
RE – Remember               10/28/28 

Philippians 1:1-11        Sunday AM 

 

Have you ever thought about the power of a prefix? A prefix 

is an affix (a series of letters/numbers) placed at the front of 

a word stem that either qualifies or changes the meaning of 

the word.  For example, the word microscope – the prefix 

micro qualifies the type of scope. Or devalue – the prefix de 

explains that value is diminished. I find it interesting that 

while there are a large number of prefixes in the English 

language, the (4) most common prefixes account for 95% of 

prefixed words – dis, in, un, and re. 

 

dis – is derived from the Latin meaning apart, asunder, 

away and is used to reverse a words meaning giving it an 

opposite meaning from the root word – like/dislike 

 

in – means to be in or on or to disqualify as being not. 

Example – inject means to place in; inscribe means to write 

on – while invalid means to make not valid.  

  

un – means not. So unheard means to not be heard and 

unforgettable means it cannot be forgotten. 

 

re – means to again indicating repetition or to move back 

indicating w/drawal or backward motion. Like revert – to go 

back or repeat to say again – or repent – make an about face 

turn from sin to God. 



Now that you’ve had your etymology lesson for today, let me 

explain the intent of this newt series of lesson I’ve entitled 

RE. In the Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he was determined 

to encourage the Philippian believer b/c they had encouraged 

him. He wrote to inspire them to live joyful Christian lives 

for the glory of God telling them he wanted them to: 

 

1 REMEMBER their Partnership in the Gospel 

2 REMAIN Faithful to their Heavenly Calling 

3 REIMAGINE Life w/ a Godly Attitude 

4 RECONSIDER the Cost of Followship 

5 REJOICE in their Walk w/ the Lord   

 

As a means of setting the stage for the series, Philippi was a 

church near/dear to Paul’s heart. It was a church who’s start 

involved (2) women and a warden. Lydia blessed Paul. The 

slave girl bothered Paul. And the jailer beat Paul. Shortly 

after arriving to the city, Lydia was converted to Christ 

leading to all heaven breaking loose as Paul/Silas, in Acts 

16, were thrown into jail for casting a demon out of a slave 

girl being used to make money for some profiteers extorting 

her. Once healed, Paul/Silas were unjustly thrown into jail 

where God rocked the night leading to the jailer and his 

family coming to Christ – and instantly, Philippi had the 

beginnings of a church. But not just any church. Philippi 

would become one of the best supporters of Paul and his 

merry band of missionaries. In turn, Paul is writing to spur 

them along in their faith to joyful living.   



Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all God’s holy 

people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together w/ the overseers and 

deacons: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ. I thank my God every time I remember you. 

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray w/ joy b/c of your 

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being 

confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will 

carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. It is 

right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in 

my heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and 

confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace w/ 

me. God can testify how I long for all of you w/ the affection of 

Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 

more and more in knowledge and depth of insight that you may 

be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless 

for the day of Christ, filled w/ the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Paul begins his encouragement to this body of believers w/ a 

prayer for them to REMEMBER the essentials to living 

joyful in Christ. I believe these same encouragements still 

apply to us today to living joyfully in the Lord. 

 

You know… as I get older, each day I’m finding it 

harder/harder to remember things to the point I need to write 

things down or else I’m likely to forget. Well this week, I 

read a cute story about remembering.  

 



An older couple was having trouble remembering common, 

day-to-day things so they decided to begin writing down 

each other requests to avoid forgetting. One night, the wife 

asked if her husband if he’d like something from the kitchen. 

He said he’d like a bowl of ice-cream. As the wife went to 

the kitchen, he shouted, “Aren't you going to write it down?” 

She replied, “Don't be silly. I'm fixing it right now. I won't 

forget.” After a lengthy time, she returned w/ a plate of hash 

browns, eggs, and bacon. He took one look and said “I knew 

you should’ve written it down! You forgot the toast!” 

 

Remembering – the ability to recall/bring to mind someone 

or something seen, heard, or experienced in the past.  

 

I Remember Your CALLING 

 

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 

for all of you, I always pray w/ joy b/c of your partnership in 

the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of 

this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

 

Paul prays they might remember their calling as partners in 

the Gospel understanding that what God started in them so 

many yrs before He was continuing in them until His return. 

 

Do you know what your calling is as a child of God? 



