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I read this week of a man who for 50 yrs took $25 out of every paycheck and put it under 
his mattress – amassing over $65k. Sadly, when the man became deathly ill – he made his 
wife solemnly promise him that when he passed, she would take the money from under 
the mattress and put it in his casket so that he could take it w/ him into the afterlife. She 
consented; but on the day he passed, she kept her promise – sort of… She took the money 
from under the mattress, deposited the $65k into her account, and then wrote a check out 
in his name and promptly put it in his casket to be buried w/ the man. 

Promises… some would say promises are made to be broken, but I disagree. There’s one 
promise that’ll never be broken – the unbreakable covenant promise of God. Even if God 
wanted to break, b/c of who He is as a holy, righteous, and just God – He couldn’t. 

Over the past 3 weeks we’ve been discovering the importance of God’s covenant promise 
and what it means to us. I’ve shared w/ you that I believe covenant is one of three critical 
teachings in the Christian life. (1) Learning how to HEAR and distinguish God’s voice 
among the other voices in the world – My sheep hear my voice and follow me. (2) 
Learning how to rightly HANDLE God’s Word by studying to show ourselves approved 
of God as workmen who aren’t ashamed who handle God’s Word. (3) Learning how to 
HONOR God in covenant – for it is in covenant we discover who we are/whose we are 
in Christ. 

Covenant is essential b/c it’s at the core of every aspect of the Christian life – a crimson 
thread of grace woven thru the fabric of Scripture from the OT thru the NT to declare 
God relentless pursuit of us for relationship.  

Today – we’re going to conclude our study of covenant by reflecting on Jesus’ words and 
partaking in the cup of the New Covenant in communion. It’s my hope that after studying 
covenant, we’ll have a new-found appreciation for the Lord’s Supper and it’s meaning to 
our lives as followers of Jesus. 

RECAP: Covenant is a binding contract cut b/w (2) parties sealed thru the shedding/
sharing of blood making it an oath of obligation, a bond of blood, and a walk into death. 

There were (4) primary steps to cutting a covenant: 



1 – Animals were cut in ½ w/ the pieces being laid on the ground in such a manner as to 
create a pathway. 
2 – The participants would exchange robes, weapons, and belts as a promise of valuing 
each other above self. 
3 – The participants would walk thru the sacrifices swearing an oath under God 
committing to death. 
4 – The participants would then cut their wrist and clasp each other at the wrist to seal the 
oath w/ their own blood. 
Covenant was initiated by God w/ Himself in the Edenic Covenant where God promised 
He’d faithfully care for His creation and relationship w/ man. 

Of course, then came the fall which sabotaged man’s intimacy w/ God. God did for man 
what man couldn’t do for himself… He made a way for forgiveness/salvation thru the 
shedding of His blood for the remission of sins – so from the fall to the cross, God 
progressively revealed His covenant pursuit of relationship ultimately leading to the life, 
death, burial, and resurrection where God made a final atoning sacrifice to rescue, 
relocate, redeem, and restore mankind to Himself thru what we know today as the new 
covenant. 

The Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, and the chief 
priests and teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they 

were afraid of the people. Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 
And Judas went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed w/ 
them how he might betray Jesus. They were delighted and agreed to give him money. He 
consented, and watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd 

was present. Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to 
be sacrificed. Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat 

the Passover.” “Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. He replied, “As 
you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house 
that he enters, and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest 

room, where I may eat the Passover w/ my disciples?’ He will show you a large room 
upstairs, all furnished. Make preparations there.” They left and found things just as Jesus 

had told them. So they prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and his 
disciples reclined at the table. And He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this 

Passover w/ you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds 
fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take 

this and divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God comes.” And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the 
same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood, which is poured out for you. 



The cup of the NC was a new kind of covenant b/c it was the fulfillment and completion 
of the old covenant. Where the old covenant fell short thru the blood of sacrificed animals 
serving as a temporary covering, Jesus sacrifice was a single sufficient solution once for 
all to reconcile man back to God. Jesus – the one who knew no sin, became sin for us, so 
that we might become the righteousness of God. 

