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In 1994, Russell Herman, a 67 yr old carpenter from Marion, 

IL died. In his last will/testament he bequeathed: 

• $2.4 bil to the town of Cave-In-Rock, IL 

• $2.4 bil to the city of East St. Louis 

• $1.5 bil for projects in southeastern IL 

• $6 trl to the Federal Reserve for the national debt 

There was (1) problem. The only thing Mr. Herman owned 

was a 1983 Oldsmobile Toronado (land yacht).  

 

Russell Herman promised what he didn’t have and couldn’t 

make good on! Yet while he may’ve not left anything of value, 

he did leave us w/ a great reminder – you can’t give away what 

you don’t possess no matter noble/inspired your intentions 

might be. Either you have the ability to make your promises a 

reality or you don’t. But not so w/ God. He has all the means 

to make good on His promises – and in a world of broken 

promises, you can be sure He will meet His obligations.  

 

Last week we began what is one of the most essential, yet 

overlooked, teachings in the Christian life. In fact, some of the 

most respected men/women in the Christian faith (Spurgeon, 

Chambers, Murray) all agreed that understanding this 

teaching is most critical to living a health, victorious Christian 

life – that it is impossible to truly thrive w/out possessing this 

fundamental, foundational teaching – COVENANT. 



The reason this teaching is so critical is b/c it’s at the core of 

every aspect of the Christian life – a crimson thread of grace 

woven thru-out the fabric of Scripture from the OT thru the 

NT declaring the faithful promise and relentless pursuit of 

God to be in relationship w/ His creation. It is essential to not 

only understanding who God is and how He moves, but it 

speaks to our identity. Security and purpose in Christ.  

 

Last week I shared there are (3) critical disciplines/skills we 

must learn if we’re to live a healthy, thriving Christian life: 

(1) We’ve got to learn how to HEAR and distinguish God’s 

voice among the other voices in the world – My sheep hear 

my voice and follow me. (2) We have to learn how to rightly 

HANDLE God’s Word by studying to show ourselves 

approved by God handling God’s Word w/ accuracy. (3) We 

have to learn how to HONOR God in covenant – for it is in 

covenant we discover who we are/whose we are in Christ. 

 

The idea of covenant is derived from (2) Hebrew words: 

karath – to sever by blade or to cut 

beriyth – to bind or make treaty thru sacrifice/blood 

 

To cut a covenant was to make a binding promise thru the 

shedding/sharing of blood where (2) parties choose to become 

one w/ each other thru an oath of obligation, a bond of blood, 

and a walk into death. 

 

 



There were (4) primary steps to cutting a covenant: 

1 – Animals were cut in ½ w/ the pieces being laid on the 

ground in such a manner as to create a pathway. 

2 – The participants would exchange robes, weapons, and 

belts as a promise of valuing each other above self. 

3 – The participants would walk thru the sacrifices swearing 

an oath under God committing themselves death. 

4 – The participants would then cut their wrist and clasp each 

other at the wrist to seal the oath w/ their own blood. 

 

Today I want to take us on a covenant journey thru the Bible 

to give us insight into each covenant and to the progressive 

nature of these covenants as they build toward the New (final) 

Covenant found in Christ at the cross. This involves a teaching 

called progressive revelation.  

 

PR is the unfolding or step-by-step unveiling of God’s plan to 

humanity thru-out the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  

 

In the past God spoke to our ancestors thru the prophets at 

many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has 

spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, and thru whom also he made the universe. The Son is 

the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 

his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After 

he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 

right hand of the Majesty in heaven. Hebrews 1:1-3 

 



This text explains how God has revealed Himself at many 

times and in many ways in the past – suggesting that Adam 

received a bit of God’s truth, then Noah… before God spoke 

more fully to Abe, Moses, David and so on – each time 

unveiling more of Himself and His purposes. Each step of 

the way as God revealed himself supremely as He was 

moving progressively form the O.T. toward the crowning 

moment of Jesus being revealed as the embodiment of Truth 

sent by the God to provide a full/final atonement for sin. 

