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A favorite story is a true story of a radio event released by the US Chief of Naval Ops on 10/10/1995: 
NAVY: Please divert course 15o N to avoid a collision. 
RESPONSE: Recommend you divert your course 15o South to avoid a collision. 
NAVY: The is the aircraft carrier Enterprise. We’re a large US Navy warship. Divert your course now! 
RESPONSE: No. I say again. Divert your course. 
NAVY: This is the Captain of a US Enterprise – a US aircraft carrier. I say again, divert your course. 
RESPONSE: It’s your call, but I’m a lighthouse! 

Last week Pastor Craig began our summer series on the doctrines of our faith. We chose the title, Anchored b/c 
an anchor is an essential device that secures a ship to the bottom of a body of water to prevent it from drifting 
due to wind/current. It brings stability in the midst of storms/rough waters. An anchor is a symbol of stability/
strength in the midst of chaos. 

God has given us an anchor to see us thru the storms and rough waters of life so we might not be swept away by 
the winds/currents of life – doctrine. 

All Scripture is inspired by God, and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 2 Tm. 3:16 

doctrine – refers to indispensable teachings/truths that define, describe, and delineate our faith. It’s the truths 
upon which we build our beliefs/practices. 

Meaning… w/out sound doctrine, our lives will be set adrift and we’ll find ourselves indulging/believing in all 
kinds of religious lies and cultural affections that’ll lead us away/astray from God. 
  
I think of Paul’s words to Timothy: For the time will come when people will not endure sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, they’ll gather around them teachers who will tell them whatever their itching 
ears want to hear; and they’ll turn away from the truth and chase after fables. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 

Paul’s saying, if we’re going to stand firm in our faith, we must be anchored to sound, healthy doctrine. 

Today I want to turn our attention to the doctrine of Christ – Christology – the study of the Person/Deity of 
Jesus. Whereas Buddha is not critical to Buddhism nor is Mohammed essential to Islam, everything about 
Christianity rises/falls on the life, work, deity and humanity of Jesus. Simply put, if Jesus wasn’t who He 
claimed to be or do what He claimed He’d do; then the Christian faith is a complete/utter farce. 

This AM, I want us to address (2) relevant questions regarding Jesus: Who is Jesus? What did He do? 

I WHO is Jesus Christ? 

This first question speaks to Jesus’ person/nature. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watercraft


Our confession as Baptist in the BFM puts it this way: Christ is the eternal Son of God. In His incarnation 
as Jesus Christ He was conceived of the H.S. and born of the virgin Mary. Jesus perfectly revealed and did the 
will of God, taking upon Himself human nature w/ its demands and necessities and identifying Himself 
completely w/ mankind yet w/out sin. He honored the divine law by His personal obedience, and in His 
substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for the redemption of men from sin. He was raised from 
the dead w/ a glorified body and appeared to His disciples as the person who was w/ them before His 
crucifixion. He ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One 
Mediator, fully God, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation b/w God and man. He will return 
in power/glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. He now dwells in all believers as 
the living and ever-present Lord. 

A The EXISTENCE of Jesus Christ? 

The existence of a man named Jesus who lived in Palestine and died on a cross at the hands of Rome has never 
fallen into serious doubt. In fact, it’s w/out a doubt Jesus lived and was crucified; and there’s over-whelming 
evidence He arose from the grave.  

I am a historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as an historian that this penniless preacher from 
Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all of 

history. H.G. Wells, British Historian 

So, the question isn’t whether Jesus existed; but was He God in the flesh who gave his life for all humanity? 

B The NATURE of Jesus Christ? 

The nature of Christ deals w/ the reality that Jesus was simultaneously human/divine – both man/God.  

During the early yrs of the church, there was great debate and many heretical teachings regarding Jesus’ nature. 
To correct these errant teachings and establish a standard of truth, the church gathered in Chalcedon, in 451 
A.D. to debate/define His nature. The result was early Christians decided Jesus was of the same essence as God, 
yet was found to be in human likeness (in flesh) w/out confusion, change, division or separation – fully God and 
fully man at the same time. 

The result of the Council of Chalcedon was they defined the two natures of Christ as occurring in one person 
and in one subsistence. This is known as the Hypostatic Union – which is the perfect union b/w His humanity/
deity – that is, Jesus was simultaneously 100% God and 100% man – necessary to make a satisfactory 
atonement for the sins of mankind. 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen w/ our eyes, which we have 
looked at and our hands have touched – this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we 

have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was w/ the Father and has appeared 
to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so you also may have fellowship w/ us. And our 

fellowship is w/ the Father and w/ his Son, Jesus Christ. 1 John 1:1-4 

 1 The PRE-EXISTENT Creator God 

That which was from the beginning, 



from the beginning – the idea isn’t in regard to time but to state. Jesus didn’t come to be at some point in time, 
but rather, like God the Father, has always been.   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was w/ God, and the Word was God. He was w/ God in the 
beginning. John 1:1-2 

While this passage lends support to the Trinity, it clearly speaks to the eternality/equality of Christ w/ the 
Father. But notice also in John 1:3 His ability. 

Through him all things were made; w/out him nothing was made that’s been made. John 1:1-3 
What does this verse mean? Before I answer, let me show you what Paul said in Colossians 1:15-16. 

