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Thomas Edison is acclaimed to be one of the greatest 

inventors in history, yet he didn’t start that way. His 

academic career lasted (3) mo. as his teacher believed he was 

incapable of learning anything and sent him home to his 

mother. Yet he is credited for inventing the incandescent 

light bulb, the phonograph, and the fluoroscope. Most of his 

inventions required months of dedication most of the time 

overcoming obstacles before seeing any results. In a 1921 

interview, Edison described his persistence this way: “After 

we’d conducted 1000’s of experiments on a certain project 

w/out solving the problem, one of my associates expressed 

total disgust over our having failed to find out anything. I 

cheerily assured him we had learned something – we’d 

learned w/ certainty what we’d tried was not the correct way 

and we’d need to try again differently. Truth is, many people 

miss out on the joy of life b/c of their inability to overcome 

obstacles and see the blessings in difficulty. 

 

They’ve never learned how to remain faithful. 

 

Last week we started a series of messages from the book of 

Philippians entitled RE. The prefix re – means again/again 

indicating repetition or to move back indicating w/drawal or 

backward motion. Like revert – to go back or repeat to say 

again – or repent – make an about face turn from sin to God. 



In Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he was determined to 

encourage them b/c they had encouraged him. So he wrote to 

inspire them to live joyfully in Christ by:  

 REMEMBER their Partnership in the Gospel 

 REMAIN Faithful to their Heavenly Calling 

 REIMAGINE Life w/ a Godly Attitude 

 RECONSIDER the Cost of Followship 

 REJOICE in their Walk w/ the Lord   

 

Today, we’re going to look at Paul’s charge for us to 

REMAIN faithful. To remain means to continue to exist by 

possessing a particular quality or fulfilling a specific role. In 

Phil. 1:12-26, Paul encouraged and modeled the importance 

of remaining faithful.  

 

I Remain FEARLESS    vs. 12-14 

  

In spite of opposition – the gospel must progress 

 

Paul was the man who wanted to go to Rome to testify of his 

faith before Nero. Instead, he found himself a prisoner in 

Rome. We know from Acts, Paul was illegally arrested in 

Jerusalem, misrepresented at Caesarea, then shipped off to 

Rome where he was chained to a Roman guard and virtually 

forgotten for 2 yrs. If ever there was a person victimized for 

their beliefs – it was Paul. Yet it’s while he was unjustly 

mistreated and imprisoned in Rome that he wrote this letter 

of joy to the Philippians to inspire them to fearlessness. 



I want you to know what has happened to me has actually 

served to advance the Gospel. As a result, it has become 

clear throughout the whole palace guard and to everyone 

else that I am in chains for Christ. B/c of my chains, most of 

the brethren have become confident in the Lord and dare all 

the more to proclaim the gospel w/out fear. 

 

Talk about having a right perspective and keeping it real. 

Paul was most definitely a glass ½ full and not ½ empty. He 

saw his circumstances as opportunities. 

 

advance – to progress. The word was used to describe 

pioneer woodcutters who preceded an advancing army to 

clear the way thru an otherwise impenetrable forest. Paul 

saw his challenges as a means of clearing the way for the 

gospel to give courage to the church to be on mission. 

 

I wonder – how do we see our circumstances as it pertains 

to God’s sovereign rule and Commission? 

 

Instead of seeing his circumstances as a setback, he saw 

them as an opportunity for the Gospel to progress.  

 

Instead of seeing the soldier chained to him as unwanted 

appendage, he saw him as a captive audience to share Jesus.  

 

Instead of seeing his struggles as a means to silence him, he 

saw them as a means to inspire others to speak/live boldly.  



Note the last phrase – b/c of my struggles the brethren can 

be confident to proclaim the gospel w/out fear. 

 

This is Paul’s priority ambition. He wanted the message 

that God so loved the world He sent His only Son to die on 

the cross to rescue everyone from sin – to spread throughout 

the world. He wanted everyone to hear of God’s mercy/grace 

found in Jesus. He understood that for this to happen – 

Christians have to be fearless in their faith. 

 

II Remain FOCUSED   vs. 15-18 

 

In spite of confusion – Jesus must be proclaimed 

It is true some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but 

others out of goodwill.  The latter do so out of love, knowing 

that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The former 

preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely, 

supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in 

chains. But what does it matter? The important thing is that 

in every way, whether from false motives or true, Christ is 

preached – and b/c of this I rejoice. 

 

Paul’s saying – keep your eyes on the bigger picture. We’re 

not always going to agree w/ other pastors and ministries on 

all of their teachings/methods, but just b/c they’re not like us 

doesn’t mean they’re against us or us against them.  

 



But there’s a line which can’t be crossed. Should a pastor or 

ministry mess w/ the message they need to be challenged, 

corrected, and possibly rebuked.  

