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Let me take you on a short journey. When I was too young to 

remember, my parents took me to our local Episcopal church, 

where the minister sprinkled water over my head as a gesture 

of baptism. The expectation was that when I was around 11, I 

would go through confirmation to affirm my parent’s decision. 

 

Fast forward 11 yrs of irregularly attending church and seldom 

ever hearing the name of Jesus. I’m watching my brother play 

baseball, and a young high school student sits down beside me 

and begins to talk w/ me about having a faith in Christ. Shortly 

after that encounter, I made a personal decision to believe in 

Jesus, but since I was sprinkled when I was an infant, my mom 

didn’t want me to get baptized by immersion. By time I turned 

14, my parents finally relented, and I was baptized at 

Clairmont Hills Baptist Church in Decatur – but if I’m being 

honest, I really didn’t understand why? 

 

Then at the age of 18, after a season of wandering in my faith, 

I was baptized again – only this time, I understood what it 

meant and why I was doing it. I would get baptized one final 

time – and that was this past October in Israel and in the 

Jordan River, but this time it was for the experience – b/c that 

is where Jesus was baptized. 

 



I share my story for two reasons. First, b/c there’s much 

confusion surrounding the meaning and purpose of this church 

ordinance – and second, while I was dunked and sprinkled  

some four times – God only wants us to be baptized once – 

and yet it is critical we understand why? 

 

I WHAT is the Meaning of Baptism? 

 

A  Baptism is an Act of CONFESSION 

 

Baptism is a public confession of belief in the death, burial 

and resurrection of Jesus as Savior. Our entrance into the 

water identifies us w/ Christ’s death on the cross, His burial 

in the tomb, and His resurrection from the dead. 

 

Going under the water was a burial of your old life; coming 

up out of it was a resurrection, God raising you from the 

dead as he did Christ. When you were stuck in your old sin-

dead life, you were incapable of responding to God. God 

brought you alive – right along w/ Christ! Think of it! All 

sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that old arrest warrant 

canceled and nailed to Christ’s cross. Colossians 2:12-14 

 

B Baptism is an SYMBOL of Comittment  

 

Baptism serves to outwardly testify to a personal, inward 

commitment. It is a public display of commitment to God.  

 



Let’s say I’m not married right, but if I put a wedding ring 

on my finger – would it make me married? No. In the same 

way, I can be baptized in a church, but that doesn’t make me 

a true believer in Christ. Now imagine I am married. My 

wife and I make a public commitment in the wedding 

ceremony, but I just didn’t have my ring on my finger. 

Would that mean I wasn’t married? No. Why? B/c my 

marriage is based on a commitment and not a ring. In the 

same way, it’s possible to be a believer but not baptized – 

my sins are still paid in full and I’m forgiven by God. Now 

imagine I’m married and wearing my wedding ring? I’m 

publicly testifying of a commitment I’ve made to my wife. 

Why? B/c I want the world to know it! In the same way, if 

I’ve trusted Christ to save me from sin, and He’s the Lord of 

my life, then I’d want everyone to know it. So baptism is a 

statement to everyone who sees it that I’ve trusted Christ for 

salvation and I’m committed to living for Him. 

 

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer; it shows you’re 

already one! It doesn’t save you, but testifies to a life 

transformed by the God – so salvation is a result of faith in 

the grace of God. 

 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and 

this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, 

so that no one can boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

 



C It INTRODUCES You to the Family of God 

 

Baptism also connects us to the ‘body of Christ’, his people 

in the earth. In baptism there’s a real sense of being joined 

w/ other believers, not just participating in an individual act 

of our own spiritual journey. 

 

For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body  

1 Corinthians12:12 

 

D Baptism is Our ACCEPTANCE of a New Life 

 

Baptism is a symbol of our new life in Christ. The old life is 

buried and we rise to walk in a new life. It is accepting our 

commission and inauguration of our earthly ministry. 

 

We were buried w/ him through baptism into death in order 

that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. Romans 6:4 

 

E Baptism is a Spiritual ALTAR to Guide Us 

 

Baptism is a spiritual reference point that stands tall on the 

horizon of our lives constantly reminding us of God presence 

and promises in our lives as we experience life.  

 

 

 



II WHY should I consider getting baptized? 

 

The reason we’re baptized is to follow the example of Jesus 

in accordance w/ the command of Scripture to publicly 

identify our faith and give testimony of the work of Jesus on 

the cross and in His resurrection. 

 

III HOW are we to be baptized? 

 

As per the example of Jesus – by immersion in water. The 

word “baptize” comes from the Greek word baptizo which 

means to immerse or dip under water. 

 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 

Matthew 3:16. 

 

Every baptism in the Bible was by immersion under water.  

 

V WHEN are we to be baptized? 

 

But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news 

of the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they 

were baptized, both men and women. Acts 8:12 

 

Believers in the N.T. were baptized the same day after they 

had made a profession of faith. When a person believes in 

Christ, he can be, and is encouraged, to be baptized.  



The critical item is getting your baptism on the correct side 

of your salvation experience. B/c baptism is a symbolic act 

of belief in the death/burial/resurrection, it doesn’t precede 

conversion – it follows it. The reason many denominations 

baptize prior to salvation is based upon a doctrinal error and 

not a Biblical precedence. There’s not one instance of 

baptism occurring prior to salvation in the Bible. Infant 

baptism arose out of the early church as a response to 

dealing w/ original sin and was intended to be a covering 

until a person could affirm their faith. While this sounds nice 

in theory, there’s NO Biblical evidence for this act. The 

Bible reveals that baptism isn’t essential for salvation (this 

was the purpose of the cross), but is an act of declaration and 

obedience once a person has received Christ as their Savior. 

 

Then Philip began w/ that very passage of Scripture and told 

him the good news about Jesus. As they travelled along the 

road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, 

here’s water. Why shouldn’t I be baptized?” And he gave 

orders to stop the chariot. Then Philip and the eunuch went 

down into the water and Philip baptized him. Acts 8:35-39 

 

IV WHO should be baptized? 

 

Every person who’s made the decision to believe in Christ. 

When Paul writes to the believers in Rome, he assumes 

they’ve all been baptized (Romans 6).  

 



Those who accepted his message were baptized… Acts 2:41 

 

Who needs to give their life to Christ in salvation and be 

baptized? Who has already accepted Christ but has either 

never been baptized or was sprinkled as a child who like me 

and needs to get their baptism on the correct side of the 

salvation experience – after their commitment? Or who, b/c 

you finally understand baptism, would like to be baptized in 

the full awareness of the God’s calling on your life? 
 