The first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. A 
tabernacle was set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table w/ its 

consecrated bread; this was called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain was a room 
called the Most Holy Place, which had the golden altar of incense and the gold-covered 

ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff that had 
budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. Above the ark were the cherubim of the 

Glory, over-shadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail 
now. When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the 

outer room to carry on their ministry. But only the high priest entered the inner room, and 
that only once a year, and never w/out blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins 

the people had committed in ignorance. The H.S. was showing by this that the way into 
the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still 
functioning. This is an illustration for the present time, indicating the gifts/sacrifices 
being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. They are only a 

matter of food and drink and various ceremonial washings – external 
regulations applying until the time of the new order. But when Christ came as high 

priest of the good things that are now already here, he went thru the greater and more 
perfect tabernacle that is not made w/ human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 

creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. The 

blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are 
ceremonially unclean sanctify them so they are outwardly clean. How much more, then, 
will the blood of Christ, who thru the eternal Spirit offered Himself unblemished to God, 

cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so we may serve the living God! For 
this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance – now that He has died as a ransom to set them 
free from the sins committed under the first covenant. In the case of a will, it is necessary 
to prove the death of the one who made it, b/c a will is in force only when somebody has 
died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. This is why even the first 

covenant was not put into effect w/out blood. When Moses had proclaimed every 
command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together w/ water, 

scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. He said, 
“This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” In the same 

way, he sprinkled w/ the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its 
ceremonies. In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed w/ blood, and w/

out the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sin. It was necessary, then, for the 



copies of the heavenly things to be purified w/ these sacrifices, but the heavenly things 
themselves w/ better sacrifices than these. For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made w/ 

human hands that was only a copy of the true one; He entered heaven itself, now to 
appear for us in God’s presence. Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and 

again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year w/ blood that is not 
his own. Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the 
world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away w/ sin 
by the sacrifice of himself. Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face 

judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will 
appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 

Him.  

I PARTAKE of the New Covenant 

Jesus told the disciples to do this in remembrance of His sacrifice. So before we partake, 
we need to realize that communion isn’t an option, but a privilege. 

As we partake, we remember what the elements represent. The bread represents the body 
of Christ broken for us. It reminds us to what lengths the Savior endured to forgive us. 

He was pierced for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities, the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon Him and by His stripes we are healed. Is. 53 

The cup represents his blood that was poured out to remit our sins. I believe every drop 
w/in Him was shed. Thus, it doesn’t matter if it flowed from His brow from the crown of 
thorns, from the spikes in His hands/feet, from the wounds from the lashes on His body, 
or from the spear thrust into His side – the shedding of His blood alone provides the 
forgiveness of sins. 

II PROCLAIM the New Covenant 

In partaking we’re to declaring our faith in Christ alone for the forgiveness of sins. We’re 
publicly declaring our witness and committing to sharing His covenant promise w/ 
others.  

 A Declaring Our Faith to the CHURCH 

As we partake, we testify to others w/in the church that we’ve received God’s grace unto 
salvation and that we’re a child of God. We’re also publicly confessing our fellowship 
and followship w/ Christ saying that we’re seeking first His Kingdom and righteousness. 

B Declaring Our Faith to the WORLD 



As we partake, we’re accepting our commission to go into the world and make disciples. 
We’re committing to take our Sunday faith into the world every day of the week that we 
might testify of our conviction. 

His Person – Convinced of His deity (Certain) 
His Sacrifice – Convinced of His work  (Grateful) 
His Return – Convinced of His return  (Ready) 

III PARTICIPATE in the New Covenant 

B/c the Lord’s Supper is a community event focusing upon our unity in the faith, every 
member is to wait for one another. It’s a meal of koinonia. In doing so, we focus on being 
selfless instead of self-indulging.    

This isn’t intended to be an exercise in unison, but an act of unity. Unison is doing 
something together at the same time, but unity is doing something together in the same 
spirit. 

Come to this sacred table, not b/c you must, but b/c you may; Come not to testify to your 
righteousness, but that you sincerely love our Lord Jesus Christ and desire to be His true 
disciple; Come not b/c your goodness gives you a right to come, but b/c in your frailty 
and sin you stand in need of heaven’s mercy and help; Come b/c you love the Lord a little 
and want to love Him more; Come b/c He loved you and gave Himself to you; Lift up 
your hearts, above your cares and fears; Let this bread and juice be a sign of God’s grace 
to you and a pledge of your love to the Lord Jesus Christ; Receive the love of God and 
consecrate your life new and afresh to Christian obedience and service, to discover and 
do the will of God in humble faith.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


