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Have you ever had to learn something the hard way? Maybe it was 
a life lesson... a relationship lesson... a financial lesson? If you 
listen to Dave Ramsey, he calls hard financial lessons paying a 
“stupid tax.” 

I can’t speak for you, but I’ve had to learn a few lessons the hard 
way. Like when I was 7 and I had to learn the hard way never to 
disrespect you momma! Sadly, I had learned some choice, 
inappropriate words from a few school friends that no one should 
ever say, and when my mother asked me to do a chore I didn’t 
want to do (in my 7 yr old wisdom) I decided to use them to tell 
my mother “NO”. Needless to say, I learned the hard way (1) never 
to be disrespectful to my mother; (2) if you’re going to be dumb 
enough to be disrespectful, don’t use curse words to express 
yourself! (3) pick better friends! If only someone would’ve 
stepped in and advised me not to do – they could’ve saved me 
from a world of hurt. 

As we continue our study in Daniel about how to live unbowed in 
our world and humbly before God, we’re going to learn how to 
Stand UP for others when they appear determined to learning a 
lesson the hard way.  

I know this might be hard to believe, but not every lesson has to be 
learned the hard way – it can be learned the smart, easy way – if 
we’d just listen! 

Rather than reading the entire story – let me recap what happened 
in Daniel 4. In one of the more unique chapters in the Bible, the 
pagan king of Babylon, Neb shares w/ his subjects a personal 



testimony of how he learned the hard way Proverbs 16:18 – Pride 
goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

What Happened: Neb has had another dream, and once again he 
couldn’t find anyone but Daniel to interpret it. Of course, by this 
time, Daniel is in his mid 50’s – and he and His God are well 
known to Neb whom Daniel has served faithfully w/out 
compromising his faith/trust in God. 

BTW – Daniel proves to us it’s possible to live in the world, serve 
faithfully in an ungodly situation under an unsaved boss, and not 
compromise our faith. 

Here’s the Dream – While I was lying in my bed, this is what I 
dreamed. I saw a large tree in the middle of the earth. The tree 
grew very tall and strong reaching high into the heavens for all the 
world to see. It had fresh green leaves, and it was loaded w/ fruit 
for all to eat. Wild animals lived in its shade, and birds nested in 
its branches. All the world was fed from this tree. Then as I lay 
there dreaming, I saw a messenger, a holy one, coming down from 
heaven. The messenger shouted, “Cut down the tree and lop off its 
branches! Shake off its leaves and scatter its fruit! Chase the wild 
animals from its shade and the birds from its branches. But leave 
the stump and the roots in the ground, bound w/ a band of iron/
bronze and surrounded by tender grass. Now let him be drenched 
w/ the dew of heaven, and let him live w/ the wild animals among 
the plants of the field. For (7) periods of time, let him have the 
mind of a wild animal instead of the mind of a human. For this has 
been decreed by the messengers; it is commanded by the holy ones, 
that everyone may know that the Most High rules over the 
kingdoms of the world. He gives them to anyone he chooses – even 
to the lowliest of people.” 4:10-18 

Talk about a crazy dream – it makes me wonder if he ate 
something that didn’t agree w/ him. Every time I have a bizarre 
dream, I can attribute to my last meal. 



Dream Research: Thinking about dreams this week, I did some 
research and found some interesting things:  

If you dream you’re falling, it’s b/c you’re concerned about 
something in your life you can’t control. 

If you dream you’re stuck, it’s b/c you’re feeling overwhelmed. 

If you dream you forgot an exam/test, it’s b/c you don’t feel 
adequately prepared for something. 

If you ever dream about dirty water, it’s believed your body is 
trying to tell you you’re sick – go see a Dr! 

If you dream about chocolate, it’s b/c you think you’ve done 
something good and deserve to be rewarded. 

If you dream you’re naked or in your underwear, it’s b/c you feel 
vulnerable in an area of your life. 

If you dream you need to go to the bathroom – it means you’ve got 
to go to the bathroom – get up and go now! 
  
