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If you’re just joining us. We’re in a series in Daniel entitled – Unbowed. To live unbowed means to not be 
submitted to the pressure/demands around you – to not be stuffed into the mold but to live above it for 
something greater. The goal of these lessons has been to encourage us to live right-side up in our upside-down, 
inside-out world. It’s about how we can stand for truth when everyone else is falling for lies – by not living 
conformed to the patterns of this world, but transformed by our faith/obedience to God. 

I wonder… have you ever found yourself in a place/position you never dreamed you’d be in? I was in such a 
place just yesterday. I was in Phenix City, AL at 4 AM eating a burrito from Taco Bell waiting to pick up 
Madeline to bring her home from Spring Break so momma could see her for a day or two. And I thought – I 
never saw this event ever in my life! 

In our text today, it’s safe to say that Belshazzar found himself in place/position he likely never dreamed he’d be 
in either, but in his case, it didn’t turn out so well. He quite literally became the poster child for the phrase – the 
handwriting is on the wall! 

The handwriting is on the wall means there’s a clear indication something bad is about to happen and 
judgement is coming. It comes from this Bible story. 

King Neb has passed away, and after a few short-lived successors, Nabonidus has become king and has made 
his son Belshazzar (Neb’s grandson) the coregent over the city of Babylon. Sadly though, Belshazzar was a 
partying, indulgent putz. So much so, he threw a huge party while the Medo-Persian army was literally 
encamped outside the walls of Babylon making plans to overthrow the city.  

But like so many people today, Belshazzar suffered from a bad case of Ostrich Syndrome. He thought if he 
stuck his head in the sand and ignored the problem, it’d go away on its own; but it didn’t. In fact, he actually 
made it worse, throwing a drunken party where he mocked/defied/challenged God instead. 

According to the historian Herodotus, Belshazzar was a bit over confident and indifferent to the situation. See – 
it’s believed the great Babylon had 300 ft walls wide enough to drive two 4-horse chariots side-by-side.  They 
also had a 20 yr food supply w/ the Euphrates River running thru the city, so most of the citizens thought the 
city was impenetrable and able to w/stand a siege. Of course, history shows it was not. 

In fact, that night, b/c Belshazzar didn’t just ignore the army outside his door, but he took the sacred utensils 
from God’s Temple and used them in a sacrilegious way thinking there wouldn’t be any consequences. As he 
was dishonoring the God, suddenly a hand appeared out of nowhere and began writing on the wall. 

King Bels gave a great banquet for a 1,000 of his nobles and drank wine w/ them. While he was drinking his 
wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold/silver goblets Neb his father had taken from the temple in Jerusalem, 
so the king and his nobles, and his wives/concubines might drink from them. So they brought in the gold goblets 

that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives/concubines 
drank from them. As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and 

stone. Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand 
in the royal palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. His face turned pale and he was so afraid his legs 



became weak and his knees were knocking. The king summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners. Then 
he said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in 
purple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will be made the 3rd highest ruler in the kingdom.” 
Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they couldn’t read the writing or tell the king what it meant. So King 

Bel became even more terrified and his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled. 5:1-9 

In other words, an intoxicated Bel freaked, got into a fetal position and looked anywhere/everywhere for an 
answer but couldn’t find one – which is what most people do when they see the handwriting on the wall. 
In v. 10-12, the queen walks in and tells Bel to cool it b/c there’s a man in Babylon who can help. Of course, 
she’s referring to Daniel, who’s now in his 80’s.   

