
RE – Reconsider             11/18/18 

Philippians 3:1-4:1        Sunday AM 

 

Yrs ago, Robert Fulghum wrote an essay you might’ve heard 

– Most of what I really need to know about life…I learned in 

kindergarten. He writes, “True wisdom isn’t found in grad 

school, but in the sand box in nursery school.”  He learned to 

share every-thing. Play fair. Don’t hit. Put things back where 

you found them. Clean up your own mess. Don’t take things 

that aren’t yours. Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 

Wash your hands before you eat. And when you go into the 

world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together.” 

 

I have to say… NOT bad! Maybe Fulghum was on to some-

thing as so much of what we learn about life/values/ethics, to 

a great extent, is learned when we’re young. But one lesson 

that’s not learned in kindergarten (and for some never 

learned) is how to live joyfully content in all things.  

 

Unfortunately, in our dog-eat-dog, Type A-driven culture,    

the pursuit of true, satisfying joy is exchanged for expedient 

human achievement/accolades/ambition leaving the driven in 

pursuit of temporary “success” that never lasts or satisfies. 

 

We’re in a series in Philippians about returning to our source 

of joy – about how to allow joy to flood/fill our lives. So far 

we’ve learned that to experience joy, we must first 

remember who we are in Christ as a result of the Cross.  



Second, we find joy in remaining faithful to the Gospel in 

every aspect of our lives. Third, 2, Paul encourages us to 

rethink our attitude to make sure it’s in line w/ the selfless 

attitude Jesus modeled. Today, Paul is going to challenge us 

to reconsider what’s really important in life and offer us (3) 

keys to living focused on the best thing.  

 

reconsider – to re-evaluate, re-assess, re-focus. It refers to 

looking at something a 2
nd

 time to make sure it is the best 

way to understand and pursue something. 

 

In this passage, Paul is going to share his personal story and 

what he’d learned in his life journey. If you recall, Paul was 

a chief opponent to Christ and a persecutor of the early 

church – that is until he encountered God on the road to 

Damascus. In that experience, his life/faith were turned 

inside-out and right-side up. So as he writes these believers 

to encourage them toward joy, he challenges them to 

reconsider their faith and what’s really important in life.    

 

I WATCH Out – Reconsider WHO Steals Joy 

 

Watch out for the dogs, those evildoers and mutilators of the 

flesh. For it is we who are the circumcision, who serve God 

by his Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no 

confidence in the flesh – though I myself have reasons for 

such confidence. If someone else thinks they have reasons to 

put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the 



8th day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 

Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for 

zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on 

the law, faultless. 1-6 

 

watch out – to be on alert/vigilant – keep an eye out for 

anyone/anything who might lead you astray to steal your joy. 

 

In this situation Paul is referring to a group of professing 

Jewish legalist known as Judaizers and anyone who puts 

confidence in their own abilities, works, and stature. In 

effect, Paul is telling us to guard against anyone who might 

try to convince us that we can find joy thru any means other 

than the Cross and surrendered followship in the H.S.    

 

Let me speak to this issue. The Judaizers were a group of 

professing Jesus-followers espousing and putting their faith 

in the rules of Judaism for salvation instead of in the work of 

Jesus on the cross. Obeying the law, getting circumcised, 

being moral, and showing religious compliance was to them 

above grace as the means of earning God’s favor. Thus they 

were teaching that works superseded the Cross.  

 

Sadly, too many people were buying into this heresy – and 

still do! Throughout Christianity there’s an underlying belief 

in many denominations that wrongly teaches that our good 

works can somehow earn God’s favor/access to heaven. And 

for many years that is what I was taught… 



A cursory look at every cult/world religion places a premium 

on man’s efforts/conduct/compliance for eternal acceptance. 

Yet there’s a problem… all of our righteous deeds are filthy, 

sin-tainted garments. Meaning, no matter how good/noble 

our best efforts might be, they’re tainted by sin. 

 

What shall we conclude? Do we have any advantage? Not at 

all! For we have already made the charge that Jews and 

Gentiles alike are all under the power of sin. As it is written: 

“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one 

who understands; there is no one who seeks God. All have 

turned away, they have together become worthless; there is 

no one who does good, not even one. Their throats are open 

graves; their tongues practice deceit. The poison of vipers is 

on their lips. Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness. 

Their feet are swift to shed blood; ruin and misery mark 

their ways, and the way of peace they do not know. There is 

no fear of God before their eyes.” Romans 3:9-18 

 

To illustrate this critical teaching, Paul shares his own story 

before Jesus – his own misunderstanding of putting his 

confidence in religion/personal success – and how easy it is 

to fall prey to this erroneous teaching. 
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Satan doesn’t care if he gets you in the ditch to the right or 

left – so long as you miss the narrow way to life. 



II GIVE Up – Reconsider WHAT Gives Joy 

 

But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the 

sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss b/c 

of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish 

that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 

which is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that 

comes from God on the basis of faith.  I want to know Christ 

in the power of His resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, 

attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 7-11 

 

Question – What is Jesus/joy worth to you? Is he worth 

giving up your most valued earthly possession? Is he worth 

giving up your pet sin? Is he worth giving up your favorite 

hobby? Is He worth giving up your personal ambitions? 

