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The record of the shortest MLB career belongs to a member of the old Brooklyn Dodgers – pitcher Harry 
Hartman. Harry was a gifted player who got his big break in the summer of 1918 when he was called up from 
the minors to pitch against the Pittsburgh Pirates.  It was the moment he had dreamed of all his life, but his 
dream instantaneously became a nightmare. The 1st batter hit a single. The next hit a triple. He walked the next 
batter on (4) pitches. When he finally threw a strike to the next batter, the guy hit a monster home run. 
Frustrated/discouraged, Hartman pulled himself from the game, showered/dressed, and left the stadium for the 
naval recruiting office where he enlisted in the navy and was never heard of again in the MLB. 

Maybe you can identify w/ Harry Hartman. Maybe there’ve been times you thought your only solution was to 
quit/run. Whether it was a diet or a quiet time, a marriage or a friendship, a hobby or a job, a ministry or a 
commitment – you thought about throwing in the towel. Yet if we’re going to be successful in life, quitting can 
never the 1st option – and seldom an option at all. 

The cost of quitting is almost always greater than the effort of enduring. You more often than not, lose more 
than you gain when you give up. Unknown 

If you’re just joining us, we’ve been looking at the essential qualities Jesus taught every person needs if they 
want to succeed in life. We’ve looked at qualities like truth, faith, generosity, and humility. Today, as we finish 
our series, I want to speak to our HS seniors and to all of us, about the need for persistence. 

Persistence is the obstinate determination to see something thru to the end. It’s requires steadfast resolve, 
tenacious fortitude, and unwavering stamina. 

Or as the quote goes in the movie Madagascar – it requires grit, spit, and a whole lot of duct-tape. 

We’ve all heard the slogans: No pain, no gain; Winners never quit and quitters never win; When the going gets 
tough, the tough get going. My granddad used to say: You only get out of life what you put in it. 

Point: If we want to experience a fulfilled life; if we hope to find success, then we’ve got to stop looking for a 
way out and start looking for a way thru. 

• Quitting ensures you’ll never reach your goals 
• Quitting ensures you’ll never reach your potential 
• Quitting ensures you’ll never experience success 

In this age of instant gratification, if we can’t have it now, we drop out.  If things don’t go our way, we take our 
toys and move somewhere else. Too many people, like rain, are looking for the path of least resistance. 

It’s easier to go out and play than to practice scales. It’s easier to watch TV after work, than to take night classes 
and get your degree. It’s easier to walk out of the room during an argument, than stay and work thru the conflict. 
It appears to be easier to walk out of a marriage than to walk together thru difficult times. It’s easier to read the 
paper and sip coffee on Sunday morning, than it is to get yourself and family up/off to church. It’s easier to hear 
a sermon than to live a sermon. It’s easier to do what you want to do w/ your life than to kneel before God, turn 



over the reigns to Him, and wait patiently, expectantly, and sometimes agonizingly for Him to lead you. It’s 
easier to quit following Jesus than to go thru w/ the painful process of daily surrender. 

We don’t need more quitters; we need more people w/ persistence. People w/ inspiration, determination, and 
perspiration – spit, grit, and a whole lot of duct tape. 

While there’s a plethora of NT stories to choose from, in Mark 10:46-52, we find the story of a man named 
Bartimaeus who heard Jesus was coming to town and was determined nothing would keep him away. 

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and His disciples, together w/ a large crowd, were leaving the city, a blind 
beggar named Bartimaeus son of Timaeus was sitting by the road. When he heard it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout, "Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!" Many people scolded him and told him to be quiet. 
But he shouted even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on me!"  Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." So, 
they called the blind man. "Cheer up! Get up, He is calling you."  Throwing off his cloak, he jumped up, and 
came to Jesus. Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" "Teacher," the blind man replied, "I 

want to see again." "Go," Jesus told him, "your faith has made you well." Immediately he was able to see and 
followed Jesus on the road. 

