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Every year about this time, I wait w/ bated breath the annual Darwin Awards – those special awards given to 
those individuals who have (and I quote) improved the human gene pool by removing themselves from it in 
spectacular fashion – or almost removed. 

In 2017, a Seneca, SC man who’d been w/out power for 2 weeks b/c he couldn’t afford to pay his bill decided to 
illegally restore power by climbing a metal ladder w/ jumper cables. Witnesses say it sounded like a shotgun 
went off when the 7,200 volts arced across the jumper cables designed for 12 volts – shooting the man off the 
ladder and several yards from the pole. Yet b/c he didn’t die from his act, the man only received an honorable 
mention Darwin Award.  

This year’s winner goes to a rhino poacher in S. Africa who snuck onto a game park w/ the intent of illegally 
poaching an endangered rhino – only in the process, he was trampled by an elephant and then eaten by a lion. 
The only thing to become extinct was the man. 

Today I want to continue our study on the doctrines of our faith by looking at the doctrine of man – known as 
anthropology and the doctrine of sin – hamartiology.  

doctrine – Doctrine is teaching to define, describe, and delineate our faith to provide clarity into truth.  

As we’ve discussed… understanding and founding our lives on doctrine is critical to growing in and living out 
our faith – for w/out sound doctrine, our lives will be set adrift by the winds/currents of religious lies and 
cultural affections that lead us away/astray from God. 

Man is the special creation of God, made in the image of God. He created them male/female as the crowning 
work of His creation. The gift of gender is part of the goodness of God's creation. In the beginning man was 
innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator w/ freedom of choice. By his free choice man sinned against 
God and brought sin into the human race. Thru Satan’s temptation, man transgressed the command of God, and 
fell from his original innocence whereby his posterity inherit a nature and an environment inclined toward sin. 
Therefore, as soon as a person is capable of moral action, they become transgressors and are under 
condemnation. Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable man to fulfill the 
creative purpose of God. The sacredness of human personality is evident in that God created man in His own 
image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore, every person of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy 
of respect and Christian love. 

Truth is, man is the greatest enigma in the created order. He’s capable of such amazing feats and yet b/c of sin, 
can perform the most immoral/sinister acts upon himself/others – man can produce a Rembrandt    on one hand 
and a Hitler/Stalin on the other. 

Even still, man is special in God’s creation – unlike any other entity in the creative order – God uniquely 
planned man w/ meaning, purpose, and priority. In fact, man himself is the center of God’s universe and the 
apple of His eye. The simple truth is that there’s something good/higher about man – yet at the same time, there 
is something utterly confounding.  



Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory in the heavens. Thru the 
praise of children/infants you have established a stronghold against your enemies, to silence the foe and the 

avenger. When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon/stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little 

lower than the angels and crowned them w/ glory/honor. You made them rulers over the works of your 
hands; you put everything under their feet: all flocks/herds, and the animals of the wild, the birds in the sky, 
and the fish in the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas. Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth! Psalm 8 

This AM, I want to show you 4 truths about man… 

I Created w/ PRIVILEGE 

When I speak of man being created w/ privilege, I’m referring to the reality that man was created special in 
God’s image. The most unique among the creation. 

God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, that they may rule over the fish in the sea and 
the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” So, God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male/female he 

created them. Genesis 1:26-27 

image – we’re made to resemble God – not in a physical sense, but in personhood/meaning referring to the 
immaterial parts of humanity. Mankind is uniquely set apart from the animal world imbued w/ volition, 
emotion, and morality. 

That is, humanity was created as a rational, volitional agent w/ the ability to reason/choose, yet he’s more than 
instinct. We possess the able to create, destroy, invent, breakdown, act and react… But man is also moral w/ a 
conscience – possessing the ability to understand/distinguish right/wrong and good from evil – able to discern 
sin from righteousness. And man is social/emotional – needing/desiring relationships and fellowship. Thus, just 
as God desires a genuine relationship w/ us, so too we desire relationships w/ others – we’re hardwired to share 
life w/ others. 

III Created w/ POSITION 

If you look back at Psalm 8 or Genesis 1:27, you’ll notice that both verses speak to man’s dominion or position 
over the creation – called to rule/subdue it. 

