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I read a sadly humorous story this week about a newspaper 

editor who decided he’d print one of the 10 commandments 

every day for 10 days. At the end of (10) days, he received a 

note from a reader who said, “Cancel my subscription, your 

paper is getting too personal.” 

 

Truth is the 10 Commandments are personal b/c God gave 

them to us for relationship – so absolutely they’re personal. 

They were intended to help each us know the difference b/w 

right/wrong, good/evil, and God/good as we see God’s love 

reaching out to us to provide a solution to the problem of sin.  

 

The Law reveals that b/c of sin, not one person can satisfy 

God’s righteous standard – for all have sinned and fallen 

short of the glory of God. It also points us to God’s grace 

found in Jesus as God demonstrated His love for you/me in 

this way, while we were sinner, Jesus died for us. 

 

After (4) weeks of looking at the 1st set of commands that 

deal w/ our relationship w/ God, today we’re turning our 

attention to what many scholars have deemed the 

centerpiece command. For as we begin looking at the (6) 

commands that deal w/ out relationships w/ others – it all 

begins w/ the 5th command which involves the most critical 

human authority – honoring our father/mother. 



Honor your father and mother that your days may be long in 

the land the Lord your God is giving you. Exodus 20:12 

 

I A POSITION of Honor 

 

honor (kabed) to attach weight to or place superiority. It’s a 

word used to express our respect for the glory/majesty of 

God and His Divine authority over His creation. So to honor 

one’s parents is to give them the respect, value, and esteem 

due them for their Divine placement in our lives. 

  

It means to uphold one’s worth/influence by doing the things 

that’ll cause them to be respected in the eyes of others. It 

means to love/care for them throughout their lives, never 

neglecting them or acting like you’ve never been their child. 

 

To the child who’s not yet of age to think, plan, and provide 

for themselves, God has positioned over them an earthly 

authority who’s responsible to care for them, develop their 

character, and guide them to responsible godly living. 

 

Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old 

he will not depart from it. Proverbs 22:6 

 

train (hanak) to teach to give direction. The word refers to 

the roof of the mouth. Soon after birth, a Hebrew mid-wife 

would rub the baby’s gums w/ a paste made of honey/dates 

to create thirst to initiate the baby’s feeding instinct.  



Parents are called to create a sense of thirst in their children 

for Christ, character, compassion, and competency.  

 

(2) sides to same coin – The idea here is that children are to 

respect the position of authority God has given their parents 

while parents are to take full responsibility for caring for the 

children God has placed in their care. There’s a mutual 

sustaining of each other. Parents are to love, lead, guide, and 

influence while the kids are to obey, conform, and respect. 

 

Paul offers additional insight – Children, obey your parents 

in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother, 

which is the first commandment w/ a promise, that it may go 

well w/ you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth.” 

Fathers, don’t exasperate your children; instead, bring them 

up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Eph. 6:1-4 

 

In this 5th guiding principle, God makes it clear that children 

are to honor their parents b/c of their Divine position; but 

what’s not as clear, but still present in this command (as Paul 

shows us) is the charge for parents to lead their children in a 

manner that invites their honor. But it begins w/ parents.  

 

Before we jump into to this truth – I want to be clear. The 

command to honor your father/mother applies whether or not 

your parents have lived and parented in an honorable way. 

Yet for all of us parents, we’ve been called to parent in a 

way that would cause our children to want to honor us.   



II A PERSON Worth Honoring  

 

A few weeks ago in our family series, I referred to (5) truths 

of honorable parenting once shared by Adrian Rogers. This 

AM I want to go a little more in depth w/ what he offered. 

 

 A LOVE Your Children  

 

The height of parental love is giving your children what 

they need more than what they want. 

 

Listen: If your kids are normal, they want to eat candy/ice 

cream for dinner, stay up all night, play hooky from school, 

and come/go as they please – and have you pay for it. 

 

What they need is someone to guide/protect them, discipline 

them, and give them love/affection.  

 

To love your children isn’t being your child’s best buddy – it 

requires taking responsibility to do what’s needed to help 

them to become the person God has called them to be.  

 

 TALK w/ Them   Engage them 

 TOUCH Them   Show them affection 

 Spend TIME w/ Them Be present w/ them 

 

 

 



 B LEAD Your Children 

 

Parenting never stops b/c our kids need us. Yet how we 

parent must change as our children mature. But they’ll 

always need wisdom/guidance, truth, and an example. 

 

  1 Let Your Kids Catch You SEEKING God 

 

If dad/mom see God in the Bible then their children will first 

see God in mom/dad. 

