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On May 27, 1943, Louis Zamperini and his crew went down over the Pacific. For 47 days, they were stranded at 
sea in a raft drifting over 2000 miles before being picked up by the Japanese and thrown into a prison camp 
known as Execution Island. The treatment he faced was unimaginable as one guard sought to break him by 
giving him daily beatings. On one occasion, Z was forced to hold a 6 ft. beam on his shoulders knowing if he 
dropped it, he was going to be shot. At first, the guard mocked him, until he realized the punishment had 
become a defining moment of defiance as Z held the beam above his head for 37 min. Angered by the moment, 
the guard would beat him; but it was too late, as Z’s unbowed influence inspired the other POW’s to live 
unbowed to their enemy.  

The will of the human spirit is amazing to watch, but when it is coupled w/ a heart of conviction it becomes an 
unstoppable force. This was no more prevalent than in the story of (4) Jewish teens swept away from their 
homeland and carted off to Babylon in Daniel. 

Today, I want to begin a timely series on how to stand strong in a fallen world – how to stand for truth when 
everyone else is falling for lies – how to live UNBOWED before the Lord. 

unbowed – not submitted to pressure/demands 
Don’t be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you’ll 

be able to test/approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will. Romans 12:2 

Don’t lived stuffed in the mold of the world – forced into the same cultural patterns as those who don’t know 
Christ – lived unbowed, unbroken to the world and unmistakably for God.   

This is the sentiment here in Daniel 1. Instead of blending in, Daniel and his friends chose to STAND TRUE! 
And in a world groping in darkness, if we’re going to have any impact on our culture, we’re going to have to 
learn how to stand true in the right way, at the right time, for the right reasons too. 

Back Story – Judah again has turned from God, so to discipline them and turn their hearts back to Him, God 
allowed the King Neb. to destroy Jerusalem and carry off much of the plunder from the Temple. Not knowing 
he was a tool for God, Neb sought not only to destroy their present by taking out the city, the Temple, and all of 
their religious symbols, but to make matters worse, he also wanted to destroy their future by taking their 
sharpest/brightest sons (best of the best) and indoctrinating them in the ways of Babylon.  

So that’s the back story to the book of Daniel – so let’s read Daniel 1 so we can understand how to stand true. 

I When faced w/ change – You must choose to TRUST 

I can’t help but ask – what’s a person to do when their life gets turned upside-down/inside-out? What are we to 
do when our world falls apart? 

Think about it. Here were (4) good Jewish boys living in Jerusalem seeking the Lord one day, only to find 
themselves far away from home as the subject of a foreign enemy the next. They were plucked away as 



teenagers and placed in a totally different culture, w/ a different language, w/ different people, food, and 
customs. And all the while, their enemy is trying to turn them into a completely new people.  

Having moved a few times in my life, I can tell you it’s not always an easy thing to do. I can’t imagine being 
ripped away from my home to become the subject of a foreign king. The only way I can think to compare this 
would be if say China invaded the US, destroyed our cities, and then exported our finest teens to Beijing where 
they could no longer listen to the music they liked, or wear the clothes they wanted, or eat the food they 
preferred, or worship the God they know. Instead, they’re made to eat Chinese food, pray to some Chinese god, 
wear Chinese clothes – while being forced to become Chinese.  

This is what happened to Daniel – their world was turned upside-down/inside-out begging the question – Can 
God be trusted when our world falls apart?  

I don’t know of anyone who’s life has been captured by a foreign gov., but I know many who’ve been besieged 
by life; it feels like their world is falling apart 

Maybe you’ve lost a loved one or received painful news of a difficult medical diagnosis. Maybe you’ve just 
learned you’ve been laid off, or you’re not going to get that raise you needed or the acceptance letter you’d 
hoped for. Whatever the case, you feel like your world is falling apart and now you’re facing the biggest trial in 
your life. Can God be trusted when it looks/feels like your world falling apart? 
  
This might be a good place to explain the theme of Daniel – There is a God in Heaven and He’s in complete 
control!  