 

Paul’s answer was ABSOLUTELY! W/out question! He’d 

say there’s no higher calling or greater privilege than to live 

for Christ. He’d say if you want real, soul-satisfying joy then 

give it up – to go up you have to give up. 

 

Jesus asked these same questions of His disciples? 

 

Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 

take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants 



to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for 

me will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the 

whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? Lk. 9:23 

 

Jesus makes it simple: DENY – TAKE up – FOLLOW 

 

deny – to give up or surrender your desires/ambitions for a 

Divine cause greater than yourself.  

 

What must we surrender? We must surrender our plans for 

His plan and our kingdom for His kingdom.  We’re not to fix 

our eyes on our priorities, but on His priorities! It requires 

we relinquish anything that inhibits us from following Him. 

It might be a personal ambition, a pet sin, a bad attitude, a 

denominational allegiance, or favorite hobby…  

 

take up – pick up, carry, bear – in this case “our” cross. 

 

Your cross is anything you must bear to bring glory to God. 

It’s any blessing or difficulty you must carry to reveal to 

others the cross of Christ. 

 

follow – walk alongside or in the footsteps of another – it is 

a call of alignment and replication.  

 

Paul is clear – Joy isn’t found in what we can obtain on 

earth, but in what we can invest in eternity. 

 



III PRESS On – Reconsider HOW Joy is Lived 

 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already 

arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for 

which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I 

do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 

ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which 

God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us, 

then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And 

if on some point you think differently, that too God will make 

clear to you. Only let us live up to what we have already 

attained. Join together in following my example. And just as 

you have us as a model; keep your eyes on those who live as 

we do. For, as I have often told you before and now tell you 

again even w/ tears, many live as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 

stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set 

on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 

eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 

who, by the power that enables him to bring everything 

under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so they 

will be like his glorious body. Therefore, you whom I love 

and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in 

this way! 3:12-4:1 

 

Juxtaposed to those who live for earthly appetites/ambitions, 

Paul offers a final essential command if we’re to find joy. 



press on – to live unwavering at full capacity, giving it 

everything you have – leaving nothing on the mat. It refers 

to a runner stretching a muscle to its limits like a sprinter 

straining for the finish line. 

 

As a former athlete, I remember being told over/over – leave 

it on the field, give it all you have so you have no regret. 

This is what Paul is implying. Give Jesus all of you, the best 

of you, utterly surrendered and fixated w/ His will/mission 

until you have nothing else. 

  

But he’s not implying works here but surrender. He’s saying, 

live so deeply surrendered and under the influence of the 

H.S. that you have no other focus or desire than to see God’s 

will accomplished in/thru your life.  

 

Paul would say this is where joy begins and is found – living 

in the process of abandonment fixed on winning the prize for 

which God has called you and not for the passion, pride, and 

possessions of this world. You might find some sense of 

pseudo-success or security, but don’t be fooled – it’s not 

real… it’s just an illusion.  

 

Do you remember the parable Jesus shared about the rich 

man who had so much that he had to build bigger barns? B/c 

his occupation was his preoccupation, he had to figure out 

what to do w/ his earthly stuff. 



The ground of a rich man yielded an abundant harvest. He 

thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store 

my crops.’ “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear 

down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store 

my surplus grain. I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and 

be merry.”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night 

your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 

you have prepared for yourself?’ “This is how it will be w/ 

whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” Luke 12:16-21 

 

What does it profit you to gain the world but forfeit life? 

 

19th century Danish philosopher Soren Kierkegaard once 

offered a powerful lesson this idea in a story about geese. 

  

W/ the seasons, wild geese came and went as their ancestors 

had done for centuries. One day some of the geese on their 

annual trek, landed in a farmer’s barnyard where he adopted 

them and saw to it they had plenty of grain to eat. Life was 

easy and the geese decided they had found a fine place to 

live out the rest of their days. But as time went by, the easy 

life took its toll. Soon the geese became fat/lazy, and their 

ambition to soar again in the high places waned. 

Nonetheless, when they heard the familiar honks of their 

friends high above passing by, the fat, lazy, barnyard geese 

could only casually look up.   



Oh, occasionally, one of them would have an old stirring to 

join their friends in the sky to soar again where the air was 

pure/sweet – but it was always to no avail. One day those 

stirrings were too strong for one of the geese to resist, and it 

started its courageous run across the pasture, extended its 

wings, became airborne for only a few feet, only to plop not-

too-gracefully back to terra firma! Needless to say, before 

long, the call to the high places all but vanished in these now 

barnyard geese. So while their wild geese friends would fly 

over, honking their call to the higher, nobler life, the 

grounded geese soon paid little attention as they contentedly 

pecked away on the farmer’s corn. For, b/c of comfort, the 

desire to return to the freedom in the skies sky altogether 

disappeared. For although they were made for the high 

places; the soft life had ruined them and stolen their joy and 

purpose for living. 

 

In the same way, if we’re not vigilant – if we buy into the 

trappings of this world, the comfort of the flesh, and the 

wiles of the devil – we can easily find ourselves being 

religious, enjoying to good life, and becoming fat, happy, 

sassy, and dumb to the ways of God never realizing that He 

created us for so much more should we live focused and 

surrendered to Him. 


