
Unbowed – Stand FIRM           
3/3/19  
Daniel 3:1-30 

Old Saying: A faith that fizzles before the finish was faulty from the first. Adrian Rogers 

Faith is the key element of the Jesus life – and the very basis of our followship. We 
believe/trust so we obey/follow – that is, we put our faith into motion. We don’t just talk 
the talk, but we also walk the walk. Faith is living by trust w/out scheming 

Yet for a person’s faith to be trusted; it must be tested.  

Explain: Our faith is the battlefield. Satan tempts us to destroy our faith while God tests 
us to develop our faith – b/c a faith that can’t be tested can’t be trusted.  

If there were ever a story to demonstrate real faith, it’s the dramatic, exciting story of 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego in the fiery furnace found in Daniel 3. 

If you’re just joining us. We’re in a series in Daniel entitled – Unbowed. The intent of 
this series is to encourage us to live right-side up in our upside-down, inside-out world. 
It’s about how we can stand for truth when everyone else is falling for lies – by not living 
conformed to the patterns of this world, but transformed by our faith and obedience to 
God. 

unbowed – not submitted to pressure/demands 

REMINDER– Judah has turned from God – so to get their attention and return their 
hearts to Him, God allowed the pagan nation of Babylon to destroy Jerusalem and carry 
off their treasures and young people to Babylon. Once there, Neb set into motion a plan 
to destroy Israel’s future by indoctrinating their sharpest youth into the ways of Babylon 
by taking them thru a 3 yr training where he changed their diets, their sense of history/
culture, and their names. But along the way, Neb found (4) teenage boys who’d neither 
bend, break, nor bow to the ways of Babylon.  

As we pick up the story in Daniel 3, we need to fast-forward 15 yrs as Daniel and his 
buds are now young, professionals in the Neb’s government – yet King Neb is still Neb – 
and once again pulls an audacious stunt and suddenly the heat is on!  
  
You’ve heard the phrase – The Heat is On? It was made famous by the song Glen Fry 
wrote for the movie Beverly Hills Cop; but the origin of the phrase was a slang from the 
gangster underworld in the 1920’s referring to being under surveillance or pursued by the 
police. Today, it refers to being under great pressure.  



If ever the heat was on both literally/figuratively it was here in Daniel 3. Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego were feeling the pressure to conform and facing the 
consequences of fire if they didn’t. Nonetheless, from their lives we learn what’s required 
to Stand FIRM when the heat is on? 

I Choose DEVOTION Over Commotion 

We have to take a deliberate stand knowing we will be tested to see if what we truly 
believe works in real life. 

King Neb made a gold statue 90 ft tall and 9 ft wide and set it up on the plain of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. Then he sent word to the high officers, officials, governors, 

advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates, and all the provincial officials to come to the 
dedication of the statue he had set up. So all these officials came and stood before the 

statue King Neb had set up. Then a herald shouted out, “People of all races and nations 
and languages, listen to the king’s command! When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, 

zither, lyre, harp, pipes, and other musical instruments, bow to the ground to worship 
King Neb’s gold statue. Anyone who refuses to obey will immediately be thrown into a 
blazing furnace.” So at the sound of the musical instruments, all the people, whatever 
their race or nation or language, bowed to the ground and worshiped the gold statue 

King Neb had set up. 3:1-7 (NLT) 

Neb’s on another ego-trip and decides to build a 90 ft x 9 ft statute he expects everyone 
to bow/worship b/c he wasn’t happy w/ being just the man in charge, he wanted to be 
worshipped as a god. To give you some perspective, the Statue of Liberty in NY is 130 ft 
tall.   

I want you to notice he does what any good god would do, he forced his subjects to bow 
to the image or else be thrown into a furnace to go snap, crackle, pop! 

I find it interesting how similar this story is to what we all face today. No… we’re not 
being asked to bow to a statue, but we are being asked to conform to culture.  

Our world creates larger-than-life images for us to worship too. No, they’re no longer 
statues made of gold, but images/people we idolize on big screens, in stadiums, and in 
concert venues. It’s also in images of beauty, fame, wealth, power, and influence. 

The scary part in all of these idols we bow to is they beg us to create a false image of 
ourselves making life all about – ME! Have you looked at anyone’s FB, Twitter, or 
Instagram lately? They’re all about creating an image to make others think good of us. 