Even while Daniel and his friends were in a totally different culture, a different land, being asked to follow a 
different god, God was behind the scenes orchestrating all of this for their earthly good and His eternal glory. 
And if we’re to stand true, it’ll require we embrace this truth into our lives too – there is a good God in heaven 
and He’s in complete control. 

BTW – Have you ever wondered why God allows our lives to be turned upside-down/inside-out? It’s b/c our 
lives tend to get out of alignment w/ Him, so He uses whatever is necessary to get us back into alignment. 
Sometimes He uses people/circumstances we like, and sometimes, He uses people/circumstances we don’t. 

OC wrote about this and God’s intent to make us into broken bread/poured out wine – God can never make us 
wine if we object to the finger’s He uses to crush us. If God would only use His own fingers to make me broken 
bread and poured-out wine! But when He uses someone we dislike, or a set of circumstances to which we said 
we’d never submit, and makes those the crushers, we object. Yet we must never choose the scene of our own 
martyrdom. If ever we’re going to be made into wine, we’ll have to be crushed; you can’t drink grapes. Grapes 
become wine only when they’ve been squeezed. I wonder what kind of finger/thumb God has been using to 
squeeze you, and you’ve been like a marble and escaped? To be a sacramental personality means the elements 
of the natural life are presenced by God as they’re broken providentially in His service. We have to be adjusted 
into God before we can be broken bread in His hands. 

A God allows it to CONNECT Us 

To unite us to Him. To draw us into relationship. 

B God allows it to DIRECT Us 



To cause us to trust Him and allow Him to direct us. 

C  God allows it to PROTECT Us 

To watch over us to be our refuge and redeemer. 
Consider the words of Joseph to his brothers – You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good… Genesis 

50:20 

 D God allows it to CORRECT Us 

He does it to return us to Him if we’ve gone astray.  

God corrects his children, and if he doesn't correct you, it is b/c you don't belong to him… God corrects us for 
our own good, b/c he wants us to be holy, as he is. Hb. 12:8-11 

E God allows it to INSPECT Us 

He does it to test the validity of our faith in Him. 

…God led you all the way in the desert these 40 yrs, to humble you and test you to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you'd keep his commands. Deuteronomy 8:2 

F God allows it to PERFECT Us 

God is using these events to mature/strengthen us. 

Consider it joy when you encounter trials… 

If we’re to stand true we can’t forget God is present and at work even when things might not be to our liking or 
make any earthly sense to us. 

When faced w/ compromise – We hold to PROMISE 

The greatest struggle we’ll ever face is to compromise the beliefs/convictions we have so we can be like 
everyone else. Truth is there is an intense pressure for us to conform to everyone/everything around us. From 
Hollywood to Wall St. and from Madison Ave to Rodeo Dr., we’re being told what to eat, what to think, what to 
wear, and what to value. It’s a battle for the mind and an attempt persuade us to put our faith in the ways of 
man. I call this cultural brainwashing.  
  
What happened to Daniel 2,600 yrs ago is still occurring today to every child, teen, and adult. The world is 
trying to stuff us into its mold to make us accept the mob mentality about truth/morality.  It’s in the music we 
hear, the shows we watch, the books/mags we read, and the web we surf. It’s everywhere around us. Our 
secular, godless culture is trying to immerse/brainwash us to make us just like everyone else.  
  
Neb recognized if he could win the minds/hearts of these teenagers, he’d have control over them the rest of their 
lives. So he sought to change everything w/in their lives. He employed an intentional/strategic plan to 
indoctrinate these boys into the Babylonian culture b/c he wanted them to think like Babylonians, behave like 



Babylonians, and believe like Babylonians. So he sought to change their language, their understanding of 
history, their diet, and their names. 

By changing their language/history, Neb was attempting to reprogram every known truth in their lives – their 
ancestry, their beliefs, their values, their sense of truth. All their lives, they’d been exposed to Jewish wisdom. 
Now, they’re being taught the wisdom of Babylon. They’re being exposed to things they’ve never been exposed 
to before. It’s a dangerous time for them. There’s so much pressure being exerted on them to conform to the 
new world around them.  

