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On Nov. 16, 1930, Ms. Henrietta Garret, an 81 yr. old 

widow, passed away. For most of us, Ms. Henrietta’s death 

is sad, but uneventful. Yet her death set off the most fantastic 

case of inheritance litigation in history. At the time of her 

death, she had only one known relative, a 2nd cousin and less 

than a dozen friends – and more importantly, no will for $17 

mil. estate. As a result, people came out of the woodwork to 

attempt to prove their relationship w/ her and claim her 

estate. How many? Over 26,000 people from 47 states and 

29 countries using more than 3,000 lawyers. Each of them 

doing whatever they could to obtain a piece of her estate – 

all willing to commit perjury, faked family records, changed 

their names, and concoct absurd tales of legitimacy that 

resulted in 22 arrests, and 5 deaths.  

 

The lengths people will go to obtain more. It reminds me of 

the quote: To whom little is not enough – nothing is enough. 

 

After 10 weeks we’ve finally come to the last of the 10 

Commandments. 10 guiding statements God etched in stone 

to establish for us a standard of right/wrong and good/evil to 

reveal to us our inability b/c of sin to live up to His standard 

thus pointing us to God’s single solution to the problem of 

sin – which is the Cross. 

 



Now for those who would seek to diminish this righteous 

standard, I’d recommend running from them as these truths 

remain essential to our lives today. Matthew reminds us that 

Jesus didn’t come to abolish this Law but to fulfill it. So as 

we close out this series, let’s read them one more time: 

 

As we look at this final command, I want you to notice that 

this command is different from the previous (9). Whereas the 

1
st
 (9) involve actions, this final command is more about 

one’s attitude. The 1st (9) deal w/ our needs – while this one 

deals w/ our desires. Listen to vs. 17 again… 

 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not 

covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

As we get started, I want everyone to close their eyes and 

answer the following (6) questions.  

1 – What is the car of your dreams? 

2 – If you could have any home where would you live? 

3 – If you could have anyone’s abilities – mental, physical, 

spiritual, or emotional – what would you want? 

4 – If you could have anyone’s physical appearance, who 

would you look like? 

5 - If you could have any spouse, who would you marry? 

7 – If you could trade lives w/ anyone, who would it be? 

 

 



I CHECK Your Appetites 

 

A Delirious for DESIRE 

 

To covet is to crave/desire something you don’t have in an 

unhealthy/ungodly way. It’s to have a discontented desire or 

to be envious for someone or something that’s not yours.  

 

Coveting is the opposite of contentment. Instead of being 

fulfilled w/ what we have, coveting causes us to be 

dissatisfied. Instead of having a heart for the Lord we have a 

hunger for the things of the world.   

 

It is healthy to be content, but envy (covetousness) will rot 

your bones.  Proverbs 14:30 

 

Covetousness is a cancer that if left untreated will eat you 

alive from the inside out. It’ll hijack your life and drive you 

to actions you didn’t know you were capable of doing.  

 

We can hardly read the Bible w/out seeing the ugly head of 

covetousness raring its head. In the Garden of Eden, Eve 

coveted the forbidden fruit and it brought sin/death into the 

world. Ahab coveted Naboth's vineyard committing murder 

in his attempt to grab what belonged to someone else. David 

coveted Bathsheba, Uriah's wife, bringing disgrace to his 

family and destruction to his rule. Annanias/Sapphira lied to 

the H.S. b/c they were covetous – and I could go on and on. 



I think this is why the Bible speaks so much about money – 

b/c you can’t be covetous and content.  

 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. No 

one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and 

love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Mt. 6 

 

This is the intent of the tithe; to make sure our hearts are in 

the right place and we’ve learned to be content in Christ. 

 

Epicurus wrote – If you want to make a man happy, add not 

to his possessions, but take away from his desires. 

 

 B Weak for WANT 

 

In reviewing the command, God told the Israelites that a 

covetous heart will cause a person to throw caution to the 

wind to go after world wants w/out considering the cost. 

 

This remind of the time Abe Lincoln was out walking w/ his 

sons who were both crying. As passerby asked Abe what 

was wrong w/ your boys. Abe said, "Exactly what's wrong 

w/ the world – I have (3) walnuts and each boy wants (2)." 

 

A covetous heart wants what it can’t or shouldn’t have. 

Notice there are (3) particular items God points out that we 

are liable to covet – Property/People/Possession. 



BTW – I have to give a shout out here to Kat Bell. This 

week she posted this message on Facebook. 

 

Let me show you a story about a covetous spirit. Achen and 

his achy, breaky heart don’t listen to God as Israel was about 

to throw down on Jericho – listen to God’s final charge. 

 

Keep away from the devoted things, so you will not bring 

about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise 

you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and 

bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold and the articles of 

bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his 

treasury. Joshua 6:18-19 

 

Look at 7:1 – But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to 

the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the 

son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them.  

 

So the Israelites were routed at Ai where 36 men were killed, 

Joshua goes to the Lord to discover the problem. Eventually, 

Achan was discovered. Listen to Achan response. 

 

Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the Lord, 

the God of Israel. This is what I have done: When I saw in 

the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, 200 shekels of 

silver and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, I coveted them 

and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my tent, 

w/ the silver underneath.” Joshua 7:20-21 



Achan was weak for want and was consumed by his desires. 