In Neb’s case, he went all out coocoo for Cocoa Puffs. So he 
called in Daniel to interpret his dream and it wasn’t good news for 
the king. Daniel says:  

“I wish the events foreshadowed in this dream would happen to 
your enemies, my lord, and not to you! The tree you saw was 

growing very tall/strong, reaching high into the heavens for all the 
world to see. It had fresh green leaves and was loaded w/ fruit for 
all to eat. Wild animals lived in its shade, and birds nested in its 
branches. That tree, Your Majesty, is you. For you have grown 

strong and great; your greatness reaches up to heaven, and your 
rule to the ends of the earth. Then you saw a messenger, a holy 



one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut down the tree and 
destroy it. But leave the stump and the roots in the ground, bound 
w/ a band of iron and bronze and surrounded by tender grass. Let 
him be drenched w/ the dew of heaven. Let him live w/ the animals 
of the field for (7) periods of time.’ This is what the dream means, 
Your Majesty, and what the Most High has declared will happen to 
my lord the king. You will be driven from human society, and you 
will live in the fields w/ the wild animals. You will eat grass like a 
cow, and you will be drenched w/ the dew of heaven. (7) periods of 
time will pass while you live this way, until you learn that the Most 

High rules over the kingdoms of the world and gives them to 
anyone he chooses. But the stump/roots of the tree were left in the 

ground. This means you will receive your kingdom back again 
when you have learned that heaven rules. King Neb, please accept 
my advice. Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your 
wicked past and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will 

continue to prosper.”4:19-27 

Before we look at how to stand up for others so they don’t have to 
learn a lesson the hard way – we need to catch the rest of this story 
so we might understand what people do to have to learn a lesson 
the hard way.  

Daniel interprets the dream and tells Neb he’s about to have an 
encounter w/ God, but if he ignores God, he’ll have to face the 
consequences – Neb chooses poorly.  

Let me show you quickly the 3 biggest contributing factors to 
having to learn something the hard way: 

• ARROGANCE – We get too proud of our success and too 
comfortable w/ our prosperity. 

I, Neb, was enjoying a time of peace/prosperity in my kingdom and 
palace. I was taking it easy, w/out a care in the world! 4:4 



I said to myself, “Just look at this great city of Babylon I have 
created! By my own mighty power, I have built this beautiful city 

for my glory. I built it to show my power, might, majesty, and glory! 
4:30 

• IGNORANCE – We’re so arrogant we think we’re 
untouchable so we don’t heed the warning signs. 

God warned Neb in a dream and Daniel warned Neb – but Neb 
paid no attention; he ignored good counsel. 

B/c you've been arrogant and ignored God, you're about to lose 
your kingdom and your sanity. 4:24 

Here's what you should do: Repent of your sins and start doing 
what is right. Then begin to show merciful kindness to the poor and 

oppressed. Then perhaps God will allow you to keep prospering. 
4:27 

• AVOIDANCE – We get so settled we put off and procrastinate 
doing right b/c we think there’s time. 

Twelve months later, all of what King Neb dreamed did actually 
happen to him. 4:28 

When it comes to doing the right thing – never put off to tomorrow 
what you can do today. 

In light of these challenges, this encounter begs the question of 
how do we to confront others who appear bound/determined to 
learn a lesson the hard way? 

We’ve all met people who seem to like confrontation; yet most 
people prefer to be non-confrontational to being overly 
confrontational.  



We all need people to confront us when were headed the wrong 
direction – if they’d do it in a gently way. 

It might be a relationship decision, a career decision, a financial 
decision… it might be as simple as your friend already has (2) cats 
and is thinking about getting a 3rd one – for the love of God – 
please stand up/help! Here we learn how to be a stand up friend. 