Can I assure you God is far more concerned w/ your character than w/ your image! 
Character is who you really are; while image is who you want people to think you are.  

So a decree is declared, the instruments sound, and apparently everyone present bowed 
except for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. And their stance didn’t go unnoticed – 
and neither will yours should you choose to stand firm in your faith w/ God.  

BTW – they didn’t go looking for a fight, it came to them b/c of their faith in God and 
determination to live faithfully in their belief in God. 

And b/c of the faith they lived, I want you to notice the reaction of the others in 3:8-15: 

But some of the astrologers went to the king and informed on the Jews. They said to King 
Neb, “Long live the king! You issued a decree requiring all the people to bow down and 
worship the gold statue when they hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, 
pipes, and other musical instruments. That decree also states those who refuse to obey 

must be thrown into a blazing furnace.12 But there are some Jews—Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego—whom you have put in charge of the province of Babylon. They pay no 
attention to you, Your Majesty. They refuse to serve your gods and do not worship the 
gold statue you have set up.” Then Neb flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego be brought before him. When they were brought in, Neb said to 
them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or 
to worship the gold statue I have set up?  I will give you one more chance to bow down 

and worship the statue I have made when you hear the sound of the musical instruments. 
But if you refuse, you will be thrown immediately into the blazing furnace. Then what 

god will be able to rescue you from my power?” 

What happened here? The Three Amigos dared to challenge Neb’s narcissism b/c they 
had a greater awe and respect of God than they had of Neb. They knew Him to be the 
king, but refused to treat him as God. 

So a few lessons here: 
1 – There will always be people who get offended and put-off when you choose not to 
conform w/ them and they’ll do their best to get you into trouble 
2 – When you choose to do the right thing over the expedient thing, you’ll always make 
someone angry.  
3 – Whenever you challenge anyone’s ego you can always expect anger in return. 
4 – We all need to decide what kind of person we’re going to be: STUCK Up/KISS Up/
STAND Up. 
5 – The arrogant think they’re smarter, stronger, and more able than God – that they don’t 
need God. 



II  Choose FAITH Over Fear 

You could also say – conviction over convenience. But this is where the rubber hits the 
road. When faith spreads its wings/soars – and belief springs into action.  

Before I jump into these verses – I want to be clear: having faith and living for God takes 
courage – anyone can go w/ the flow and be a minion to culture. But to stand firm when 
facing the heat of the moment – that requires spiritual gumption believing God will be 
God and will work for our good even while it might not make any earthly sense to us.  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Neb, we don’t need to defend ourselves 
before you. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to 

save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty. But even if he doesn’t, we want 
to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, we will never serve your gods or worship the gold 

statue you have set up.” 3:16-18 

This is what you call TRUE faith. This is a faith that says I know God can, I trust He 
will, but even if He doesn’t, it’s b/c He has a better plan than I understand! 

There’s nothing conditional w/ their faith. Yet far too often I hear people pray (and I’ve 
even prayed) “God, if you do this, then I’ll do this!” “God if you heal my child, my 
spouse, my friend – I’ll serve you; but if you don’t; I’ll give up on You!” God, if you will 
make me successful, give me this job, whatever it might be… 

These 3 guys understood what we need to understand – True faith doesn’t treat God like 
he’s some heavenly puppet on a string we pull to do our bidding – He’s the sovereign, 
King of kings who is able, willing, and capable of meeting us at the point of our need to 
work His will/purposes in/thru us for our earthly good and His eternal glory. 

 A True Faith believes God will DEFEND 

we don’t need to defend ourselves before you… 

Exodus 17 – Israelites are in a battle w/ the Amalekites – so long as Moses has his staff 
raised, the Israelites won the battle, but when his arms dropped; they’d lose. So Aaron/
Hur supported Moses arms until the battle ended – Jehovah Nissi – the Lord our banner. 

When we trust the Lord and walk in sync w/ His Word and will – we can know w/ 
certainty He will be w/ us and will go before us. He will be our banner. 

 B True Faith knows God CAN / WILL Save 



We have no doubt of God’s ability nor do we doubt His willingness – but what we don’t 
know is His will and His timing. Notice what these guys say: 

If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us He 
will rescue us from your power… 

These guys have no doubt God can/will if it is His will. 