So Daniel was brought before the king, and the king said to him, “Are you Daniel, one of the exiles my father 
the king brought from Judah? I have heard the spirit of the gods is in you and that you have insight, intelligence 
and outstanding wisdom. The wise men and enchanters were brought before me to read this writing and tell me 
what it means, but they couldn’t explain it. Now I have heard you are able to give interpretations and to solve 

difficult problems. If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have 
a gold chain placed around your neck, and you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.” Then 

Daniel replied, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. Nevertheless, I 
will read the writing for the king and tell him what it means. “Your Majesty, the Most High God gave Neb 

sovereignty, greatness, glory and splendor. B/c of the high position he gave him, all the nations and peoples of 
every language dreaded and feared him. Those the king wanted to put to death, he put to death; those he wanted 
to spare, he spared; those he wanted to promote, he promoted; and those he wanted to humble, he humbled. But 
when his heart became arrogant and hardened w/ pride, he was deposed from his royal throne and stripped of 
his glory. He was driven away from people and given the mind of an animal; he lived w/ the wild donkeys and 
ate grass like the ox; and his body was drenched w/ the dew of heaven, until he acknowledged the Most High 

God is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth and sets over them anyone he wishes. “But you, Bel, his son, have 
not humbled yourself, though you knew all this. Instead, you have set yourself up against the Lord of heaven. 

You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your wives and your concubines 
drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver/gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, which cannot see or 
hear or understand. But you did not honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all your ways. Thus he 
sent the hand that wrote the inscription. “This is the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN. 
“Here is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. 

Tekel: You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Peres: Your kingdom is divided and given to the 
Medes and Persians.” Then at Bel’s command, Daniel was clothed in purple, a gold chain was placed around 

his neck, and he was proclaimed the 3rd highest ruler in the kingdom. That very night Bel, king of the 
Babylonians, was slain, and Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 5:13-31 

Last week we talked about how to help a friend who’s trying to learn a lesson the hard way. If you remember, 
we talked about the (3) behaviors of a someone who’s headed for a tough lesson – they’re arrogant, ignorant, 
and avoiding. They think their untouchable, the ignore the warning signs, and they procrastinate doing what’s 
right. Well, Bel had these issues in spades – he was a hard lesson waiting to be learned. 

Unlike last week, when Daniel arrives on the scene, b/c of Bel’s total disregard for God and the things of God, 
his hard lesson would cost him his life. In fact, Bel is living proof of the statement about sin that says – sin will 
take you farther than you want to go, keep you longer than you want to stay, and cost you more than you willing 
to pay. 

What were his fatal mistakes? 



But you, Bel, his son, haven’t humbled yourself, though you knew all this. Instead, you’ve set yourself up 
against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your 
wives/concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver/gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, 
which cannot see or hear or understand. But you didn’t honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all 

your ways. 5:22-23 

1 – He ignored the lessons of the PAST – as Neb’s grandson, he knew what happened and ignored it. 
2 – He ignored the reality of GOD – he thumbed his nose at the God in spite of what he knew about him. 
3 – He ignored the GRAVITY of the moment – he didn’t take the situation serious w/ God or man. 

And b/c he did these things, he spit in the face of God when he needed to repent – and God allowed him to face 
the consequences of his sin.  

BTW – did you notice how God treated the Israelites and Babylonians the same way. He patiently and 
graciously afforded both of them a chance for grace and repentance, but finally got to a point where He says, 
“no more!” and He allowed them to suffer the wages of their defiant sin!  

Point – For God so loved the world He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
thru him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already b/
c they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. John 3:16-18 

Make no mistake – God is for us! He wishes that no one perishes but all come to repentance – and yet as the 
holy, righteous God, He isn’t going to sit back and allow sin to run rampant so His name is forgotten – He loves 
all of us too much to allow that. So He steps in to provide just enough justice to turn hearts to His grace for all 
people. 

Enter Daniel – God once again puts him in a position to have to deliver bad news to a king, yet this time the 
news is immediate, swift, and seemingly w/out mercy. Yet in this exchange, Daniel teaches us how to stand 
STRONG in our faith w/ God. 

I Walk FAITHFULLY with the Lord 

The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. “May the king live 
forever!” she said. “Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of 
the holy gods in him. In the time of your father he was found to have insight, intelligence, and wisdom like that 
of the gods. Your father, King Neb, appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers, and diviners. 
He did this b/c Daniel, whom the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind, w/ knowledge and 
understanding, and also the ability to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for 

Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing means.” 5:10-13 

To walk faithfully is to walk in faith w/ God. It’s to live under the influence of the HS, seeking the will of God, 
while abiding in the Word of God. 