The result was his destruction and the death of a number of 

Israelites – and so too does a covetous spirit not only affect 

us, but also anyone associated w/ us. 
 

II CONFRONT Your Attitude 

 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went 

out early in the morning to hire workers for his vineyard, He 

agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into 

his vineyard. “About 9 AM he went out and saw others 

standing in the marketplace doing nothing. He told them, 

‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ So they went. “He went out again about 

noon and about 3 PM and did the same thing. About 5 PM 

he went out and found still others standing around and He 

asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long 

doing nothing?’ “‘B/c no one has hired us,’ they replied. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, 

beginning w/ the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 

“The workers who were hired about 5 PM came and each 

received a denarius. So when those came who were hired 

first, they expected to receive more, but each one of them 

also received a denarius. When they received it, they began 

to grumble against the landowner. ‘These who were hired 

last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 



them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and 

the heat of the day.’ “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not 

being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who 

was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right 

to do what I want w/ my own money? Or are you envious b/c 

I am generous?’“So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.”  Matthew 20:1-16 

 

Jesus offers us (3) truths for overcoming covetousness. 

 

 A Forget COMPARISON 

 

The guys in Jesus’ story couldn’t help but compare their 

plight w/ the blessings of the others.  But comparison always 

leads either to pride – I am better than you; or to envy – I 

want what you have. 

 

There’s a true story behind the 1st hole-in-one on the 12th 

hole at Augusta during the Masters. In 1947, Claude Harmon 

and Ben Hogan were paired together. While they were good 

friends, their personalities were worlds apart. Harmon was 

outgoing and charismatic. Hogan was professional and 

business-like. Harmon had the honors that day as they came 

to the 12th. He stepped up to the tee and hit the ball into the 

cup for the 1st ever hole-in-one on that hole. The crowd went 

wild. Hogan didn’t say a word. No congratulatory shake of 

the hand, no tip of the hat, no acknowledgment of any kind.  



He simply stepped up to his ball in business-like manner and 

knocked it a few feet from the hole. As they walked from the 

tee to the green, the crowd roared for Harmon. When he 

retrieved his ball from the cup, again the crowd cheered. All 

the while, Hogan was in deep concentration, seemingly 

oblivious to the historic event he had just witnessed.  He 

surveyed his putt, read the green, and in typical Hogan 

manner, stroked the ball into the cup for the birdie. As they 

made their way to the 13th tee, the crowd still buzzing from 

Harmon's feat, Hogan finally spoke up. He said, “You know 

Claude that is the first '2' I've ever made on that hole."  

 

There’s a lesson to be learned from Hogan. We may get so 

caught up in the achievements/blessings of others we fail to 

focus on our own opportunities forgetting to strive to achieve 

all we’re capable of achieving.  

 

B Forsake COMPLAINING 

 

Complaining compounds covetousness. It is like throwing 

gas on the fire. 

 

They grumbled b/c they didn’t think it was fair and that they 

deserved better. Listen – griping and complaining are the 1st 

signs of a covetous life. If we’ll stop and listen to ourselves, 

we can determine if were covetous. 

 

 



 C Find CONTENTMENT 

 

Be content w/ what you were promised. The men should 

have walked up and given the other guys high 5’s and said, 

“Good for you.”   

 

It is better to be satisfied w/ what you have than to be always 

be wanting something else. 

 

To be content, we have to learn to be thankful for what we 

have and to rejoice w/ others in what they have. So when 

your friend drives up in the car of your dreams – rejoice? 

When someone you don’t like gets a break – rejoice? You 

have a choice – you can REJOICE or RESENT. 

 

In his short story, "The Window," author G.W. Target tells 

of two seriously ill men who occupied the same hospital 

room. The man by the window was propped up for an hour 

each day to drain fluid from his lungs. The other man spent 

his entire time on his back. The two men enjoyed each 

other's company and talked for hours about all different 

types of subjects. During the hour one man sat up in his bed, 

he would describe all the things he saw to his bedfast 

roommate. Each day great detail would be given to the 

activities going on outside. He described the park with its 

lovely lake and grand old trees. He would tell of children 

playing and lovers walking through the park outside their 

window. One day, a beautiful parade went by. Even though 



he couldn't hear the music, the man on his back could see it 

all in his mind as his roommate gave exquisite details. But 

somehow, it didn't seem quite fair. Although he enjoyed 

listening to his friend describe the sights, he began to grave 

the view of his comrade. His desire for the bed by the 

window became a consuming thought. It even kept him 

awake at night. Then, in the darkness of one sleepless night, 

his roommate began to cough. He was choking on the fluid 

in his lungs and was desperately groping for the button to 

call for help. The covetous roommate could have easily 

pushed his button to summon a nurse, but instead, he 

watched the old man die. The following morning the nurse 

discovered the man's death. The standard procedure was 

carried out and the body was removed. The surviving man 

then asked that his bed be switched so he could see out the 

window. At last, he would have what he felt he deserved. 

Painfully and slowly he struggled to prop himself up for that 

first look at the park. To his disappointment, the window 

looked out to a blank wall. The venom of covetousness never 

achieves fulfillment in life. (Laugh Again, Swindoll, 50f)  


