
Unbowed – Stand TALL          
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Daniel 6:1-28 

This AM we’re concluding our series on what it means to live unbowed to culture and humbly before God. To 
live unbowed means to live not submitted to the pressure/demands around you – to not be stuffed into the mold 
of culture but to live transformed by God.  

It’s my hope that thru these lessons on Daniel and his friends we’ve learned what it means to live right-side up 
in our upside-down, inside-out world as we’ve come to understand what Daniel knew – There’s a God in 
Heaven and He’s in complete control!  

Of course, I can think of no better way to finish a series on Daniel than w/ the classic story of Daniel/the lions’ 
den. If you’ve spent any time in church, you’re likely familiar w/ this story. But I wonder if we’ve become so 
familiar w/ the story we’ve missed a great lesson on what’s necessary to stand tall in the public arena.  

I Distinguished by EXCELLENCE 

It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, w/ 3 administrators over them, one of 
whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so the king might not suffer loss. Now Daniel so 
distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities the king planned to 

set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges 
against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no 

corruption in him, b/c he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent…So the administrators and the 
satraps went as a group to the king and said: ‘O King Darius, live forever! The royal administrators, prefects, 
satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that 
anyone who prays to any god or man during the next 30 days, except to you, O king, shall be thrown into the 

lion’s den.”  6:1-7 
  
What happened? As thru-out Daniel’s life b/c of his unflinching commitment to God, God continually put him 
into more/more opportunities of influence – and b/c he was humble/faithful w/ a little, God used him much. As 
a result, there was a group of guys gunning for Daniel, and they mustered up a plan to get rid of him, but it 
didn’t stop Daniel from seeking God and being the best he could be for the glory of God. 

Let me begin by saying that if you’re a slacker in any area of your life, then it’s probably best you keep your 
mouth shut when it comes to representing God. I say this b/c a poor reputation among people is a poor 
reflection upon your witness for God. But if you’re a person who excels in the workplace/school house, w/ 
impeccable integrity, it’s amazing how God can use your witness to touch the lives of others w/ His grace. 
We learn from Daniel that to distinguish yourself w/ excellence requires a great commitment to possessing 
character, competency, and credibility which Daniel exemplified b/c of his commitment to God. In particular, I 
want you to notice how Daniel was w/out corruption, never negligent, and trustworthy. 

 A Be a Person w/ CHARACTER 

If having a good reputation is like having gold, then having integrity is like having a gold mine. Pr. 22:1 



Having character is directly linked to your integrity – it is who you are when no one else is looking and who 
you are when your life gets squeezed. It’s doing right by others b/c it’s the right thing to do and owning when 
you’ve made a mistake. It is a quality of honesty. 

. 
 B Be a Person w/ COMPETENCY 

Being competent speaks to one’s willingness to be prepared and go the extra mile. Someone who’s competent 
can be entrusted b/c they’re committed to diligently developing their capabilities/capacity. 

 C Be a Person w/ CREDIBILITY 

B/c of one’s consistent character/competency – they earn credibility. Credibility speaks to one’s reliability/
dependability – I can trust this person b/c they’ve proven themselves trustworthy.  

I’m reminded of the story of George Boldt. Several yrs ago, an elderly couple arrived by train to Chicago on a 
stormy night. Due to weather delays, it was after midnight when they arrived at their hotel and their room had 
been given away. The young clerk on duty that night was named George Boldt and he explained that b/c there 
were 3 conventions in town, their hotel was full, but he’d be glad to call around and check w/ other hotels. After 
several calls, it was clear there were no rooms to be found. The clerk said, “I can’t send a nice couple like you 
into the rain on a night like this. Would you be willing to sleep in my room in the basement? It’s not large, but 
it’s clean and I don’t need it tonight b/c I’m on duty.” The couple gladly accepted his offer. The next AM, the 
man tried to pay George, but the clerk refused. Then the elderly man said to him, “You’re the kind of man who 
ought to be the boss of the best hotel in America. Maybe one day I’ll build one for you.” The clerk only smiled 
and said, “I’m just glad to be of service.” A few yrs later, the young man received a letter w/ a train ticket to NY. 
The old man took him to the corner of 5th Ave and 54th St. in Manhattan and said, “This is the hotel I’ve built for 
you to manage.” Boldt stared in awe and said, “Are you joking?” It was no joke. The old man’s name was 
William Waldorf Astor – and that’s how Boldt became the first manager of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. 

It’s amazing what can happen when you distinguish yourself from others w/ excellence. It’s even more amazing 
when it’s b/c God has raised you up. 

BTW – Whenever God has raised you up and you’re distinguished b/c of your pursuit of excellence – you can 
expect someone will be out there to tear you down.  

This is where Daniel was. He was so devoted to God and to being the best He could be for God’s glory. He 
lived out the vs – In everything you do, in word and in deed, do it to the glory of God – before Paul wrote it.  

Are you so committed and under God’s influence that the only place you can be attacked is your faith? 

We need to live so devoted to God that when people try to dig up dirt on us – they only bury themselves. 