 

A recent study revealed if mom/dad regularly attend church, 

72% of their kids remain faithful to attend. If only Dad 

attends regularly – 55% remain faithful; while if only Mom 

attends regularly – 15% remain faithful. If neither mom nor 

dad attends regularly – only 6% remain faithful.  

 

You shall love the Lord your God w/ all your heart, w/ all 

your soul, and w/ all your strength. These words which I 

command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when 

you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 

lie down, and when you rise up. Deuteronomy 6:5-7 

 

  2 Let Your Kids Learn SKILLS from You 

 

Teach your kids how to do things – whether it’s learning to 

cook, learning to do a hobby, learning how to wash the car.  



This past week I taught Camden how to wax a car. He didn’t 

love it, but he learned how to do it; and this afternoon, he’ll 

get his chance to do it all by himself by waxing Meg’s van. 

 

 C LIFT Your Children 

 

Encourage your kids. Praise them. Speak well of them. W/in 

reason, brag on them – but be careful not to mislead them. 

Don’t give them false hope. If they can’t hold a tune in a 

bucket, don’t tell them they’re the greatest singer in the 

world. If they’re not good at something, don’t puff them up 

so much they go out and embarrass themselves.  

  

At the end of the day – remember: Your children need your 

encouragement more than your praise. To encourage is to 

give courage. It’s to help them take good risks instead of 

being afraid. So it’s okay to be proud of your kids, but they 

need your encouragement more than they need your praise. 

 

Can I make a confession here? I have a problem w/ this. I 

just might be too proud of my kids – not just to others, but 

possibly even to them. In my defense, I’d rather be too proud 

of them than too critical of them, but I might need help! 

 

 D LIBERATE Your Children 

 

To liberate your children you first have to limit them. 



I realize this seems counterintuitive, but boundaries/rules 

and discipline are the greatest tools for setting your kids free.  

 

There’s safety in limitations that allow our kids to dream, 

take risks, and grow in wisdom/stature. Rules/boundaries not 

only establish a sense of right/wrong but they afford our kids 

a chance to try, and fail, and get back up.   

  

Discipline your children while they are young enough to 

learn. If you don't, you’re helping them to destroy 

themselves. Proverbs 19:18 

 

When I think of the power of limitations to liberate I’m 

reminded of the sons of Eli in 1 Samuel. B/c they had no 

limits, these boys not only grew up disrespectful to the dad 

the priest, and they grew up w/ no respect for God, others, or 

themselves – and in the end it cost them their lives. 

 

 E LAUGH w/ Your Children  

 

This is quite simple – LIGHTEN up! Enjoy your children 

and let them enjoy you. Play w/ them. Go on adventures w/ 

them. Make memories w/ them instead of regrets.  

 

Just recently I took Camden/Colin to join our students at the 

lake – and I had a blast w/ them. I honestly can’t remember 

the last time I laughed so hard. (See picture)  



This doesn’t mean stop parenting! Nor does it mean never 

give tough love. What it means is enjoy your children. You 

don’t have to be there BFF to enjoy each other. But you can 

do fun things together. You can go on trip. You can go on 

mission trips – you can have fun w/ your kids.  

 

III A PROMISE for Honoring 

 

…that it may go well w/ you and you may enjoy long life on 

the earth. Ephesians 6:3 

 

We see in Ephesians 6 that God does (2) things for those 

who honor their father/mother: 

 

 God will LIGHTENED Your Days 

 God will LENGTHENED Your Days 

 

God promises to bless those who honor their parents and 

give them longer life. Do you want God’s blessings and a 

long life – then honor your parents. Do you want your 

children to be blessed and have a long life – then be a parent 

to your children who is God-fearing and worth honoring. 

 

In 1993, when the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, 

NY, was being remodeled, workers discovered something 

unusual. As they were moving a display cabinet, they found 

an old photograph tucked behind the case of a stocky, 

friendly-looking man in a Sinclair Oil baseball uniform. 



Stapled to the picture was a note in a man’s scrawl that said, 

“You were never too tired to play ball. On your days off, you 

helped build the Little League field. You always came to 

watch me play. You were a Hall of Fame dad.  I wish I could 

share this moment w/ you.” 

 

No one knew how the picture got there or the identity of the 

man in the photo. A national sports magazine picked up the 

story, and a man came forward to say he’d tucked the picture 

and the note behind the display case during a visit. 

 

It seems the man in the photo was his late father. Just like 

the note said, this man was proud of his dad and believed he 

deserved to receive special recognition. So he decided to 

honor his father by holding his own little ceremony to induct 

his dad into the Hall of Fame. 