 

Essential in this progressive process was covenant. As God 

was revealing Himself to His creation, He was establishing 

His covenant as a means to reveal His person, power, 

provision, and plan to rescue/redeem His creation. 

 

Covenants are viewed in (2) ways: specific/general – that is, 

they apply only to a certain group of people or to everyone 

universally; and conditional/unconditional – either certain 

obligations must be met or the covenant is broken, or there 

are no obligations that can sever the contract. 

 

I EDENIC Covenant – Genesis 1:26-28 

 

This is the specific, unconditional covenant God made w/ 

Himself in the beginning to man. It speaks to our value to God, 

our uniqueness in the creative order, and our dominion over 

the creation. While it was a covenant established in the 

innocence of Eden, it obligated God to His creation. 

https://www.esv.org/Hebrews%201%3A1/


God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 

likeness, that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the 

birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” So 

God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male/female he created them. God 

blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in 

number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the 

sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature 

that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:26-28 

 

II ADAMIC Covenant – Genesis 2:15-16; 3:14-19 

 

W/in the EC, God cut a covenant w/ Adam – it was a simple 

test of obedience w/ the penalty of death if broken. 

 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of 

Eden to work it and take care of it. The Lord commanded the 

man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but 

you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and 

evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 

 

We all know what happened – Adam/Eve broke the covenant 

bringing condemnation on all of creation. The consequences 

of their sin ushered in the rest of the AC. The serpent was 

cursed (3:14); the status of women was altered (3:16); the 

earth was cursed and Adam was guaranteed hard labor (3:17-

19) and the result was physical/spiritual death (3:19). 



Yet in the midst of the hardship of the AC is a ray of light too 

often missed but chalked full of hope/grace. 

 

I will put enmity b/w you and the woman, and b/w your 

offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 

strike his heel. Genesis 3:15 

 

This refers to what is to come. God will provide a Redeemer 

to deliver a death blow to Satan. Paul explains in Rm. 5. 

 

Just as sin entered the world thru one man (Adam), and 

death thru sin, and in this way, death came to all people, b/c 

all sinned… Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in 

condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act 

resulted in justification and life for all people. For just as 

thru the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many were 

made sinners, so also thru the obedience of the one man 

(Jesus) the many will be made righteous. Rm. 5:12, 18-19 

 

III NOAHIC Covenant – Genesis 9:8-17 

 

Leading up to the days of Noah, mankind had become so 

wicked that God grieved over their lost condition. It resulted 

in God wiping the earth w/ a worldwide flood and starting 

over w/ Noah/family. It is out of this event God made a 

covenant to Noah/mankind. 

 



I establish my covenant w/ you: Never again will all life be 

destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will there be 

a flood to destroy the earth. Genesis 9:11 

 

The NC is a general, unconditional covenant b/w God and 

Noah where God promised to never pour our His wrath on 

mankind in such manner ever again. As a sign of this promise 

– God provided a rainbow.  

 

Today, whenever we see a rainbow, not only should it remind 

us God will never again send a flood to destroy mankind, but 

it should also remind us God is holy/righteous and that He has 

a holy hatred for sin and will never allow it to go unpunished. 

It should remind us that just as God provided an ark to save 

Noah, He has sent a Savior to save us. 

 

IV ABRAHAMIC Covenant – Genesis 12:1-3; 15:1-7 

 

In this unconditional covenant, God promised to bless Abe 

by making His name great and by making his progeny 

into a great nation. It also promised blessing to those who 

blessed Abe and to curse those who cursed him. Even 

more, God vowed to bless the entire world thru Abe’s 

seed. The sign/seal of this covenant was circumcision. 

 

The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household to the land I will show 

you. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless 



you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I 

will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed thru you. 

 

We discussed last week the intricate details of God’s covenant 

w/ Abe, but suffice to say, this covenant is a critical picture of 

salvation by grace thru faith alone. God walked thru the death 

of the Lamb of God to swear on oath His faithfulness to you 

and me when we by faith receive His grace into our lives. 