This word refers to man’s role as the viceroy over the creation. That is, man is God’s called representative over 
the whole of creation, appointed and placed there by God to steward it to bring honor to the Creator. 

So, man was created in God’s image – and endowed w/ authority of the creation to steward for one purpose.  

II Created w/ PURPOSE 

Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My glory; I have formed him, yes, I have made 
him. Isaiah 43:7 



The purpose of man is to know and glorify God. In other words, man’s ultimate purpose is to be the display 
case of God’s goodness to glorify God – and this purpose hasn’t changed even after the fall. Nelson 

But God, who is rich in mercy, b/c of His great love w/ which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
trespasses, made us alive together w/ Christ, and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 
heavenly places in Christ, that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace 

in His kindness toward us in Christ. For by grace you have been saved thru faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His handiwork, created in Christ for good 

works, which God has prepared in advance that we should do. Eph. 2:4f  
Paul was saying – when God works in/thru our lives for His glory, we become a walking, breathing testimony 
and doctrinal statement for God’s glory. As His workmanship, poem – we tell of His love/grace. 

The way we glorify God begins w/ acknowledging who He is (our Creator) and giving Him His rightful place 
on the throne of our lives. It’s recognizing Him for who He is and what He’s done; and never usurping His 
grace/power or claiming it as our own. 
  
We also fulfill our purpose of glorifying God by living in relationship w/ Him and serving Him faithfully. Yet 
since God created man in His image, no man can fulfill this purpose apart from God. Many have tried, but all 
have failed. Solomon tried living for his own pleasure, but in the end, he concluded the only worthwhile life is 
one of honor/obedience to God.  

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man. Ecclesiastes 12:13 

IV Created but w/ a PROBLEM 
  
Man was created w/ the purpose of glorifying God and managing the creation – until something went wrong. 
Man chose a way that seemed right to him but was opposite of God will/command for him; and it plunged all of 
humanity into sin/separation from God. If you don’t know the story – read Genesis 3. 

Just as sin entered the world thru one man (Adam), and death thru sin, and in this way, death came to all 
people, b/c all have sinned. Romans 5:12 

This means that b/c of Adam’s deliberate defiance of God’s command, sin was imputed, imparted, and 
indulged – and now all people (everyone who’s ever lived) have been infected w/ sin and the nature to sin. 
We’re all born w/ fallen flesh that’s seeking to indulge itself to find some form of temporary satisfaction. Why? 
It’s b/c of the fall, all people are now totally, and utterly depraved.  

total depravity means my position has changed. Whereas Adam experienced perfect intimacy w/ God as God’s 
child – now (as a result of the fall), everyone is at enmity w/ God. Sin has separated us from God, and it has 
changed our position – we’re now enemies of God and children of darkness – dead in our trespasses and 
completely opposed to all things God – desiring nothing of God. 

There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands; there is no one who seeks God.  All 
have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one… For all 

have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. Romans 3:10-11, 23 

No matter how good a person wants to be or strives to be, he’s corrupt – incapable of earning favor w/ God. 



We are all unclean, all our righteous deeds are like filthy rags; we all fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like the 
wind, have taken us away. Isaiah 64:6 

Meaning – not only are we sinners separated from God, but we’re absolutely helpless and can do nothing to 
change our position. We’re dead, separated, and opposed to God. Our rebellion has taken down a pathway so far 
from God, God can no longer be found. 

I heard a story this week of a pastor who preached on the depravity of man and after the service, this visibly 
upset women walked up and said, “Pastor, you should be ashamed of yourself, you made me feel this big.” To 
which the pastor replied, “Ma’am, that’s too tall.” 

Which brings us to the end of this lesson and sets us up for next Sunday… For while we can do nothing to save 
ourselves (zip, zilch, zero) God did for us what we wouldn’t even think about doing – He intervened!  

You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Rarely will anyone die 
for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrated his 

own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:6-8 

Thank God the story doesn’t have to end w/ our failure – but, by faith, it can end w/ God’s goodness, mercy, and 
grace when we trust in God’s solution to sin.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