Daniel did this all of his life – and the result was that God not only used Him, but he earned a reputation among 
men as being a man worthy of respect. 



See great influence is far more important than great affluence. When it is all said and done in life, who you are 
is of far greater value than what you’ve amassed.  

II Live HUMBLY before the Lord 

Daniel replied, “You may keep your gifts for yourself and give your rewards to someone else. But I will read the 
writing for the king and tell him what it means.” 

In this case, to live humbly means to live for the blessings of God instead of for accolades, applause, and 
accomplishments of men. It means your integrity and convictions are not for sale. It means you’ve put your 
hope/trust in God and not in things that’ll pass. 
Have you heard the term GOAT? That’s the big thing in pro sports right now. Greatest Of All Time. The elite 
of the elite in sports are arguing something that can never truly be decided. All that’s being proven is that no 
matter what records one obtains, someday, someone, will break your records and you won’t even be a footnote 
in the annuals of history. 

Jesus said a number of things about this that I think are relevant for us to reconsider: 

What does it profit a man to gain the whole world but forfeit his soul? Luke 6:25 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths/vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths/vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do 

not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Mt. 6 

III Serve DILIGENTLY for the Lord 

Out of this same verse we discover another great truth if we’re to stand strong in our faith – we have to serve 
diligently the people and opportunities God gives us. 

We have no indication what Daniel thought of Bel, but we do know he served him faithfully. Can I assure you 
that it wasn’t b/c he feared Bel, but rather it was b/c his allegiance was to God?  

Often times we separate our service to God w/ our careers and service to man – but as the children of God, these 
should be one in the same w/ our priority allegiance being to serve God. 

Psalm 100:2 – says to serve (worship) the Lord w/ gladness, and come before Him in joyful song… 

In everything you do in word and in deed, do it to the glory of God. Colossians 3:17 

To serve diligently is to trust God and give Him the best of your effort, gifts, and abilities to honor Him. 

IV Speak BOLDLY for the Lord 

But you, Bel, his son, haven’t humbled yourself, though you knew all this. Instead, you’ve set yourself up 
against the Lord of heaven. You had the goblets from his temple brought to you, and you and your nobles, your 
wives /concubines drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver/gold, of bronze, iron, wood and stone, 
which cannot see or hear or understand. But you didn’t honor the God who holds in his hand your life and all 

your ways. 5:22-23 



Daniel plainly and boldly spoke the truth in love. He didn’t sugarcoat it, but you can be certain he was 
respectful/honoring of the person w/ whom he was delivering this tough message. 

The simple truth is we have all been called to deliver the truth of God to others – and here’s how we do it. We 
live for God and when God orchestrates the circumstances that open door for us to deliver His love/grace – we 
are to boldly/gently deliver His message to the person he puts before us leaving the results to God. Our job isn’t 
to convince, convict, or convert (that’s the HS’s job); our job is to convey the message in love. 

V Trust SOLELY in the Lord 

This idea is implied in this text. Simply put, Daniel trusted the Lord and lived to honor his name. 
As we will see next week, Daniel trusted the Lord no matter the circumstances and no matter who or what he 
was facing. Daniel is a living example of Psalm 37. 

Trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. Take delight in the Lord, and He will 
give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in Him and He will do this: He will make 
your righteousness shine like the dawn, your vindication like the noonday sun. Be still before the Lord and wait 

patiently for Him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes. 
Refrain from anger and turn from wrath; do not fret – it leads only to evil. For those who are evil will be 

destroyed, but those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land. Psalm 37:2-5 

We might find ourselves in situations/circumstances we never expected – and when we do, God will call upon 
us to stand STRONG for His name by walking faithfully, living humbly, serving diligently, speaking boldly, and 
trusting solely in Him w/ or w/out a Taco Bell burrito in hand. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


