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For those of you who may not be aware, today is the most sacred day of the year in professional golf – Sunday 
at the Masters. Yes, at the end of Magnolia Dr. sits a course that meanders thru the tall Georgia pines, past 
flowering azaleas/dogwoods, and around Amen Corner that presents its eventual champion w/ the most coveted 
prize in all of golf – the green jacket. So you can be certain I’ll be at home today glued to a TV in anticipation 
of who will win the coveted Green Jacket. 

My love for golf began when I was 8 yrs old. I grew up going to the Atlanta Country Club to watch the PGA 
Tour when they came thru town b/c my dad was responsible for helping transport the patrons from the parking 
lot to the course. So while he was working, I was serving as a walking score keeper. One particular yr, I was 
paired w/ HOF golfer Raymond Floyd for an entire week. After a day or two, he began to engage me and 
eventually taught me how to hold a club – and I’ve been hooked on golf ever since. 

Today is also the beginning of the most sacred week in our faith, far more important than any sporting event – 
we begin the journey w/ the Master from the Triumphal entry to the empty tomb. From the Mt. of Olives to 
Gethsemane thru the Kidron Valley to Mt. Calvary – our Master (Jesus) gave everything to rescue and redeem 
us so we might have life w/ Him. 

W/ a little play on words, I want to begin a series of lessons on the Master to help us learn how to master life. 
Over the next few weeks, I want to look at five traits we each need if we’re going to succeed in life. But for fun, 
I want to take a golf theme to teach us how to live a birdie life in a bogey world. 

In golf, par is the number of strokes it should take to get the ball from the tee into the hole. Thus, a birdie is 
when you achieve this feat in one less stroke while a bogey is when you take more strokes that believed is 
needed – so if par is getting the ball in the hole in 4 strokes, then a birdie would do it in 3 strokes while a bogey 
would take 5 or more strokes. All this to say, a birdie is good – a bogey not so much.  

We’re going to begin w/ the most critical element in becoming a champion for the Master – Truth. 

Jesus said, “I am going away, and you will look for me, but you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot 
come.” This made them ask, “Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?” Jesus 
said, “You are from below, I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you 
would die in your sins; if you do not believe I am He.” They asked, “Who are you?” Jesus said, “Just what I 

have been telling you from the beginning. I have much to say in judgment of you. But He who sent me is 
trustworthy, and what I have heard from Him I tell the world.” But they did not understand He was telling them 
about His Father. Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you’ll know I am He and that I do 
nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The One who sent Me is w/ Me; He has not 

left me alone, for I always do what pleases Him.” Even as He spoke, many believed. To the Jews who believed, 
Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 

truth will set you free.” John 8:21-32 

We live in a day when truth has fallen on hard times.  For too many people, truth has become relative – meaning 
truth is what a person wants it to be. 



By definition TRUTH is – a fact, belief, or conviction that can be verified as genuine/accurate. It’s more than a 
feeling; it’s reality that can be authenticated. It’s more than a wishful thinking; it is hope based on fact.   

Why is truth so critical to succeeding in life? It is b/c truth is the foundation on which a one’s values, beliefs, 
motivations, and convictions are founded. Truth is what we put our faith in and build our lives on. 

If we were honest, many of us would say very little in life is trustworthy. But in the midst of this calamity, Jesus 
says I can be trusted. I am the way, the truth, and the life. He tells us if we know Him, then we know the truth – 
and this truth will set us free. 

I The DRIVE for Truth 

Enter thru the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
thru it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. Mt. 7:14 

There are two issues when standing on the tee w/ the driver in your hands – distance/accuracy. Accuracy is more 
important than distance. But this is where most people get in trouble – they have a grip it and rip it mentality. 
Too many people fly by the seat of their pants when it comes to truth. But what good is it to hit it 300 yards if 
the ball is 30 yards deep in the trees? The same is true in life. What good is it to have deep beliefs if your faith is 
30 yards off-line.  

In life, truth is a single lane, (1) way street. Something is either – right/wrong – true/false – nothing’s relative. 
When Jesus says, “Broad is the road… but narrow is the road that leads to life.” He is saying there are not many 
ways to truth – just one and I’m it. 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved. Acts 4:12 

Having just returned from the Holy Land, I have to tell you how staggered I am by those who live there but 
miss the truth right before their very eyes. Some are too busy about life to look for the truth, some are too jaded 
by their heritage, biases, and misunderstandings. Some are simply to self-absorbed – and yet the truth is right 
there in front of them if they’d simply open their eyes. And it is no different for each of us today.  

II The APPROACH to Truth 

There’s one goal in the approach shot – hit it stiff – target the flag.  

Jesus said, I am the one and only way, the one and only truth, and the one and only life, and no man comes to 
the Father except by me. John 14:6 

When it comes to faith/truth, we first must target the cross – Jesus is either the truth or the cruelest hoax ever 
presented to humanity.  

Recently, I had a conversation w/ a friend who told me why he didn’t believe was b/c he has a hard time 
believing in creation and b/c of all of the people who call themselves Christians but don’t remotely live/act like 
Jesus. I asked him – But what about Jesus? See, it ultimately doesn’t matter how our universe came to be or 
how people live their lives, but it does matter who Jesus is b/c if He did exist, and did die on a cross to be 
resurrected, then what I do w/ this truth matters.  



Now I’m not here to offer an apologetic this AM, but to offer a plea. Knowing that your eternity might hang in 
the balance of your beliefs – is it not important enough to at least take a few minutes to investigate whether of 
not Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life? 

III The PUTT for Truth 

You drive for show and you putt for dough. 

It doesn’t matter how far you hit it, or how close you hit to the hole – the key issue in golf is getting the ball in 
the hole. In the same regard, the key issue in life is putting your faith in the right place – in the truth.  
  
 A Read the Green (What did God say) 
 B Line Up the Putt (Survey the Evidence) 
 C Pull the Trigger (Believe in Faith)  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