Christians face the same dangers in this world today. We’re constantly being exposed to new ways of thinking 
and are being told that our way of looking at the world, thru the lens of Scripture is outdated and intolerant. 
There’s great pressure being placed on the believers to conform to the world's way of thinking. We’re told to 
accept homosexuality, abortion, gender reassignment, evolution, sexual promiscuity; however, God hasn’t 
changed His mind about these issues and what He said 4,000, 3,000, or 2,000 yrs ago still stands today! It 
doesn't matter if the devil and the entire world stands against it, God’s Word is the standard of truth and not the 
sinful ways of culture. 

Neb also wanted to change their diet. Yet all their lives these young men had lived by the dietary laws given 
by the Lord. The problem was the food prepared for them was dedicated to pagan gods; and to eat or drink 
anything dedicated to pagan gods would cross a line and be disrespectful to God. 

We’re faced w/ tough choices that run contrary to God’s best for us. Decisions about the things we ingest into 
our lives whether it is food, or the movies/shows we watch, the music we listen to, or the places we frequent, 
etc. We’re confronted daily w/ choices to do or not do certain things that can cause us to be defiled. And while 
we might be saved, our choices can either build us up or tear us down. And while we might be secure in to faith, 
we can become so defiled that our lives become useless, even hurtful to the work of God.   

In changing their names, Neb was attempting to change their identity so they might forget their God. The 
meaning of their names was devoted to the worship/service of Yahweh. Their new names were tied to the 
worship of false, pagan gods.  

For example – Daniel means God is judge – Belteshazzar means Bel will protect. Bel was the chief god of 
Babylon also known as Marduk. It was an attempt to strip them of their identity and to align their lives to the 
gods of Babylon. 

The world/devil will try every tactic to force us into their mold. However, no matter what they say to us, throw 
at us or try to do to us, they can’t change who we are – a child of God.  

See what great love the Father has lavished on us that we should be called God’s children! This is who we are! 
The reason the world doesn’t know us is b/c they don’t know Him. Friends, now we are God’s children, and what 
we will be hasn’t yet been made known. But we know when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see 

him as he is. 

So vs. 8 is the key verse – But Daniel resolved not to defile himself… I’m going to read this again. 

When do you take a stand? Daniel took a stand when God’s name might be defamed and his life would be 
defiled. He took a stand when what he was being asked to do was going to corrupt him from the inside out. 



Have you ever seen the soaring redwood trees in northern CA? A few yrs ago, a particular redwood that had 
been standing for over 400 yrs died. It had survived earthquakes, lightning, storms, and forest fires, but 
suddenly this huge tree came crashing to the floor. In trying to discover why it fell, scientist cut into the tree and 
found it was taken down by tiny little beetles that had eaten into the heart of that great tree. 

Daniel resolved not to defile himself b/c he understood that it was the little things he accepted into his life that 
dishonored God that’d be his downfall.  

Solomon calls them the little foxes that steal the fruit of the vineyard. The small lies, little compromises, and 
poor habits we allow to get past the guard house of our hearts that turn our hearts toward the worship of our self 
and away from our commitment to Christ. 

Show me a person who’s fallen away from their faith in the Lord and I’ll show you a person who started making 
little compromises in his/her life long ago.  

If we’re going to stand out, we’re going to have to stand firm on the promises of God. It’ll require we guard our 
hearts by standing on the promises of God. 

Guard your heart for it is the wellspring of your life. Pr. 4:23 

Are there areas in your life where you’ve begun to let your guard down? Are you allowing things in your life 
that you used to think were wrong? If you have begun the downward spiral of compromise, I’m glad to tell you 
Jesus allows U-turns! It’s called repentance – turning from sin/compromise to Him. And He’s promised us if 
we confess our sin, and turn to His finished work on the cross, that we can find unconditional forgiveness in 
Him alone. 

So if the little beetles of compromise have been whittling away at your walk w/ Him, then come back home and 
allow the Lord to put you back where He wants you to be. He wants your life to stand true for His glory. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


