
Timeless – Choose Life        9/16/18 

Exodus 20:13         Sunday AM 

 

Anyone like receiving gifts? I love gifts! I like giving them, 

but receiving is better. Whether it’s my birthday, Christmas, 

or just b/c someone wants to bless me… I’m always up for 

foraging thru a bag or ripping open some wrapping paper. 

 

Many people don’t realize it, but a few 1000 yrs ago, God 

gave humanity a gift called the 10 Commandments. He gave 

us guiding instructions to help us to know the difference b/w 

right/wrong and good/evil. More importantly, He gave them 

to us to draw us into relationship w/ Him.  

 

God’s Top 10 is a gift in that it shows us our propensity to 

sin and our inability to satisfy God’s holy standard b/c all 

have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. But God 

didn’t abandon us in our lostness b/c after the Law, He 

extended grace at the cross in that God demonstrated His 

love for you/me in this way, while we were sinner, Jesus died 

for us. So the Law is the gift that points us to God’s grace. 

 

As we continue our study of this gift, today we’re going to 

look at the 6th and the gift of life – You shall not kill.  

 

Now some of you are likely thinking: Pastor, We can skip 

this command b/c I haven't murdered anyone lately. 



Maybe not, but the respect for life in our country is scarce 

and diminishing. Did you know every 30 min. in the US 

someone is shot, stabbed, or beaten to death – that a person 

commits suicide every 12 seconds and that a baby is aborted 

every 1.3 seconds. By the time a child in the US reaches age 

18, they’ll have seen over 200k acts of violence on TV, not 

including the acts of violence they’ll have seen in movies or 

acted out in a video games. Suffice to say, we’ve become a 

nation desensitized to the value of human life. 

 

When it comes to the 6th Command you’d think it’d be pretty 

straight forward, yet it's the most misunderstood, misapplied, 

and misinterpreted of the Commandments. Partly b/c people 

read into the English word instead of studying the Hebrew.  

 

Of the (9) Hebrew words God could’ve told Moses to etch – 

He chose (ratsach) which means to pierce – it’s always 

translated to murder. It refer to willfully/intentionally and 

unlawfully taking the life another human being. 

 

Why is this important? B/c of what it doesn’t mean… 

 

 It’s not a prohibition on killing animals for food 

 

The Bible is clear about the difference b/w human life and 

animal life. In Genesis 9:3 God said: Everything that lives 

and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you green 

plants, I now give you everything. 



So the Bible doesn't command us to be vegetarian unless we 

want to be – but it is okay to eat animals for meat. 

 

 It’s not a prohibition on capital punishment 

 

In fact, the Bible speaks and approves of capital punishment 

saying there are some crimes deserving the death penalty. 

 

If anyone takes the life of a human being (murders), he must 

be put to death. Leviticus 24:17 

 

To maintain order in society, God has delegated authority to 

governments to establish and maintain law/order to punish 

wrong-doers so that others might be protected.  

 

 It’s not a prohibition against war 

 

…a time for war and a time for peace. Eccl. 3:8b 

 

You shall not murder – is a command to choose life instead 

of living in and accepting a culture of death. It’s a call to 

never willfully take the life of another human being. I want 

to take a few minutes to talk about God and Life: 

 

God is life and the author of life; He has set the rules for all 

life. He cherishes it – and in this command, He establishes 

the sanctity of life.  



Long before the 6th Command was etched, God held the 1st 

murderer, Cain, accountable for taking Abel’s life. Then, 

after the flood, God reminded Noah of the value of life: 

 

Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be 

shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind. G 9:6 

 

When I think about life I’m reminded of (3) things either 

Jesus said or was said about Him in the Gospel of John that 

gives us insight into the (3) aspects of life God gives to us: 

 

I God Gives PHYSICAL Life 

 

In the beginning was the Word, the Word was w/ God, and 

the Word was God. He was w/ God in the beginning. 

Through Him all things were made; w/out him nothing was 

made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was 

the light of all mankind. 1:1-4 

 

Note – thru Him all things were made… In Him was life… 

 

In the beginning, God uniquely created Adam/Eve and gave 

them the ability to procreate. 