I Persistence doesn’t SUCCUMB to Circumstances; but SEES every Challenge as an Opportunity 

As a person who had eagle eyes until turning 40, I’ve always taken sight for granted. But since 40, I feel like 
I’m going blind. I learned this week to be considered legally blind, a person’s visual acuity must be 20/200 or 
less in their better eye. Currently, in the US, there are some 10 mil. people considered legally blind, yet the vast 
majority can change this w/ corrective lenses – meaning very few people live in total darkness. 

Some of the more prominent people who’ve lived in total darkness include Hellen Keller, Ray Charles, Fanny 
Crosby, Stevie Wonder – and Charley Boswell.  

You’ve not heard of Charley Boswell? He lost his sight rescuing a friend from a burning tank in WW2. After the 
war, Charley took up golf and won 16 Blind Golfing Championships.  

In 1958 Charley went to Ft. Worth to receive the Ben Hogan Award and play a round of golf w/ Hogan. As it 
was being discussed, Charley asked Hogan if he’d like to play for money? Hogan replied, “That wouldn’t be 
fair!” Charley said, “Are you afraid to play a blind golfer?” Never to back down from a challenge, Hogan said, 
“Okay, I’ll play for money. How much?” Charley said, “$1,000 per hole.” Hogan said, “How many strokes do 
you want me to give you?” Charley said, “No strokes. I’ll play you heads up.” Hogan said, “I can’t do it. What 
would people think of me taking advantage of a blind man?” Charley replied, “Don’t worry, Ben, our tee time is 
tonight at midnight!” 

Bartimaeus was a man who lived in total darkness. But he wasn’t just blind; he was a beggar too. Every day, he 
sat by the road w/ his hand out, his heart hopeful that some passerby would help or have pity for him; yet 
seldom did he hear a word from those passing by. Yet while he couldn’t see, he could hear – and on this day, he 
heard the commotion from the mob that Jesus of Nazareth was passing thru. So, heroes to the occasion. Here’s 
what you can’t miss. Although Bart couldn’t see Jesus; He believed Jesus could give him sight – even before 
he saw any proof. 



When he heard it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, "Jesus! Son of David! Have mercy on me!" Many 
people scolded him and told him to be quiet. But he shouted even more loudly, "Son of David, have mercy on 

me!" Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." 

This is what is called a defining moment – a moment when the course of your life can change direction – and 
w/ every defining moment (and we’ll all have at least one defining moment in life) you can step forward in faith 
or step back in fear. 

In this story, a man born blind was presented w/ the opportunity of a lifetime – and instead of thinking he wasn’t 
worthy of Jesus attention – he seized the day! 

He could’ve succumbed to the tragedy of his situation. He could’ve given up and accepted his plight in life; but 
instead he decided he wanted more. He wanted to see more than he wanted to be seen! He wanted to 
experience life more than he wanted to exist. And although others gave up on him, he never did. So, when he 
was presented w/ the opportunity of Jesus – he carpe diem-ed – he seized the day. 

I’m not saying Jesus will make our circumstances just as we’d like, but He will give us the hope to endure and 
an chance to know and be used by Him when we don’t succumb to the pressures of life – if we remain persistent 
in walking w/ Him and trusting in His plan even when our circumstances appear insurmountable.  

What am I saying? I’m saying that when God provides you w/ a defining moment, your response will either 
define the moment or the moment will define you. You can show up or you can shrink up! 

II Persistence isn’t SILENCED by Criticism; but SPEAKS Out to be Heard 

Many people scolded him and told him to be quiet. But he shouted even more loudly, 

The people in/around Bart wanted to silence him. Maybe it was b/c they were embarrassed by him. Maybe they 
didn’t like him. Maybe they didn’t see him. Or even worse, maybe they thought he didn’t matter. No matter the 
case, they absolutely criticized him; even chastised him – but it didn’t STOP him. 