I Confront w/ Courageous CAUTION 

Notice Daniel’s reaction – Upon hearing this, Daniel was 
overcome for a time, frightened by the meaning of the dream…, “I 
wish the events foreshadowed in this dream would happen to your 
enemies and not to you!” 
Make no mistake, Daniel was disturbed by this dream. For 35+ yrs, 
he’s served Neb – so he understood the gravity of the moment – by 
telling Neb the true meaning of the dream, his life was at risk. 

Point: When you choose to confront someone w/ the truth, no 
matter how gentle or harsh, the life of that relationship (or greater) 
will always be at risk! 

It’s a risky thing to confront someone w/ the truth. Why? B/c no 
one enjoys having their mistakes, faults, and flaws pointed out. So 
when God calls upon us to love our neighbor w/ the truth we have 
to muster up the courage to confront, but must also remember what 
is at stake and in turn, be incredibly careful. 

II Confront w/Compassionate CONCERN 

King Neb, please accept my advice… 27a 

I think this part of the verse is a critical to realize. If I were to 
paraphrase, I think Daniel was saying – Neb, I care deeply about 
you and I truly want what is best for you – so please, please, please 
listen. 



There are times we have to look at our spouses, kids, friends, and 
colleagues and say – I care so much about you that I can’t sit back 
and let you harm yourself or others – I have to plead w/ you to 
listen carefully. 

If another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are 
godly should gently/humbly help that person back onto the right 

path. Be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share 
each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ.  

Galatians 6:1-3 

Notice how? We’re to gently and humbly point them to Jesus. 
We’re to point them to the truth of the Word. Not as a Pharisee but 
as a fellow sinner saved by grace. 

III Confront w/ Clear CORRECTION 

Stop sinning and do what is right. Break from your wicked past 
and be merciful to the poor. Perhaps then you will continue to 

prosper. 

This reminds me of the hilarious Bob Newhart skit where he plays 
a therapist who has a lady come to see him about all of her issues/
phobias – and his advice is for her so simple – he tells her to “Just 
Stop It!” 

If you remember in John 8, Jesus had similar advice for a woman 
caught in adultery. After her accusers had left – Jesus told her to 
“go and sin no more!” 

When we find ourselves in a position of confrontation – while we 
should be gentle, we must be clear – or else the person might get 
the wrong impression. But this is a problem for many b/c they 



don’t want to hurt or offend the person they’re confronting, they’re 
unclear in their correction. We can take a lesson from Daniel! 

STOP sinning – stop saying/doing the wrong thing going in the 
wrong direction 

START doing what is right 

Stop being so harsh and do what is right – be kind! 

Stop spending your money so foolishly and do what is right – be a 
good steward! 

Stop being so disrespectful and do what is right – show your 
spouse, your parents, your boss respect! 

Just STOP it! And maybe God will have mercy on you. Maybe He 
will spare you the discipline you deserve.  

This is a critical truth to remember. Instead of desiring God zap’em 
for what we think they might deserve, we should be hopeful for 
their repentance. Does this remind you of anyone in Scripture – 
like Jonah? 

Jonah wanted and expected God to zap the Ninevites – so he was 
miffed when God had mercy on them. Yet Daniel is more hopeful. 
Maybe it’s b/c he genuinely cared for Neb whereas Jonah didn’t 
like the Ninevites, yet it doesn’t matter. We’re all called to love our 
neighbor just as Jesus loves us!  

So here comes the hard part when you’re the one confronting a 
someone for their good – you have no control over what they 
choose to do. All we can do is love them enough to gently confront 
them, pray for them, and if they take the hard road, be there when 
they need a friend to pick them up. 



In Neb case, he chose the hard way – but in the end, after far too 
much pain/embarrassment, he learned to put his faith in God. He’s 
what I appreciate about Daniel – he didn’t look a Neb and say I 
told you so, he rejoiced in the sovereign work of God. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal 
edification and enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this 
material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to 
cite any exact quotations. Any failure to cite a quote is simply an 
oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this 
material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven imagination. 
Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and 
your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as 
you cite the source for any substantial amount used in your 
message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I 
encourage you to simply preface your remarks by saying 
something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas 
I’m sharing in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey 
Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