 

Should a ministry seek to alter or confuse the gospel then we 

must step up and call them out. So when the Mormon 

Church says they’re Christian, yet they’re fundamental 

doctrines are heretical, we must stand up/speak out. 

 

When a popular pastor says the OT is irrelevant or 

unnecessary, no matter who he is, we should take a step back 

and question that teaching.  

 

When guys like Rob Bell abandons the faith saying everyone 

is going to heaven and no one will go to hell b/c God’s love 

supersedes belief – we can’t stand by and accept it.  

 

For the time will come when people will not put up w/ sound 

doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 

around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear. They will turn their ears away 

from the truth and turn aside to myths. But you, keep your 

head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 

evangelist, discharging all the duties of your ministry.  

 

When people mess w/ the message, they need to be rebuked, 

exposed, and corrected; but when they mess w/ the 

messenger, they just need to be ignored. Swindoll 



III Remain FRUITFUL   vs. 19-26 

 

In spite of personal struggle – Christ must be exalted 

 

Yes, and I will continue to rejoice, for I know that through 

your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus 

Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my 

deliverance, I eagerly expect and hope I will in no way be 

ashamed, but will have sufficient courage that now as 

always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or 

by death. For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I 

am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor 

for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I am torn 

b/w the two: I desire to depart and be w/ Christ, which is 

better by far; but it is more necessary for you that I remain 

in the body. Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and 

I will continue w/ all of you for your progress and joy in the 

faith, that through my being w/ you again your boasting in 

Christ Jesus will abound on account of me. 

 

Paul is saying… it’s not about me – I’m a part of something 

bigger than myself. Yet so long as I’m here on this earth, my 

priority and service is for Christ – I live for no other purpose. 

While I know my days on earth are short, until the day 

comes when I give my life for Christ in death, I will give my 

life to him in complete surrender so that it’ll result in fruitful 

followship for me. I’m not going to waste a moment. 

 



Fruitful is a key word to understand. Paul isn’t referring to 

doing something in his ability or ingenuity; he’s saying 

there’s no joy or fulfillment serving God in the flesh b/c the 

Christian life can only be experienced/expressed thru a 

surrendered and abiding life. So until I step into the arms of 

Jesus, I’m going to live under the leading/inspiration of the 

H.S. in the abiding life. 

 

I think of the branch of an apple tree. If the branch is 

attached to the tree, it’ll produce apples. But should the 

branch be cut-off, no matter what you do, that branch will 

not produce apples b/c it is disconnected from the tree. 

 

We have to grasp/get that it’s impossible to live a fruitful 

Christian life independent of the H.S. Only the H.S. can 

produce the fruit of the Spirit. So we must be DUI – 

dwelling under the influence.  

 

Don’t get drunk on wine… be filled w/ the Spirit.  5:18 

 

Paul is telling the Philippians the same thing he told the 

Ephesians: Don’t live intoxicated or under the influence of 

the world, live plugged in/under the influence of the H.S.  

 

IV Remain FERVENT   vs. 27-30 

 

In spite of the unknown – we must walk worthy  

 



Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, whether I come and see 

you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know you 

stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the 

faith of the gospel w/out being frightened in any way by 

those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be 

destroyed, but that you will be saved – and that by God. Or it 

has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to 

believe in him, but also to suffer for him, since you are going 

through the same struggle you saw I had, and now hear that 

I still have. 

 

Conduct refers to one’s citizenship – as in living by the rules 

of society. Paul was commending them that while they lived 

in this Roman culture, they were to never allow it to 

supersede their citizenship in heaven. Simply put, seeking 

the kingdom of God is more important than seeking the 

American dream.  

 

Voting – when you go to the poles – we don’t go as 

American citizens first representing our wants/desires – we 

go as citizens of heaven representing the will and Word of 

God. In this imperfect country we live in, Christ-followers 

must vote for the things of God. 

 

 

 



How we live and what we live for matters b/c the witness of 

Christ’s reputation and the validity of His transformational 

power of the Cross are at stake. So don’t grow weary or lose 

heart. Don’t attempt to live your spiritual life in the flesh or 

independent from a local body of believer – instead, partner 

together to help one another to fight the good fight so that 

we all can finish the race and win the prize. 

 

A missionary to Africa told the story of an elderly woman 

who was reached w/ the gospel. Though she was blind and 

could neither read nor write, she wanted to share her faith w/ 

others. So she went to the missionary and asked for a copy of 

the Bible in French. When she got it, she asked the 

missionary to underline John 3:16 in red and mark the page 

it was on so she could find it. The missionary wanted to see 

what she would do, so one day he followed her. That day, 

just before school let out, she made her way to the front 

door. As the boys exited the school at dismissal, she’d stop 

one and ask if he knew how to read French. When he said 

“Yes” she’d ask him to read the verse marked in red. Then 

she’d ask, “Do you know what this means?” and tell him 

about Christ. The missionary said 24 of the boys that lady 

led to the Lord became pastors. 