The Son (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For in him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 

authorities; all things have been created by Him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. Colossians 1:15-17 

• Jesus is the IMAGE of God 

image (eikon) icon – made in someone’s likeness like a statue, coin, or portrait.   

Jesus is the perfect substance of God and all creation derives its existence/purpose from Him. In all things, He 
is the physical representation of the Godhead. In Him, the invisible God has become visible and all things 
visible have come as a result of His doing.  

• Jesus is the CREATOR 
  
One of the greatest proofs of Jesus’ divinity is His ability to create/sustain – b/c only God can create.  

IN Him (en) 

He’s the originating center/mediating agent of creation – creation occurred from w/in Jesus’ person/power.  

BY Him (di) 

Everything that has been created was only by Jesus and no one else. 

Through him all things were made; w/out him nothing was made that has been made.  John 1:3-4 

made (ginomai) was fashioned into existence.   

nothing – not one thing. Everything we experience empirically finds its origin from Jesus Christ. 

FOR Him (eis) 

And all of the creation was to reveal His glory/deity as the One who not only created, but sustains it. 



Christ is more than the author of life/creation; He and no other (autos), is the eternal sustainer of it. He only has 
to w/draw His hand and it’d collapse – meaning He has sovereign jurisdiction over the created order. 

So, who is Jesus? He is 100% God. But Jesus wasn’t just God; He was God in the flesh. 

 2 The INCARNATE Word in Flesh 

incarnate means to embody flesh or take human form. 

The Word (Jesus) became flesh and made His dwelling among us… John 1:14 

Let’s look back at the passage in 1 John 1: 

…which we have heard, which we have seen w/ our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched 
– this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was w/ the Father and has appeared to us. 1 John 1:2-3 

After declaring Jesus is the eternal, creator God, John speaks to the humanity of Jesus. He testifies that he saw 
Jesus, heard Jesus, touched Jesus, walked/ate w/ Jesus – all to substantiate Jesus was human too.   

WHY did Jesus need to be God and human? 

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, didn’t consider 
equality w/ God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness – being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death – 
even death on a cross Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 
name… Philippians 2:5-13 

Paul explains that the eternal, living God became man and made His dwelling among us. The triune Creator 
humbled Himself and entered into the creative order to become a part of creation so He might rescue His 
creation from their sinfulness/condemnation. 

This is known as the kenosis (or self-emptying) of Christ – based on the word kenoo. The idea is Jesus didn’t 
stop being God or lose His Divine attributes, but rather He limited Himself using them as needed for a brief 
time by humbling Himself in becoming a man.  

Why did Jesus do this? 

The triune God incarcerated Himself in flesh to make a sufficient/satisfactory atonement for the mistake of the 
1st Adam b/c it was God’s only way to redeem man. 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world thru one man, and death thru sin, and in this way, death came to all 
people, b/c all sinned. To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin isn’t charged against 

anyone’s account where there’s no law. Yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over 
those who didn’t sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come. But the gift isn’t 
like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the 

gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! Nor can the gift of God be 
compared w/ the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift 



followed many trespasses and brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned thru 
that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of 
righteousness reign in life thru the one man, Jesus Christ! Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in 

condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. For just 
as thru the disobedience of the one man (Adam) the many were made sinners, so also thru the obedience of the 

one man (Jesus) the many will be made righteous. Romans 5:12-19 

Jesus had to become a man to die for the sin of the one man (Adam) who blew it for everyone. Whereas the 1st 
Adam failed by choosing to sin eating from the tree of good/evil, the 2nd Adam (Jesus) came as a sinless 
substitute to die for the mistake of the 1st Adam. In giving His life for sin, He has made it possible for all people 
to have their sins forgiven. Jesus became a man b/c there was no other way for God to provide atonement for 
sin. Thus, the tree of life in the Garden that meant to give life became a cross of death at Calvary that provides 
eternal life for all who believe. 

God made Him, who knew no sin, to become sin for us that we might be made right w/ God. 2 Cr. 5:20 

Which brings us to the 2nd question – What did He do? 
II WHAT did Jesus do? 

Obviously, we’ve talked all around this idea in discussing the 1st question, so let me make this simple. 
If Jesus isn’t who He said He was, He couldn’t do what He said He’d do. If He couldn’t do what He said He’d 
do, we can’t become who He said we could become. 

Let me show you (3) passages which explain His work – Luke 19:10, John 14:6, Romans 10:9-10 

The Son of Man came to seek/save the lost. Luke 19:10 

I am the way, the truth, and the life, and no man comes to the Father except thru me. John 14:6 

If you confess w/ your mouth Jesus is Lord and believe in you heart God raised Him from the dead, you will be 
saved. Romans 10:9-10 

Luke 19:10 speaks to His purpose – Jesus came to rescue humanity from the power/penalty of sin. 

John 14:6 explains that Jesus is God’s one/only solution to the problem of sin and that there’s no other way to 
access God’s grace/forgiveness except by Him. 

Romans 10:9-10 explains that salvation comes as a result of placing one’s faith/trust in the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ – and nothing else. 

Which brings me to the most critical question? Who is Jesus to you and what have you decided to do w/ Him?  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


