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While I’m a city boy, I grew up w/ a country dad – so my early yrs were filled w/ shows like Hee-Haw, Green 
Acres, and the Beverly Hillbillies. The Andy Griffith show was too big city for us. Needless to say, this city boy 
had more country sayings/music than any boy could stomach. But one of the acts I did like was Jeff 
Foxworthy’s, “You know you’re a Redneck if…” 

Favorites: You know you’re a redneck if…, 
• You’ve ever cut the grass and found a car 
• You take your fishing pole to Sea World  
• Your dad walks you to school b/c you’re both in the same grade 
• Opening day of hunting season is a sacred holiday 
• You want to be buried in your 4-wheel drive pick-up b/c it’s never been in a hole it can’t get out of 

If you understand the NT, you know Jesus and most of His disciples grew up in Galilee – in the country. They 
were country smart, although the sophisticated city folk of Jerusalem often considered them as unlearned and 
ignorant. In our text today, Jesus takes the liberty to teach these pious, city folk a few things about true 
humility – so He serves them up some umble pie.  

Have you ever had to eat “umble” pie? It doesn’t taste very good, yet more times than not – it is good for you. 

The term umble pie finds its origin in medieval England when the nobility always ate the choice cuts of meat 
leaving the scraps like the heart, intestines, and liver to the poor people who’d make it into a meat pie. These 
less desirable cuts were known as the umbles. Of course, a nobleman would never stoop to eat umble pie, so if 
it were ever served to him, it was to humiliate him; hence the idea of being serve a slice of umble pie. 

Since Palm Sunday, we’ve been a series entitled – The Master – learning from Jesus the essential qualities 
every person needs to truly be successful in life. So far we’ve discussed the importance of truth, faith, and 
generosity. Today, we’re going to discuss humility.  

Humility is a tough concept to grasp b/c it goes against our human nature – and yet according to the Bible, it’s 
the greatest, most essential quality a person can possess. Humility is quality of meekness, kindness, 
gentleness, selfless all wrapped up into one quality. 

While the word means not to be prideful/arrogant – the idea of humility tends to be viewed in a negative light 
in our day. But this is nothing new. In ancient Rome/Greece there was no term for humility – as it was idea so 
absolutely abhorrent no one would ever think of putting others before themselves – and yet this is the example/
teaching of Jesus to His followers making it the most essential quality of a Christian. Paul explained it well in 
Philippians 2. 

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourself. Don’t look 
out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too. You must have the same attitude Christ Jesus 
had. Though he was God, he did not think of equality w/ God as something to cling to. Instead, He gave up His 
divine privileges; He took the humble position of a slave being born as a human being. When he appeared in 

human form, He humbled Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross. Philippians 2:3-8 



While there are many great texts on this teaching – I want you to turn to Luke 14 where Jesus went to the home 
of a prominent Pharisee for dinner and while there, addressed the issue of pride/humility.  

Jesus noticed how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: “When someone 
invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may 

have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ 
Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the lowest 
place, so when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be 

honored before of the other guests. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” Luke 14:7-11 

W/out a doubt, Jesus was the master at situational, extemporaneous teaching. He could take any situation and 
turn it into a life lesson – as He did in this text. Jesus is at the home of a prominent Pharisee having dinner and 
the room is swollen w/ pride, posturing, and piety – the room wreaked of arrogance. So Jesus decides to serve 
up some humble pie to those present. 

I The PROBLEM w/ Pride 

Pride is always all about me – its consumed w/ self. It’s smug, self-righteous and self-sufficient. It’s also 
always marked by (4) traits: a desire for popularity, position, power, and piety. But pride is not our ally.  

Pride goes before destruction and haughtiness before a fall. Proverbs 16:18 

A Consumed w/ POPULARITY 

Pride longs for acceptance and wants to be the center of attention. It’ll go to great lengths to have the focus on 
ME. That’s why in this text the guest of the party sat in the seat of honor. They wanted all of the focus on 
themselves – as do the prideful today! 

B Consumed w/ POSITION 

In this story, Jesus watched the Pharisees jockeying for position to sit in the best seats at the table. In Middle 
Eastern culture seating position matters. Wherever the host sits, their guest of honor sits to the right. The next 
important person sits to his left, and so on until everyone has a “place” and they know they’re place. Here, Jesus 
observed their maneuvering and detected the poison of pride in their lives. 

I don’t why? But there’s just something w/in us all that thinks we deserve better than we have it. We tend to 
think more highly of ourselves than we ought. 

A CEO of F500 noticed his wife talking w/ a gas station attendant only to find out she dated him in high school. 
As they drove off, the CEO says, “I know what you’re thinking. I’m glad I married you instead of him or else 
I’d be the wife of a gas station attendant instead of the wife of a F500 CEO.” W/out missing a beat, the wife 
said, “No! I was thinking if I’d married him, he’d be F500 CEO and you’d be a gas station attendant.  

C Consumed w/ POWER 



W/ position usually comes influence; and w/ influence comes ability to get your way – and pride loves nothing 
more than flexing its muscles to get its way.  

