the Jewish scribes who copied the OT. 

When they came to the name of God – Jehovah, they’d wipe 

the pen and then go wash their entire bodies every time.     

 

FOUR Ways We Can MISUSE God’s Name 

 

1 We Use God’s Name PROFANELY 

 

After the Welsh revival of 1904, the foul-mouthed miners 

who’d been saved returned to the mines and had to retrain 

their mules b/c the animals were unable to understand the 

commands of the miners w/out profanity being used. 

 

Reminds me of the farmer who arrived home later than 

expected, so his wife asked him what’d taken so long. He 

said, "Well, I picked up the preacher down the road, and 

after, those horses couldn’t understand a thing I said to them. 



When we speak of using the Lord’s name in vain, most 

people think of using God’s name w/ foul language or in 

clichés like – “I swear to God… or oh my God…” 

 

The problem not only lies in our words, but in our disregard 

and disrespect for who God is and what He’s done for us. To 

profane something is to yank it down to our level so we can 

reduce its importance/authority over us by making it less. 

 

2 We Make PROMISES We Don’t Intend to Keep 

 

When we make a promise to God or to others in His name 

that we don’t intend to keep, we’re violating this command 

As believers, if we make a commitment to someone, we’re 

making an oath under God. God expects us to keep our 

word/fulfill our vow: otherwise we’re misusing His name. 

 

Above all, my brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by 

earth or w/ any other oath. But let your “Yes” be “Yes,” and 

your “No,” “No,” lest you fall into judgment. James 5:12 

 

3 We Offer Unfounded PROJECTIONS of God 

 

What do I mean? We misuse God’s name when we say/do 

things in God’s name God never asked us to do. 

 

You I know I believe God still speaks to His people, yet we 

must test what we believe God is saying thru His Word.  



I’m always hearing of people claiming God told them to say 

and do such/such… yet it doesn’t align w/ the Scripture. 

People claiming they’ve had some experience or word from 

God they feel compelled to place over others. 

 

I’m reminded of the Sons of Sceva in Acts 19? They were 

going out in the name of Jesus/Paul making great claims 

until the demon they encountered said, “Paul I know… Jesus 

I know, but who are you?” And then he gave them a beating.   

 

The Lord said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My 

name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to 

them; they prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a 

worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart. Jeremiah 14:14 

 

There are plenty of people, well-meaning people, running 

around in Jesus’ name saying whatever they want to say and 

then pinning it on God. Some do it to manipulate, some to 

justify, some out of ambition – using God’s name in vain! 

 

4 We Speak of God in PRETENSE 

 

This occurs when people invoke God’s name to make 

themselves look better and more spiritual than what they are. 

They’re using God’s name to make a name for themselves or 

to gain some earthly benefit. 

  

 



Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 

heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 

we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your 

name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ Then I will 

declare to them, ‘Depart from me you workers of sin – I 

never knew you!’ Matthew 7:21-23 

 

I remember yrs ago talking w/ a business man who admitted 

the only reason he went to church was to drum up business 

to make more money. He was using God’s name to get 

ahead and to benefit himself – and God doesn’t like it. 

 

Three Ways We Can MAGNIFY God’s Name 

 

1 HONOR His Name – It Reveals His PERSON 

 

If you reverse the concept of this command from a negative 

to a positive, I’d say – Take God’s name and honor it.   

 

2 PRAISE His Name – It Realizes His PRESENCE 

 

I will exalt you, my God and King; I will praise your name 

forever and ever. Psalm 145:1 

  

By understanding the names of God we’re able to praise and 

worship Him more effectively – b/c we know who He is. 

 



3 TRUST His Name – It RELEASES His Promises 

 

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run to 

it and are safe.  Proverbs 18:10 

 

God’s name is a fortress providing protection for His people.  

Each name expresses who we can run to in our time of need.    

 

 