Let me tell you what I am confident of as a Jesus follower. I 

am confident that until He returns, God’s purpose for our 

lives involves his will over our wishes, whims, wants, and 

desires. I’m also confident that in spite of our many earthly 

failures/frailties, He’s neither finished working on us or thru 

us for our good/His glory. I’m confident God’s chosen 

means to touch the world begins w/ us – His church.  

   

Partners in the Gospel – Paul uses the word koinonia. Now 

this is a familiar term often used in the context of church 

fellowship. But the word means more than popcorn, parties, 

picnics, and programs. It means to share a common mission 

or purpose requiring abandoned participation.  

 

Our calling is to unite w/ Christ/one another in the mission 

of sharing the good news of God’s love found in Jesus to the 

world around us to help all people to love God w/ all their 

heart, mind, soul, and strength – and to love others in the 

same manner that God has loved them. 

 

Our calling isn’t to gather in holy huddles sheltered from the 

lost world enjoying church programs/experiences; it is to 

come together to spur each other along to become more like 

Jesus as we represent Jesus in every area of our lives.    

 

Point – our calling is to know Jesus and to make Jesus 

known throughout the entire world. 

 



II Remember to Live Your CONVICTION 

 

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 

have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 

defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 

God’s grace w/ me. God can testify how I long for all of you 

w/ the affection of Christ Jesus. 

 

So Paul thanks the Philippians for their steadfast support of 

him as he suffered for Christ. So let me state the obvious. 

Paul’s ministry calling was no easy road. He experienced all 

forms of persecution/challenges – yet the people of Philippi 

never wavered in their personal support of him.   

 

Paul’s Point – the Philippians didn’t talk a big game, they 

live a big faith by putting their money where their mouth 

was. They didn’t just talk the talk, they walked the walk.  

They shared in the Gospel as they lived their faith. 

 

LISTEN – it is one thing to SAY you’re a Christian and 

quite another to LIVE it. James said, faith w/out works is 

dead – or faith w/out action is just words.  

 

Saying you’re a Christian isn’t the same as actually living 

out your faith thru obedient followship! The church is full of 

talkers whose lives raise questions of authenticity. 

 



Cheese Puff Follwers – people having w/ a lot of volume w/ 

little substance. Cheese Puffs are puffed up w/ religious air 

taking up space in the church bowl. If you were to crush 

them you’d be fortunate to get a teaspoon of substance.   

 

It’s faith alone that justifies, but faith that justifies isn’t 

alone.  Calvin 

 

III Remember Your Identity in CHRIST 

 

And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and 

more in knowledge and depth of insight that you may be able 

to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, filled w/ the fruit of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory and praise of God. 

 

Paul prays that they’d all be: 

1 ABOUNDING in Love 

2 ABLE in Discernment 

3 APPROVED in Character 

4 AUTHENTICATED by the Fruit of the Spirit 

 

Similar to his prayers in the epistles – Paul zeros in on the 

essential ingredient to experiencing a truly joyful walk w/ 

God – and that’s a surrendered, abiding intimacy w/ Jesus. 

 

Note that each item Paul mentions can’t be manufactured by 

the flesh – but require the empowerment from the H.S. 



 Can a person produce an agape (God-inspired) love apart 

from the H.S.? NO!  

 Can they have keen spiritual clarity/insight w/out the 

rhema (revelation) of the H.S.? NO!    

 Can they live blamelessly, above reproach, w/out sinning 

independent of the H.S.? Absolutely NOT! 

 Can a person generate the fruit of the Spirit independent of 

the H.S.? Of course NOT! 

 

Key Word – filled (pleroo) perf. pas. It means to make full, 

cause to abound, and be filled to capacity. The word 

expresses the present results of a past action. We’re filled 

and are still filled b/c of what God has done for us not b/c of 

what we can do for Him and never b/c of anything produced 

by human power/ability/ingenuity. 

 

This all speaks to who we are in Christ and how we respond 

to His leading – we abide. B/c of who He is and what He’s 

done, we’re victors, overcomers, saints, a royal priesthood, 

and chosen generation. See Romans 8:31-39  

 

Adrian Rogers – Remembering My Name  

 

The first key to experiencing a joy-filled Christian life is 

remembering your calling, your convictions, and your 

identity in Christ. 