D Consumed w/ PIETY 

Pride is self-righteous. Like the Pharisee in Luke 18. 

Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the other was a despised tax collector.  The 
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘I thank you God I am not a sinner like everyone else. For I don’t cheat, I 
don’t sin, and I don’t commit adultery. I fast twice a week, and I give you a 10th of my income. I’m certainly not 

like that tax collector!”   

Some people get so caught up in their own holiness they look at the Trinity for a possible vacancy.  Mac 

II The PRIORITY of Humility 

Humility isn’t so much the idea of putting one’s self down as much as it is the idea of elevating others before 
yourself and treating them in the same manner you’d want to be treated. Yet it absolutely requires thinking 
rightly of yourself, especially before God, but it never means to think of yourself in a derogatory or negative 
sense or to see yourself as valueless or insignificant. We’re all fearfully/wonderfully made – and yet sinful, 
broken and in need of God’s grace. 
  
humility – to honestly recognize one’s insufficiency while seeing yourself/others thru God’s sufficiency.  

God has wisely designed the human body so you can neither pat yourself on the back, nor kick yourself in the 
seat. Unknown 

Three things are necessary to walk in humility: 

A Humility is MINED in Time w/ God 

The most essential activity in developing humility is having a healthy walk w/ God. As our lives are pressed 
against His love/grace, we’re made aware of how BIG He is and how small we are. You can’t genuinely hang 
out w/ God and be arrogant b/c you’re constantly being reminded of His greatness and your smallness.  

There was a day when I died; died to self, my opinions, preferences, and will; died to the world; its approval or 
censure; died to the approval or blame even of my brethren or friends; and since then I have studied only to 
show myself approved unto God. George Mueller 

B Humility is DEFINED by How We Treat Others 

As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves w/ compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 
and patience. Bear w/ each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect 
unity. Colossians 3:12-14 



Humility isn’t measured by our attitudes alone, but also by our actions – especially in how we engage w/ other 
people. People w/ humility treat others better than the way they want to be treated. They’re gracious, forgiving, 
kind, and serving. 

Two of the greatest preachers of 18th Century were John Wesley and George Whitfield and yet they disagreed 
over a point of doctrine in salvation. Whitfield was a Calvinist, which says God saves those whom He wills and 
we have no choice in the matter. Wesley leaned more Armenian, believing man has to choose to accept Jesus to 
be saved. Their disagreement and debate was a matter of public record – and great animosity arose b/w their 
followers. Once a reporter wanting to stir up the religious debate, asked Whitfield if he expected to see Wesley 
in heaven? Whitfield replied, “I don’t expect to see Mr. Wesley in heaven.” To which the reporter gleefully 
wrote down those words knowing it would fan the flames of controversy. Until Whitfield continued. “No, I 
don’t expect to see Wesley in heaven b/c He’s such a faithful servant of God, he’ll will be so close to the throne 
of God and I will be so far away, I don’t expect to see him.”  

C Humility is REFINED by Handling Adversity 

Consider it pure joy, whenever you face trials of many kinds, b/c you know the testing of your faith produces 
endurance. Let endurance finish its work so you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:3 

This is a teaching I’ve shared many times – God uses adversity to teach us patience w/ circumstances to prune 
our character and patience w/ people to make us more like Jesus.  
  
III The PREVENTION of Pride 

 A Get OVER You 

For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 
think of yourself with sober judgment… Rm. 12:3 

It all begins w/ thinking honestly/rightly of ourselves – but in the end, no matter how talented, beautiful, and 
fortunate we might be, we’re all just fallen, desperate people in need of God’s grace.  

Once Winston Churchill was on a platform awaiting to speak to a large crowd in London. The chairman of the 
event leaned over and said, "Isn't it exciting, Mr. Churchill, all these people came just to hear you speak?" 
Churchill replied, "It’s quite flattering, but whenever I feel this way, I always remember that if instead of 
making a political speech I was being hanged, the crowd would be twice as big."  
   

B Get UNDER God 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Come near to God and he will come 
near to you… Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.  James 4:7-8, 10 

The key to humility is found in accepting who is in charge; and it’s not you. It begins w/ trusting Christ. 

 C Get IN the Word 

Nothing can help us more in developing humility than meditating/living out God’s truth. The Bible confronts 
and addresses who we are and who God desires for us to become. Hebrews 4:12 describes God’s Word as a 



surgeon’s scalpel useful for dissecting the attitude, actions, and ambitions of our heart to help have a right 
understanding of ourselves. 

 D Get AROUND People w/ Humility 

Walk w/ the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm. Proverbs 13:20 

Truth: If you hang out w/ the arrogant; you’ll become arrogant; but if you hang out w/ the wise/humble, they’ll 
help you to have a proper perspective of self. 

When Harry Truman was thrust into the presidency upon the death of F.D.R., Sam Rayburn gave him some 
fatherly advice: "From here on out you're going to have lots of people around you who’ll try to put a wall 
around you and cut you off from any ideas but theirs. They'll tell you what a great man you are, Harry – but you 
and I both know you ain't." 

It just helps to have people around us who’ll keep us grounded and remind us who we really are.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


