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One Sunday, a lonely, rich widow w/ very little church experience visited a tiny country church. Unfamiliar w/ 
how the offering worked, she noticed how people were putting money in the plate – so when the plate came to 
her, she put $100 in the offering. Since it was a small church, and she was a visitor, everyone was watching 
when she made her gift. The pastor said, “We have a guest w/ us today who’s made a wonderful offering of 
$100. B/c of your generosity, I’d like for you to stand and select the first (3) hymns you like.” Well, the lonely 
widow stood up, looked around the room, and said, “I choose him, him, and him.” 

Three weeks ago, we started a series on the essential qualities Jesus says every person needs if they’re to be 
successful in life. The first two qualities we’ve discussed have been truth/faith – today we’re going to look at 
the quality of generosity. 
  
Truth is there’s no other quality in life that so identifies genuine faith and testifies of a person’s allegiance and 
followship like generosity. Simply stated, we’re never more like God than when we’re giving generously. 
Consider Jesus’ words in John 3:16… 

For God so loved the world, He gave his only Son that whosoever believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life.  Jn. 3:16 

generosity – the attitude, ability and activity of giving, whether from one’s abundance or poverty, w/ liberality 
and w/ out any concern for self. 

At its core, generosity isn’t an event but a lifestyle – it’s a conviction that flows from an understanding that all 
we have, who we are, and ever hope to become is not ours to possess but to share/invest for God’s glory.  

Are you familiar w/ Stephen King – the author of 49 suspense/horror novels. You may not know that some 20 
yrs ago, he almost lost his life. He was walking along a country road in Maine when he was struck by a passing 
van knocking him into a ditch and so crushing his legs the attending doctors considered amputation. As you 
might imagine, that event was life-changing for him, but maybe not like you’d think. Since then, he's become an 
outspoken advocate for generosity. Here’s an excerpt from a speech he gave at Vassar College in 2001:  

I found out what "you can't take it w/ you" means. I found out while I was lying in the ditch at the side of a 
country road covered w/ mud/blood and w/ the tibia of my right leg poking out the side of my jeans, like a 
branch of a tree taken down in a thunderstorm. I had a Master Card in my wallet, but when you're lying in a 
ditch w/ broken glass in your hair, no one accepts Master Card. We all know life is ephemeral, but on that 
particular day and in the months that followed, I got a painful but extremely valuable look at life's simple 

backstage truths. We come into the world naked/broke – and we’ll go out the same way. We may be dressed up 
when we go out, but we're just as broke. Warren Buffet will go out broke. Bill Gates will go out broke. Tom 

Hank will go out broke – and so too will Steve King… broke, w/out a crying dime. All the money you earn, all 
the stocks you buy, all the mutual funds you trade, all of it is mostly smoke and mirrors. So I want you to 

consider making your life one long gift of generosity to others. And why not? All you have is on loan anyway. 
All that lasts, is what you pass on. Here’s the thing. We have the power to help, the power to change. And why 
should we refuse? B/c we're going to take it w/ us? Please! Right now, we have the power to do great good for 

others. So I want to ask you to begin giving – to give generously…, and to continue as you began. I think you'll 



find in the end that you will have received far more joy/fulfillment from being generous than you ever could 
have imagined – and that you will have done more good than you can have ever dreamed. 

The person who taught/modeled generosity to me was my grandfather. He was a man who had so little yet gave 
so much; but in every gift, he blessed others. He taught me generosity has nothing to do w/ wealth or abundance 
and everything to do w/ giving of yourself. 

He who gives what he would as readily throw away, gives w/out generosity; for the essence of generosity is in 
self-sacrifice. Sir Henry Taylor 

My granddad taught me that generosity isn’t something we do once – like stopping and giving a dollar to a 
homeless man or going a mission trip.  It’s an attitude and action of putting others first by giving of yourself to 
care for them. It’s an attitude that permeates not just one area of your life, but all areas. It’s not just financial; it 
is personal and practical. 
  
You’re likely aware that Jesus had much to say on the topic of giving/generosity. As I’ve reflected on several 
passages this week from His life, I’ve found myself returning to one particular text that I think reveals His 
greatest thoughts on generosity – Luke 21:1-4: 

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in 
two small copper coins. Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All 

these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.”  
Luke 21:1-4 

These small copper coins were the least valuable coins used in that day, like pennies today. 

Recap: Jesus was sitting by the temple treasury watching people bring their offerings. Many of the rich strutted 
up to the offering box to make an obvious show of their gifts to make sure everyone saw how much they were 
giving when out of the blue, a poor widow quietly walks up and makes her tiny offering. 

Now we don’t know her name, but we do know she was alone and in poverty. Nonetheless, her eyes burn 
brightly w/ hope and her heart was full of adoration for God. So she quickly walks up to one of the receptacles, 
and w/ little to no hesitation, she gives every penny she has to God. Then w/ quiet resolve she says, “Thank you 
God for being so good to me. I believe You will take care of me today and all my days.” And then she quickly 
slips away into the crowd. 

I can see it. Jesus taps Peter on the shoulder and says, “Hey Rocky, did you see that huge offering?” Clueless as 
usual, Peter says, “Do you mean when Reuben Rich guy dropped that pound of gold?” “No! I’m talking about 
that poor widow walking away. She only gave two pennies, but her offering was much more generous than all 
the gold/silver given today. Those guys gave some of their riches – but she gave everything she had. Wow! 
That’s what I call a real offering!” 

Why would Jesus make such a fuss over something so small and insignificant – maybe b/c its not! 

