
Unbowed – Stand OUT           
2/24/19 
Daniel 2:1-49 

Have you ever been in what appeared to be a no-win situation? When I was in HS, I remember being in what 
appeared to be a no-win situation. It was Friday AM, and I was still too heavy to make weight for a wrestling 
match on Friday PM. If I didn’t make weight, we’d have to forfeit and my coach would’ve been miffed. But if I 
did make weight, then I’d have to wrestle a monster who was the defending state champ – face my coach or 
face a monster? 

This is exactly the situation in Daniel 2. King Neb has had a confusing dream he wanted interpreted, but he’s 
decided he not only wants the dream interpreted, he wants the interpreters to tell him the dream too – or else 
he’ll kill them all. 

This would be like me telling you I had a dream, and if one of you can tell me the dream and its meaning, I’ll 
make you rich, but if no one can do as I’ve asked, then I’ll have everyone executed – a great deal… huh? 

Last week we started a series from the life of Daniel and his (3) friends – Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah 
entitled Unbowed. The intent of this series is to help us to live right-side up in our upside-down, inside-out 
world. It’s about how to stand strong in a fallen world, and how to stand for truth when everyone else is falling 
for lies – It’s about how to go against the flow. 

It reminds me of a t-shirt I wore so many yrs ago that looked like this – Go Against the Flow. Note the vs. 

Don’t be conformed to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you’ll 
be able to test/approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing, and perfect will. Romans 12:2 

In other words – don’t let the world stuff you into its mold or force you into the same cultural patterns as those 
who don’t know Christ – instead live unbowed to the world and unmistakably for God.   

unbowed – not submitted to pressure/demands 

Last week we looked at the call to Stand TRUE to God when our lives get turned upside-down/inside-out. In 
particular we discussed how:    

1 – When faced w/ change – we have to learn to trust. 
2 – When faced w/ compromise – we hold to promise. 

REMEMBER– Judah has yet again turned from God. To get their attention and return their hearts to Him, God 
allowed a pagan nation to destroy Jerusalem and carry off their treasures and young people to Babylon. Once 
there, King Neb set into motion a plan to indoctrinate these youth by taking them thru a 3 yr training where he 
set out to change their diets, their sense of history/culture, and their names. And as we learned last week, at the 
head of the class was Daniel and his (3) buddies.   

As we pick up the story in ch. 2 – enough time has passed that Daniel and his friends have finished their 
training and set themselves apart from their peers. 



Ch. 2 opens w/ Neb experiencing a reoccurring dream he doesn’t seem to understand but his burdened by (we’ll 
discuss the dream in a future series) – so he calls in the astrologers/enchanters he inherited from his dad to 
interpret his dream – yet b/c he doesn’t seem to trust them, instead of telling them the dream, he offers them an 
ultimatum – tell me my dream/interpret it or die.  

In the 2nd yr of his reign, Neb had dreams; his mind was troubled and he couldn’t sleep. So the king summoned 
the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed. When they stood before 

the king, he said to them, “I have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means.” The 
astrologers replied to the king, “May the king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and we’ll interpret it.” 
The king replied, “This is what I have firmly decided; if you don’t tell me what my dream was and interpret it, 
I’ll have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into rubble. But if you tell me the dream and explain it, 

you’ll receive from me gifts, rewards, and great honor. Tell me the dream and interpret it for me.” They again 
replied, “Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we’ll interpret it.” The king said, “I’m certain you’re 
trying to gain time, b/c you realize this is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me the dream, there’s 
only one penalty for you. You’ve conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, hoping the situation will 

change. So then, tell me the dream, and I’ll know you can interpret it for me.” 

Talk about being b/w a rock and a hard place. These men of the dark arts have a problem. B/c God is calling the 
plays and not Satan, they can’t interpret Neb’s dream. All they can do is beg the king to tell them the dream and 
some time to interpret it; but he doesn’t.  

The astrologers answered, “There’s no one on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and 
mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks is too 

difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they don’t live among humans.” 

So Neb begins to kill off the enchanters. In the midst of the kill-off, Daniel goes to the king’s henchman to ask 
for an audience w/ Neb. When Daniel gets before the king, b/c he hadn’t had the same chance as the others, this 
18 yr old asks for some time to get figure it out – and b/c the king apparently remembered Daniel, he gave him 
what he asked – so he went home, gathered his bud, and sought the Lord for an answer. 

What was it that made Daniel stand out? What set them apart? I believe the same traits he had are the same 
qualities we need today if we’re going the go against the flow and stand for God in our upside-down world. 

I Consistent Uncompromising CHARACTER 

Few men have the virtue to w/stand the highest bidder. George Washington 

I think our 1st president was right – most people have a price. In fact, far too many people have sold themselves 
out for pennies on the dollar or less. This week I read a sad article about what people would do for $1 mil. What 
would you do for $1 mil.? 

• Eat a live cockroach every day for life? 25% 
• Do 5 yr in max. security prison? 30% 
• Give up cell phone/internet for 15 yrs? 45% 
• Take money for a random person would die? 50%  
• Live alone on an island for 3 yrs? 24% 
• Not bathe or use deodorant ever again? 7% 
• Would you divorce your spouse? 47% 



• Would you give up 10 yrs of your life? 32% 

As we learned last week, Daniel wasn’t about to defile himself for anyone/anything. B/c of his faith in God and 
his commitment to honor God w/ his life, his character wasn’t for sale. He valued his credibility as much as he 
valued his faith b/c he understood that who we are and whose we are – are the most important assets/qualities in 
a person’s life.  