Sometimes God saves us FROM the fire 
Sometimes God saves us THRU the fire 
Sometimes God saves us BY the fire 
Sometimes God saves us FOR the fire 

 C True Faith accepts God’s WAY Always 

But even if He doesn’t, we will never serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have 
set up. 

Can I explain this w/ the words of the apostle Paul to the believers at Philippi? 

For me to live is Christ but to die is gain. Ph. 1 

They were saying in effect – We’ve been crucified w/ Christ, yet it’s no longer any of us 
who live, but God lives in us – and this life we live, we live by faith…  

A faith that fizzles before the finish was faulty from the first. But a faith the Father favors 
will follow to the finish to find favor, freedom, and fellowship. 

So what happened? Neb blew a gasket and turned the furnace up 7x hotter – as if that’d 
make a difference! He wanted to make an example of them and strike fear into the hearts 
of the people. But little did he know what was about to happen! 

Neb was so furious w/ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego his face became distorted w/ rage. 
He commanded the furnace be heated 7x hotter than usual. Then he ordered some of the 

strongest men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and throw them into 
the blazing furnace. They tied them up and threw them into the furnace, fully dressed in their 
pants, turbans, robes, and other garments. B/c the king, in his anger, had demanded such a 
hot fire in the furnace, the flames killed the soldiers as they threw the men in. So Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego, securely tied, fell into the roaring flames. 

III Choose BLESSINGS Over Less-ings   



How do we respond in the fire? What are we to do when the heat’s turned up? 

 A Trust God will WALK w/ you in the Fire 

Good news – When we trust in God to follow His leading, He promises we will not be 
alone and His presence will be w/ us.  

Suddenly, Neb jumped up in amazement and asked his advisers, ‘Didn't we tie up three 
men and throw them into the furnace?’ ‘Yes,’ they said, ‘Well look now!’ he shouted. "You 
can see four men, unbound, walking around freely in the fire, unharmed! And the 4th man 

looks like a son of the gods! 

Who was the 4th person in the fire? It was God in the Person of Jesus – Theophany/
Christophany!  This wasn’t a son of the gods. It was the Son of God 

When you go thru deep waters and great trouble, I will be w/ you. When you go thru 
rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk thru the fire of oppression, you 

will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you! For I am the Lord, your God!” 
Isaiah 43:2-3 

 B God will use the fire to Set You FREE 

unbound – the only thing burned in the fire were the manmade ropes! to burn away the 
impurities. 

It reminds me of the assaying process of a precious metal – gold/silver – when it’s set to 
fire and melted down, the impurities can be burned off or cleared away – and the metal is 
clean when the goldsmith or silversmith can see their reflection. 

God allows the heat to be turned up in our lives to purify us that He can see His reflection 
in our lives. 

 C God will WATCH Over Us in the Fire 

Then Neb came as close as he could to the door of the furnace and shouted: ‘Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come out at once!’ 

So they stepped out of the fire. Then the princes, prefects, governors, and advisers 
crowded around them and saw the fire hadn’t touched them. Not a hair on their heads 

was singed, and their clothing wasn’t scorched. They didn't even smell of smoke!” 3:26-7 



Did you see it? Not even a hair on their chinny, chin, chins, was bothered. “These guys 
are more than unshakable, they’re unbakable!” Warren 

I grilled hamburgers last night for the 6th grade boys who stayed at our home for DNow – 
and two showers later I still smell the grill on me. And these guys came out smelling like 
a rose. 

God will faithfully be w/ you and look after you. 

D God will CHANGE Hearts to Him 

The king said, "Praise to the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who sent his 
angel to rescue his servants. They trusted in him. They defied my command and were 

willing to die rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. “Thus, I make 
this decree: If anyone says anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego, they will be put to death, and their houses will be destroyed... There’s no 
other god who can save anyone like this!"  Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego to even higher positions in the province of Babylon.”     

The mighty king who ordered the world to bow before his image is now bowing before 
the true King od the world. Swindoll 

How we handle pain, pressure, and heat – may be our most powerful witness to those 
around us! 
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Pastor Joey Rodgers


