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If you’re just joining us, last week we began a series of lessons on the essential qualities Jesus says every person 
needs if they’re to be successful in life. In particular, last week we spoke about the need for absolute truth b/c 
truth is the foundation on which we establish our values, beliefs, ambitions, hopes, and convictions. This AM, I 
want to speak to the 2nd essential quality of success – faith. 

Faith is a quality we all exercise in some way every day in the simplest of ways. Daily we put our faith in 
family/friends, our colleagues/clients – that they’re going to come thru and do as they say they will do. We put 
our faith in our cars that they’ll crank and get us from point A to point B – in planes that they’ll take off and 
land – and so on. I share this b/c faith is not an unfamiliar concept to us – that is, until we start to speak 
about it in regard to placing our trust in God. 

By definition – faith is placing one’s complete trust or confidence in someone or something that they’ll fulfill 
their promises and accomplish their obligation.  Such faith is based on an expectation that the person or object is 
capable of fulfilling their promise or has proven their trust in the past – meaning faith is neither blind nor 
unfounded, but based on an unseen certainty. 
This is the kind of faith the Bible speaks of from Genesis to Revelation – not some blind chance in the obscure, 
but a definitive hope based on truth that can be validated. Faith is hope in what is certain even though we 
might not always be able to see it.  

Sometimes I fear we have made faith to be something that it’s not. We blindly place our hope in the uncertain 
instead of what can be validated. We see faith in a way God never intended – and thus faith has become more of 
an illusion than it is a conviction of the heart.  

Have you ever heard of lateral inhibition – this is a term used by ophthalmologists to describe how our brains 
can sometimes play tricks on our eyes to convince us of a reality that is untrue. Let me show you what I’m 
talking about. This is the Hermann Grid. 

!  

Do you see the moving, fading dots? They’re not really there – that’s your brain playing tricks on you.  
Do you see the object moving? Would it surprise you if I told you this is a stationary picture? 



!  

What’s happening? Our brains are being fooled. In lateral inhibition our eyes throw away much of the input 
they’re receiving to rely on the brain to fill in the gaps – and the brain misses the details. 

Sadly, I think this is what happens to some people w/ regard to faith. Instead of seeing the truth and basing their 
faith on what can be substantiated, people ignore the obvious to allow themselves into being fooled into placing 
their faith in the ridiculous mainly b/c they will not take the time to honestly consider the evidence. And the 
result is people get fooled into thinking that faith is less than founded on truth and more about convincing their 
minds w/ fantasy.  

I say this b/c faith isn’t some mysterious force or form of positive thinking. Faith is belief in action and trust in 
motion.  

Explain – You can believe a bridge will support your car when you drive over it, but until you drive over it 
you’ve not exercised faith. Or take this chair. I can believe it can support my weight, but until I sit on it, I’ve 
only acknowledged its ability. Faith requires that I rest all of my weight on the chair. 

Why is faith essential to success in life? B/c faith is the starting point and basis of belief – and who/what you 
put your faith in sets your direction, determines your sense of right/wrong, your sense of truth, and decides who/
what is going to call the shots in your life. 

Thru-out Jesus’ ministry, He spoke of the need for faith in nearly every encounter He had. Twice on the Sea of 
Galilee He addressed the need for faith w/ His disciples. Once when a squall arose and their boat was being 
tossed – Jesus gets up and speaks and promptly, the wind/waves subsided. And Jesus asked them about their 
faith? Another time Jesus walked on water – when the disciples realized it was Jesus, 11 knuckled up holding 
onto the boat while Peter stepped out in faith and walked on water. Then there was the faith of the woman w/ 
the issue of blood, or the faith of the blind man to trust Jesus to heal his sight. It was their faith in Jesus that He 
would/could address their need. This is belief in action and trust in motion.  

In Luke 7:1-10 we find a story about faith that even impressed Jesus. It involved the faith of a Gentile who 
desired to have his servant healed of sickness. 

When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. There a 
centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. The centurion heard of Jesus and 

sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. When they came to Jesus, they 
pleaded earnestly w/ him, “This man deserves to have you do this, b/c he loves our nation and has built our 



synagogue.” So Jesus went w/ them. He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to 
him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not 

even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a 
man under authority, w/ soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and 

turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” Then 
the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well. 

It’s interesting that Luke chose the word thaumazo – which means to marvel or be amazed to describe Jesus’s 
response to the centurion’s faith. The only other time this word is used is in to describe Jesus’ response to the 
lack of faith of the people in Nazareth. It’s from this man’s beliefs we learn (2) truths about faith that Jesus says 
are essential to living successfully. 