II Defended by PRAYER 

When Daniel learned the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, 



just as he had done before. Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 
6:10-11 

When you’re confronted w/ a challenge or dilemma where do you run to for help/guidance? Daniel ran to God. 
He didn’t run from the problem but to the One who could solve it. He didn’t panic – he prayed! It’s in kneeling 
before God we find the strength/courage to stand tall before others.  

He could’ve stopped praying. He could’ve faked it – but instead he kept praying. Why? B/c Daniel’s 
dependence on God was the most critical aspect of his life – Daniel barely moved w/out consulting God first. 
Practicing God presence was the norm for Daniel. 

Question – How long can you go w/out God? Daniel couldn’t make it 1/3 of a day w/out going into his place 
of prayer to converse w/ God. 

Prayer is starting point of communing w/ God. And I’ve over time that prayer is more about listening than it is 
talking b/c at the core of prayer is living in total dependence upon God for every detail of your life. 

I have to tell you what happened to me this week – b/c it’s one of the most incredible moments of my life as a 
dad. When I put Colin to bed at night, I lay on top of him to give pressure to his sensory needs while he rubs my 
head for the sensory input – and I pray over him. But on Monday, he started praying – and for 5 min he prayed 
for everyone/thing. But the last thing he prayed for was for God to heal him – and I came unglued. 

In this passage, Daniel teaches us a few keys to prayer. 
• Prayer must be our first PRIORITY 
• Prayer should have a private PLACE 
• Prayer needs to have a simple PLAN 
• Prayer has a humble POSTURE 
• Prayer has a desperate PLEADING 

Which brings us to the final principle if we’re going to stand tall for God in the public arena. 

III Defined by DEPENDENCE 

TRUTH – a person’s faith is only truly proven when under pressure and put to the test – and thru-out Daniel’s 
life he was put to the test over/over. But this final test was the test of all test – cast into a lion’s den w/ no 
guarantee that he’d make it out. 

Here’s what you can’t miss that applies to us today – Daniel didn’t know the end of the story when he was in the 
middle of it (and neither do we) – He only knew God could be trusted no matter the outcome. 

I’m certain he didn’t know he’d become a SS lesson for yrs to come. He didn’t know if he’d see another sunrise 
– all he knew was that for 80+ yrs God had been faithful to walk w/ him and go before him. 

So, no matter what, Dan the man would be faithful to God. Period… the end! No if, ands, or buts. No what ifs, 
how comes or that’s not fair. He thought, “b/c God has been faithful to me, I will be faithful to Him. If He saves 
me, I’ll trust Him; but even if He doesn’t save me, I still will trust Him.” 



You know what happened? Daniel is thrown into the den, but in the AM, b/c God was w/ him, he was still alive 
– still standing in his faith. I love his response…  

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came near the den, he called to 
Daniel in an anguished voice, ‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, 
been able to rescue you from the lions?’ Daniel replied, ‘Oh, king, live forever! My God sent his angel, and he 
shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, b/c I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done 
any wrong before you, Oh, king.’ The King was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. When 

Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, b/c he had trusted in his God. 6:19-23 
  
A few yrs ago I went to South Africa on a mission trip. While in Jo-burg, our team went to Lion Park – and 
wow! I was blown away at how large lions can get. Let’s just say that I wouldn’t ever want to find myself alone 
w/ a full grown lion anywhere – we got to play w/ a few 3-6 mo. olds lions and they were the size of a full-
grown St. Bernard w/ paws bigger than my hands.  

Let me tell you what I learned that day – lions come in all sizes big/small – but they’re always hungry! And we 
too will face lions in our daily lives, and it doesn’t matter if it’s a financial lion, a medical lion, or some other 
kind of lion – they’re always looking to devour. So too is our enemy – he roams around seeking devour. The 
only way we can overcome them is thru our absolute dependence on God. He’ll get us thru the day, but even if 
He doesn’t – He can still be trusted. 

POINT: When it’s all said and done, we all have a choice to make when we find ourselves thrown into a lion’s 
den (no matter our lions) – we can count lions or we can count on the Lord! 

In 1523, Henry VIII was the King of England. The only legal Bible was the Latin Bible. It was a law that if 
anyone attempted to translate the Bible into English so the people could read/understand it – it was a crime 
punishable by death. Church history tells us that God raised up William Tyndale who desired to translate the 
Bible into English, knowing it was a deathly crime. Tyndale confided to a friend: "I will burn at the stake for 
what I’m about to do, but nonetheless, I’m compelled to do it." The rest of his life was lived translating the 
Bible into English, and living his life as a fugitive being sought by the army of the King of England. On Oct. 6, 
1536, he was tied to a stake to be burned. Before the flames consumed his body, he cried out, "Lord, open the 
eyes of the King of England." The English Bible you hold in your hands today is possible b/c of men like 
Tyndale who were willing to give their lives so we might have the Word of God and be saved. Tyndale died at 
the stake not for doing something wrong, but for doing something right. 

I wonder this AM – are you standing tall in the face of the lions you’re facing counting on Jesus or are you 
counting lions hoping you won’t be devoured? Pursue excellence – seek the Lord – and trust solely in Him. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