He was also an above/beyond kind of guy. He always gave his best and never settled for less than his best.  
The (3) types of people in our world: 
• Those who do just ENOUGH to get by 
• Those who do what is EXPECTED 
• Those who EXCEL above/beyond 

All of these items speak to one thing – integrity! 

integrity – who you are when no one is watching and when everyone is watching – and it’s who you are when 
your life gets squeezed. 

Why is this important? If Daniel hadn’t had integrity, Arioch wouldn’t have listened, and Neb would’ve 
executed him on the spot (if he’d gotten an audience). Yet b/c of his uncompromising character/integrity, God 
went before him and used him for greater things. 

The decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put 
them to death. When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of 

Babylon, Daniel spoke to him w/ wisdom and tact. Daniel asked, “Why did the king issue such a harsh decree?” 
Arioch explained the matter to Daniel. At this, Daniel went in to the king and asked for time that he might 

interpret the dream for him… 

It was b/c of who he was b/c of who God is that he was respected by the Babylonians. They knew him by his 
reputation. He wasn’t only committed to God; but to honoring God by being the best Daniel he could be. 

II Composed Unshakeable COURAGE 

I can’t speak for you but I know that when I’ve been faced w/ intimidating circumstances in which I’ve been 
faced w/ a tumultuous outcome, I’ve struggled to keep my composure and my confidence. 

Here Daniel is faced w/ death – they’re coming to get him/his buddies – not to harass them, or imprison them – 
but to exterminate them. They responded w/ absolute composure/courage. When others are being chopped into 
pieces, they’re calm, cool, and collected. 

Did you notice what Daniel did? He didn’t run! He didn’t hide! He didn’t hope the problem would resolve 
itself and go away! Daniel set out to find the chief executioner to have a conversation w/ him to ask for an 
audience w/ the king. And the guy listened and granted him a pass to see the king. 

Lest we forget who Daniel was – he was maybe 18, and a captive exile fresh out of 3 yrs of training. He was a 
nobody – yet b/c God’s hand was upon him, and b/c he had stewarded his gifts/abilities to honor God, God 
sovereignly moved for His glory/good. 



Can I show you what composed courage does? 
• It runs to and not from one’s problems  
• It confronts trouble w/ wisdom/humility/tact  
• It trusts in the Lord alone for guidance/provision 

III Captivated Unfailing CONVICTION 

I love this part – As God showers Daniel w/ His favor – Daniel doubles-down on God. B/c of his absolute trust 
in the unfailing God, Daniel gathers his buddies and they seek the Lord for His mercy. 

Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. He 
urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so he and his friends might not 
be executed w/ the rest of the wise men of Babylon. During the night the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a 
vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven and said: “Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; 

wisdom/power are His. He changes times/seasons; he deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to 
the wise/knowledge to the discerning. He reveals deep/hidden things; He knows what lies in darkness, and 

light dwells w/ Him. I thank/praise you, God of my ancestors: You have given me wisdom/power, you have made 
known to me what we asked of you, you have made known to us the dream of the king.” 2:17-24 

So b/c of God’s sovereign care over Daniel and his will for Daniel, Neb shows favor to Daniel and gives him 
what he chose not to give the others – TIME! So what does he do…Daniel invites his buddies to join him in 
seeking the Lord for God’s will. 

Can I tell you what most of us do? We go to our friends and tell them how clever we were in handling the 
situation and then ask them to help us figure out how to get the job done. We leave the Lord out of it and trust in 
our own abilities/ingenuity! Instead of giving credit where credit is due, we take the credit and enjoy the pats on 
the back. Instead of seeking the Lord, we seek advice from friends, read self-help books by men, listen to some 
knucklehead talk show host, take a straw poll, and then list out the pros/cons. 

But people who STAND OUT – fall down before the Lord in absolute dependence. Instead of sending an email 
– they trust in knee-mail!  

Faith is living by trust in God alone w/out scheming. 

When you’re in a crisis or no-win situation, where do you run, what do you do, and who do you trust?  

The degree of our dependency on God is revealed by how quickly we turn to Him in prayer and how patient we 
are to wait for His answer. Unknown 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I’ll say it again – rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer/petition, w/ thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus. Philippians 4:4-7 

rejoice – return (run) to the source of your joy – return to the One who is worthy of your trust. 

Is this not what Daniel did? He ran to the Lord and sought out His mercies/guidance. He didn’t run to his 
buddies for their counsel, but for their prayer support. 



be anxious for nothing – what are you anxious about? What has gotten your heart/mind preoccupied? God stop 
scheming and bring it to Him.  

Yes… I know this is hard and I know it seems counter-intuitive; but it’s the right way to handle the details and 
distractions of life. God wired us to live dependently w/ Him. He requires our trust and not our schemes. 

BTW – it’s vital we all recognize that God doesn’t promise a quick, concise answer but He does promise His 
peace/presence. And here’s what I’ve noticed when I trust/seek Him – He’s always on time w/ an answer – not a 
moment too soon nor a moment too late. 

We learn from Daniel what’s necessary if we’re going to stand out for God: 

• Consistent Uncompromising CHARACTER 
• Composed, Unshakeable COURAGE 
• Captivated, Unfailing CONVICTION  

Finish wrestling story – I lost the weight and somehow won the match. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