I Believing is SEEING 

Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see… w/out faith it is impossible 
to please God, b/c anyone who comes to him must believe He exists and that He rewards those who earnestly 

seek him. Hebrews 11:1,6 

This means when it comes to biblical faith, it’s more than seeing is believing – it is also believing is seeing! 

There’s a story in 2 Kings 6 to illustrate this truth. The prophet Elisha and his servant were caught in a trap. 
100’s of Aramean soldiers surrounded them. Elisha’s servant asked, “What are we going do?” Elisha said, 
“You’re going to chill, b/c on our side outnumbers their side.” Of course, the servant was puzzled as he counted 
“1, 2” and then looked at the Arameans and counted, “100… 200..., What do you mean, Elisha?” Then Elisha 
prayed a prayer we all should pray. He said, “Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” Now the servant wasn’t blind, 
he could see physically. Elisha was asking God to open his spiritual eyes to see the invisible. 2 Kings 6:17 says, 
“Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha.” God had stationed His angelic army around Elisha. They were invisible to the servant until God 
opened his eyes.  

In the story of the centurion, He saw what was possible before it happened b/c He knew Jesus had the ability. 
Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. That is why I did not even 

consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 

For a Christian, it’s not that we have a different faith; it’s the OBJECT of our faith that sets us apart. This 
centurion saw that Jesus was his servants’ only hope and believed Jesus could heal him. When you drive across 
a bridge or sit in a chair you trust something you can see. But when we trust God, we trust Someone we can’t 
see w/ our naked eye but He is more real than the things we can see w/ our physical eyes.  

Thus, while we can’t see God, b/c of all the evidence in the world around us, faith begins w/ believing God 
exists and seeing that nothing is impossible w/ Him. But it’s more than believing the facts about God; it’s seeing 
Him as the only One you can entrust your life.  

Did this centurion do this blindly” No. He knew Jesus’ reputation/ability. He’d heard the stories, but what he 
didn’t have certainty of as a Gentile was if Jesus would help him – but it was never a question of Jesus’ ability.  

II Believing is SUBMITTING 



  
For I myself am a man under authority, w/ soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, 

‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it. 

Faith is more than seeing what can be done, it is also trusting/obeying. It’s putting into motion what you say you 
believe. It’s putting yourself under the influence and authority of another person in total dependence to live out 
what you say you believe.  

The centurion was acknowledging His absolute dependence on Jesus. He was actively laying aside His authority 
to surrender to Jesus’ authority – and he voiced to Jesus his willingness to do anything Jesus said was necessary. 
This was huge! 

He understood that faith required more than an acknowledgement of ability, faith requires submission and a 
willingness to respond. 

As I look around the church/world today, I see plenty of people who acknowledge God, but few who follow His 
leading. Many who give lip service, but few who actually live surrendered to His will, Word, and way. 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said it well in his classic book, The Cost of Discipleship – Faith is only real where there is 
obedience, never w/out it, and faith only becomes faith in the act of obedience.  
  
Now faith is not static; it’s not like a museum artifact to be studied or analyzed. In its purest form, faith is an 
ACT – trust in motion. For a Jesus-follower, faith always is proven by the good works we do in response to our 
belief. Our beliefs produce an effort.   

What good is it if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother 
is w/out clothes and food. If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing 
about their physical needs, what good is it? In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is 

dead. But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith w/out deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by my deeds. You believe there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe and shudder. You 

foolish person, do you want evidence that faith w/out deeds is useless? Was not our father Abraham considered 
righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see his faith and his actions were 
working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, 

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. You see 
that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. James 2:14-24 

James is saying that faith is an action – it is trust in motion. You cannot have faith and not have obedience – this 
would be a contradiction and would be incongruent. In faith – trust has a partner – obedience. 

Jesus said it this way to His disciples – If you love me you will keep my commands. John 14:15 

When Hudson Taylor was making his way to China, the ship neared the channel b/w the southern Malay 
Peninsula and the island of Sumatra. Concerned when the there was no wind, the Captain went to Taylor and 
said, “I know you believe in God… Can you pray for wind? For on these islands are cannibals and we are 
sitting here awaiting to be devoured. Hudson agreed to pray on one condition – the Captain had to set the sails. 
The Cap replied, “That’s ridiculous, people will call me crazy/mad – but w/ insistence from Hudson, the Cap 
finally agreed. 45 min later he returned to Hudson who was still on his knees praying and said – Ok… you can 
stop praying now, we have more wind than we know what to do w/.  



Faith is more than hoping for wind… it is setting your sails in expectation of God providing it. It is seeing and 
submitting. It’s belief in action and trust in motion. 
  
It is essential to living successfully in this world provided you have placed your faith in the right things – 
beginning w/ trusting and submitting to Jesus.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 
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