It’s amazing how when bad things happen, how the naysayers come out in strength – it’s like when things get 
tough, the critics get going – and they love nothing more than to pile on. 

This week, Cam and I were watching our favorite TV show (ESPN) and he asked, “Dad, why is the news 
always so negative to the team that lost and have to point out who did wrong? Why don’t they focus on who did 
right?  B/c most people would rather criticize than encourage! There’s something w/in us when left 
unchecked that’d rather put down than lift up. 

If you’re a pessimist – try finding something to be happy about other than making others miserable. If you’re an 
optimist, don’t focus on the critics/crowd – focus on Jesus and who He’s called you to be.   

Old Saying – It’s hard to soar like an eagle when you’re surrounded by a bunch of turkeys. 

Personally, I’m an optimist by nature, so, there’s nothing that drives me bonkers more than being around 
negative, sour people. Listen, if you’re a negative Nelly who’s been weaned on pickle juice, please don’t 
complain to me b/c I’m liable to give you a word of encouragement in Jesus’ name.    



Bart was granted the chance of a lifetime – and what does the crowd do? Do they usher him to Jesus? No, they 
tell him to pipe down! They intentionally sought to squash his spirit and steal his dream thru their pessimism; 
But he doesn’t bite. He doesn’t get discouraged – he gets determined. 

Why? B/c Bart wanted to see more than he wanted to be seen; and he wanted to live more than he wanted to 
just exist. He cared more about what God thought than what man thought. What about you? 

III Persistence doesn’t SQUANDER a Chance; but SEIZES the Moment w/ Anticipation 

Opportunities of a lifetime don’t come around very often, and when they do, you have no guarantee they will 
come around a gain; so when they come, you have to take advantage of them. Someone who’s persistent, lives 
each day in anticipation their moment will come and when it does, they’ll try to take advantage of it.  

For yrs, Bartimaeus sat by the road awaiting each day for someone to be gracious to him – for someone to care, 
but on this day, he realized something different was happening. Not just anyone was walking thru his city – but 
the healer, the Messiah was present – and he wasn’t about to squander his chance. 

How to recognize a God-inspired life opportunity: 

1 It meets you at the point of your NEED 

This is my favorite moment in the story. Jesus hears Bart, responds to his cry for help, and asks a profound 
question – What do you want me to do for you? 

What do you REALLY want Jesus to do for you? 
• Do you want Him to be your genie in a bottle? 
• Do you want Him to be you co-pilot in life? 
• Do you want Him to be your buddy/friend? 
• Do you want Him to be your fire insurance? 
• Do you want Him to be an historical figure? 
• Do you want Him to be the name you profane? 
• Or do want Him to be your sovereign Savior/Lord? 

2 It’ll alter the TRAJECTORY of your life 

Change more often than not provides new direction and opportunity. The question is whether you’re truly ready/
wanting change – do you really want to see? 

3 Is JESUS in it and will receive the glory 

God-ordained opportunities always involve God – they’re more about Him than they are about you. 

4 It’ll require PERSONAL sacrifice of some kind 



Bart dropped his cloak to stand w/ Jesus – symbolic of laying down his old life to pick up his new life. He was 
literally put his past behind him. 

5 It’ll draw you into FOLLOWSHIP w/ God 

In Bart’s case, he wanted to see. He wanted Jesus to be his healer – and in the process, Bart discovered Jesus to 
be His Messiah/Lord. So, Bart didn’t receive his sight and run off to enjoy it; he received his sight and followed 
Jesus.  

If your big break takes you away from God instead of toward God then it’s not likely a big break. If your break 
is more about the money than the Master, a position and instead of your Divine purpose – then it’s not a break at 
all – God will never give you an opportunity so great that it’ll encourage you to turn away from Him instead 
of towards him. 

Persistence is a quality we all need if we’re going to succeed in life – the ability to see it thru to the end. We 
can’t succeed w/out it. You could say – We all need grit, spit, and a whole lot of duct tape. 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