 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male/female he created them. God 

blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number…” Genesis 1:28 



Genesis 2 speaks to how God created Adam: 

 

The Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and 

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being. Genesis 2:7 

 

formed – used of a potter who crafts a lump of clay into a 

chosen vessel. Meaning man was the highest/most unique of 

God’s creation – created in His image for relationship.  

 

Listen to the Psalmist who spoke of our creation: For you 

created my inmost being; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. I praise you b/c I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made… Psalm 139:13-14 

 

What does this mean? It means to attribute the origin of life 

to anyone/thing other than God is to diminish the value of 

life. It’s to cast the Creator aside to put one’s faith in a myth 

made up by man and supported by theory passed off as 

scientific but less than science. 

 

Nobel scientist, Dr. George Wald said of the origin of life: 

 

When it comes to the origin of life on this earth, there are 

only two possibilities: creation or spontaneous generation. 

There’s no 3rd way. Spontaneous generation was disproved 

100 yrs ago, but that leads us only to one other conclusion – 

that of supernatural creation. Sounds good, but he goes on… 



We can’t accept that on philosophical terms that life arose as 

a supernatural creative act of God; so we choose to believe 

the impossible that life arose spontaneously by chance. 

 

Modern man suffers from an identity crisis. Science tries to 

say we descended from the apes by chance. But if you trust 

in that interpretation, it’ll drastically affect the way you 

think/live. It’ll steal you away from a relationship w/ an all-

wise, all-powerful Creator who made you in His image. It’ll 

rob you of any significant meaning in life and destroy any 

basis for hope for the future. If we’re the product of random 

chance then we have no real purpose for life. 

 

II God Gives SPIRITUAL Life 

 

The idea of spiritual life is found in story of Nicodemus. 

 

Jesus said, “I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

unless they are born again.” “How can someone be born 

when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they can’t 

enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

Jesus answered, “I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of 

God unless they are born of water and the Spirit. Flesh gives 

birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should 

not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ The 

wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you 

cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 

w/ everyone born of the Spirit.” John 3:3-8 



Jesus is speaking of spiritual life – and spiritual life begins 

when a person responds to the call/conviction of God and 

then by faith accepts God’s grace expressed in the death and 

resurrection of Jesus – and they’re born again to spiritual life 

– and the old is gone and all things become new.   

 

Paul explained spiritual life in 2 Corinthians 5:14-21. 

 

For Christ’s love compels us, b/c we are convinced one died 

for all, and therefore all died. He died for all, that those who 

live should no longer live for themselves but for him who 

died for them and was raised again. So from now on we 

regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, 

if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old 

has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 

reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the 

world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 

them. He has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

Thus, we are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We beg you on Christ’s 

behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, so in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

 

 

 



 Spiritual living is initiated/compelled by God’s love 

 Spiritual living lives for God and others over self 

 Spiritual living lives under the influence of the H.S. 

 Spiritual living is burdened for others to be reconciled 

 Spiritual living represents God in this world 

 

III God Gives ETERNAL Life 

 

I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one 

will snatch them out of my hand.  John 10:27-28 

 

Eternal life speaks to both a quality/quantity of life. Notice 

there’s a promise of life and a protection to this life. Once a 

person is born again of God, they have the promise that 

when they’re life ceases on this side of eternity, it’ll begin 

into eternity; but until that day comes, nothing this side of 

eternity can thwart or take this promise away. 

 

In other words – for those who have received Christ as their 

Savior/Lord, God promises a happy ending. 

 

It reminds me of the little boy who went into the pet store to 

pick out his 1st puppy. As he looked over the litter, he saw 

one of the pups in the corner frantically wagging his tail – 

the boy said, “I want that one w/ the happy ending!” 

 

In Christ, that’s what we get – a happy ending of a life that 

never ends. Only Jesus can provide us w/ such a life. 



Let me close w/ one other passage from the book of John – 

look w/ me at John 10:10.  

 

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 

come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 10:10 

 

Whereas Jesus is the author/perfector of life, Satan (thief) is 

the embodiment of death and the extinguisher of life. One 

commentator described Satan as the sinister minister of 

death/destruction – who’s fixated on killing, stealing, and 

destroying. 

 

I share this w/ you b/c in choosing to value life by obeying 

the 6th Command, we’re rejecting Satan to embrace God’s 

gift of life – found only in the grace/love of God. 

 