I Generosity is an Issue of the HEART 

Why was she willing to give? B/c her heart was fully submitted/dependent on God. She loved and trusted God 
b/c she knew that He first loved her. 



Critical – True generosity begins w/ God and is a response to God’s love for us – For God so loved… 

Fact – true generosity flows from the unconditional love of God to each of us. Thus, if we lack a generous 
heart, then it speaks to the condition of our heart  

Where your heart is, there your treasure will be. Matthew 6:21 
This verse doesn’t mean that if our heart is not right then we don’t have to be generous, but rather it means that 
if we’re not generous it is b/c our heart is not right w/ Him – that is… our heart either doesn’t belong to Him or 
our heart is not submitted to Him. 

True generosity has more to do w/ the heart than w/ the hand. It’s an attitude long before it is an action – and it 
is a tattletale of the condition of our heart. 

II Generosity is a Gift w/out LIMITATIONS 

How did this lady give? It wasn’t out of her abundance but out of her poverty – she sacrificed. She laid it all 
down! How does God give to us? Philippians 2 says He emptied Himself making Himself nothing – He too 
sacrificed everything for you/me – w/out limitation. 
  

What did He give? He gave His only Son… 

Why did God give His only Son? B/c there was no other means to redeem His creation. So God gave w/out 
hesitation, reservation, or regret. He gave willingly and generously to meet our need.  

True generosity will give whatever is required to meet the need. God generously gave His Son b/c that was what 
was required to redeem us. 

Have you ever heard of Pastor August Francke – he was the George Mueller of Germany. In the late 1600’s, 
he founded hospitals, schools, an even an orphanage to meet and minister to the needs of Germany. On one 
occasion, he was in need of funds to carrying out the work, but only had 1 gold Ducat to his name. That day, a 
homeless widow came to him begging for money. Initially he turned her away, but moved by her tears he 
committed to pray; and then moved by the H.S., he gave the lady his last Ducat and put his trust in the Lord. 
Two days later, he received a letter of thanks from the widow where she said she was praying the Lord would 
shower the orphanage w/ gifts. That day, the pastor received 12 ducats from a wealthy lady and 2 more from a 
friend in Sweden. Feeling blessed, he was informed the next day that Prince Lodewyk Van Wurtenburg had 
donated 500 ducats from his personal estate upon his death for the orphans. 

It’s in giving generously/sacrificially we discover that we’re enriched not impoverished b/c we’re trusting in the 
limitlessness of God. Why? B/c you can’t out give God – He won’t stand for it. It’s a Divine promise. 

A generous person will prosper whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. Proverbs 11:25 

III Generosity is an Act of DEVOTION 

This widow, a woman in great need, was also great giver b/c her heart was devoted to God. Her act is one 
which serves as an example of what it means to give your all to God – not the least and leftovers but the first 
and best. She never hesitated from giving, and giving generously, b/c she gave as an act of worship.  



Our hearts have room for only one all-embracing devotion, and we can only cleave to one Lord. Every 
competitor to that devotion must be hated. As Jesus says, there is no alternative – either we love God or we hate 

him. We’re confronted by an either-or; either we love God, or we love earthly goods. Bonhoeffer 

Jesus said – No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve (worship) both God and money. Matthew 6:24 

IV Generosity is a Trust of STEWARDSHIP 

The 4th truth we learn in this story is that generosity embraces a biblical understanding of stewardship. 
This widow teaches us: 
1. God is the owner of everything; 
2. All we have has been given to us by God: 
3. Any resource we possess is an asset to be invested   into the Kingdom.  

To be generous, we must realize what it means to be a steward, recognizing that what we have is not ours to 
own, but for us to steward to honor the Lord and seek first His kingdom as we proclaim His righteousness.  It 
means we live to confess that Jesus is Lord over our money, possessions, positions, potential. You can't be 
generous w/out an appropriate discipline of biblical stewardship, which in turn demands generosity. 

Honor the Lord w/ your wealth, w/ the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 
and your vats will brim over w/ new wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 

V Generosity is a Witness of God’s LOVE 

Nothing speaks to the fact that God so loved the world that He gave than when His people give generously in 
His name. This widow teaches us that it is thru our faithful stewardship and generous giving of our time, talents, 
and treasures that we earn the opportunity to share w/ others the reckless, loving nature of God who gives the 
free gift of salvation by His generous grace to all who will receive it. 

Meaning – our God-inspired generosity is the fullest expression of a life surrendered/committed to taking the 
gift of God and sharing it for His glory.  

I heard this week of a church that so generously loved their neighbors this Easter. You might’ve heard about it 
on the radio. Pathway Church in Wichita, KS decided to take the $20k they normally used to promote Easter 
and instead used it to bless and pay off the medical debt for 1600 people in their community. As I understand it, 
they went to a Medical Debt collection agency and in exchange for $20k paid off $2.2 mil. of medical debt for 
perfect strangers. Now here is the best part. They then sent a letter to every family/person they assisted that 
simply read: 

We’re Pathway Church. We may never meet you, but as an act of kindness in the name of Jesus Christ, your 
medical debt has been forgiven – PAID IN FULL! Why did we do this, b/c this Easter, we want you to know 
what Jesus did for you on the cross when He cried out – It is finished!  – it means your debt of sin has been 
PAID IN FULL! 



For God so loved you, He generously gave his only Son that if you would acknowledge and accept that He was 
God’s gift of grace and forgiveness for you, you will not perish but will have eternal life w/ Him b/c He had paid 

in full your debt of sin.  Jn. 3:16 

Generosity – a most essential quality to experiencing a successful life. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