 

V MOSAIC Covenant – Exodus 20, Dt. 11 

 

The MC is a conditional covenant b/w God/Israel established 

at Mt. Sinai in the 10 Commandments and in 600+ rules and 

guiding instructions intended to bring blessings for obedience 

or discipline for disobedience. History shows the Israelites, 

like all men/nations, struggled to walk in obedience failing 

miserably at keeping the Law. 

 

Covenant of confrontation – The intent of the Law was never 

to provide man access to God thru human effort, but to reveal 

to Israel their inability to keep the Law thus pointing them to 

their need for a Messiah. As such, while given to the Jews, it 

actually confronts all people. For the MC has established a 

moral standard of right/wrong and good/evil for everyone. 

And b/c no person can keep it, it reveals our need for a Savior 

to rescue us from our sin.  

 



VI DAVIDIC Covenant – 2 Samuel 7:4-16 

 

The DC refers to God’s unconditional covenant to David thru 

the prophet Nathan where God promised David/Israel that the 

Messiah would come from David’s lineage to establish a 

kingdom that’d endure forever. It’s unconditional as God 

places no conditions of obedience on David for its fulfillment 

– it’s based on the certainty of God’s faithfulness. This 

covenant will prove to be significant in helping to identify the 

Messiah upon His arrival.  

 

VII NEW Covenant – Jeremiah 31:31-33 

 

The NC is the promise of God that He’d make a satisfactory, 

sufficient, and final atonement thru the finished work of Christ 

on the cross for the forgiveness of sin so that His creation 

might be enabled by His grace thru their faith response to 

experience complete restoration/redemption. It was actually 

foretold to the prophet Jeremiah. 

 

The Lord declares, “The days are coming when I will make 

a new covenant w/ the people of Israel and w/ the people of 

Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made w/ their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 

Egypt, b/c they broke my covenant, though I was a 

husband to them. This is the covenant I will make w/ the 

people of Israel. I will put my law in their minds and write it 

on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 



people. No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to 

one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ b/c they will all know me, 

from the least of them to the greatest. For I will forgive their 

wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 

 

The promise of a NC was foretold to Jeremiah, but it was 

fulfilled in Jesus – thru His death, burial, resurrection. Look 

at Hebrews 9 – I think it helps to bring these covenants full 

circle – remember the 1st covenant – the Edenic Covenant was 

God obligating Himself to man from the start. 

 

When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are 

now already here, He went thru the greater and more perfect 

tabernacle that’s not made w/ human hands, that is to say, is 

not a part of this creation. He didn’t enter by means of the 

blood of goats/calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place 

once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 

redemption. The blood of goats/bulls and the ashes of a 

heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean 

sanctify them that they are outwardly clean. How much 

more, then, will the blood of Christ, who thru the eternal 

Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death, that we may serve 

the living God! For this reason, Christ is the mediator of a 

new covenant, that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance – now that He has died as a 

ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the 

first covenant. Hebrews 9:11-15 



In the beginning, before God created man, He obligated 

Himself to this relationship. He pledged His commitment. 

Then came the fall. Man was plunged in darkness/lostness – 

helpless to save himself. So God did what only He could do – 

being faithful to His Edenic Covenant, after the fall, God has 

been working a Divine plan to rescue, redeem, and restore His 

creation from sin/lostness. Each step of the way, He has 

faithfully addressed the issue, removing the barriers, to 

provide access to Himself. Each step of the way, He has 

sovereignly revealed His plan w/out stripping man of His will, 

until ultimately, He drew all of humanity to a single point in 

time where He Himself entered time and space to become the 

covenant Lamb upon whom we can walk thru the pieces of 

His flesh and into a NEW and final covenant sealed in the 

promise of His shed blood. 

 

From Adam, to Noah, to Abraham, Moses, and David – God 

has been working to reveal to man His sinful nature, to show 

Him that He cannot save himself, to provide a single and 

sufficient Messiah to make a satisfactory atoning covenant 

that will secure all who believe into an eternal relationship w/ 

the God who loves them.  

 

He is the God who makes good on His promises 


