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Did you know in the US, as many as 6,000 churches are closing their doors each year… 6,000! According to 
recent statistics, church attendance/participation is in serious decline. I read this week that some polls show only 
14% of Americans attend church on a regular basis (down from 45% in 1995) – and that 40% of millennials 
have no religious/spiritual affiliations at all – calling themselves – nons.  

Last year, at the FCA banquet held right here on our campus, the head of FCA Coweta reported that only 7% of 
high school students in our area attend church on a regular basis. The question is WHY? 

Obviously, there are a number of factors, cultural influences, sports, travel, church issues, and so on. Yet I 
believe one of the issues for the irrelevance of the church is a lack of understanding of why we exist.   

In a day of church hoppers/shoppers, too many churches have become houses of entertainment instead of 
houses of koinonia. They’ve become religious gatherings instead of faith communities – and the result is too 
many churches are pedaling Christ w/out commitment to draw a crowd instead of influencing people into deep 
followship of Christ. 

That’s why if there was ever a day when Christians need to know what they believe about the church and why 
they believe it – it’s today.  

The N.T. describes the church as the ekklesia, which is a Greek means called out ones. Thus, the doctrine of the 
church is called ecclesiology. Now, when we speak of the church, we often do so in (2) ways – the local church 
and the universal church. The local church is where believers gather in community to spur one another along in 
intimacy w/ God and in fulfilling the Great Commission. The universal church is the greater faith community as 
a whole.  

This AM, I want to take a few minutes to address the foundational realities of the church and their relevance to 
our commitment to Christi in community. 

I The MASTER of the Church 

This is simple… the head of the church isn’t the pope, a priest/pastor, or any other person – it is Jesus! 

Paul wrote – He (Jesus) is the head of the body, the church; He is the beginning and firstborn from among the 
dead, that in everything he might have supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 
and thru him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making 
peace thru his blood, shed on the cross. Colossians 1:15-20 

To the Ephesians – You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens w/ God’s people and 
members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles/prophets, w/ Jesus as the chief 
cornerstone. In Him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the 
Lord. Ephesians 2:19-21 



Paul was telling these churches that no man, apostle, prophet, elder, deacon, or pastor is the leader of the church 
– it is Christ alone – who died on the cross! B/c He’s the head, we’re an extension of Jesus to the world we live 
in – we’re His hands, feet, and voice – and we (church) exists for Him, by Him, and in Him. 

II The MISSION of the Church 

The church’s mission is the Great Commission. It’s to go into the world around us to live/proclaim His life and 
love to all nations to introduce them to God.  

Acts 1:8 tells us that when the H.S. comes upon us – the individual members of the church are to scatter into the 
nations to bear witness of the life/love of Jesus. 

Paul told the Colossians the church exists to present every person mature (knowing/growing) in Christ. 

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing/teaching everyone w/ all wisdom, that we may present everyone fully 
mature in Christ. Colossians 1:28 

III The MINISTRY of the Church 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. Everyone was filled w/ awe at the wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They sold property/possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together w/ 

glad/sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42-47 

In this text we see the ministry of the church includes: 
• The teaching/preaching of the Scriptures 
• The koinonia fellowship/encouragement of others 
• The ministry care of each other at the point of need 
• The practice of the ordinances 
• The seeking of God in intercessory prayer/worship 
• To sharing of the Gospel in global missions 

IV The MAKE Up of the Church 

In SBC life, every church maintains its own autonomy in how they manage the church. As such, across the 
denomination, we have churches which are pastor-led, some are deacon-guided, some are committee-infused, 
while others are congregational-decided.   

Here at FBCPTC – from our church’s inception, we’ve been pastor-led, deacon-served, committee-supported, 
and member-engaged.  

For me, as a Biblicist, I believe the best church to model ourselves after is the church at Ephesus. Why? 
• It’s a founding church – closer to Jesus’ intention 
• It was birthed as a result of the work of the H.S. – instead of out of man’s ingenuity and efforts 



• It is the most talked about church in the Bible – w/ (6) books and (8) major text give us insight into the 
church’s teachings, organization, and impact 

• The church had impeccable leadership – founded by the Apostle Paul, pastored by his protégé Timothy – 
and later by the Apostle John (talk about strong – 2/3 of your team wrote 3/4 of the NT) 

• It was the one early church to transform its city 

The leadership of Ephesus held Jesus as the head, the pastor as the under-shepherd charged w/ discipling and 
guiding the house-church pastor (called elders) – who appear to have partnered w/ servant alongsiders (called 
deacons) who discipled and encouraged the church members in GC service/koinonia fellowship. 
1. Christ is the head thru the leading of the H.S./Bible 
2. Pastors are under-shepherd charged instigating the Great Commission thru discipling oversight 
3. Elders are the leaders of the smaller group community serving as discipling influencers  
4. Deacons are the point of need discipling encouragers w/in the small group community 
5. Church members are servants to each other on mission together to influence the world for Christ  

V The MOTIVATION of the Church 

The motivation of the local/universal church is nothing less than a genuine, unadulterated love and pursuit of 
God – and being vigilant to loving Him always w/ all of your heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right 
hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. I know your deeds, your hard work and perseverance. I 
know you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and 

have found them false. You have persevered and endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary. Yet 
I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the 

things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place. Revelation 2:1-7 

Notice that the church/believers at Ephesus were: 
• Great Commission DETERMINED 
• Sound in DOCTRINE 
• Enduringly DILIGENT  

Yet they lost their first love – they lost their focus. Outwardly they were doing the right things, but inwardly 
their hearts were drifting. 

Somewhere along the way, they lost their fervor… they’re mojo/burden. Somehow Jesus and his kingdom were 
no longer the object of their affection. They were engaged in good things in God’s name, but their love for God 
was no longer their driving passion. It was ministry for the sake of ministry and the sake of their reputation – 
they’d lost their way. 

Look back to Acts 19 – When this became known to the Jews/Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized w/ 
fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. Many of those who believed now came and openly 
confessed what they had done. A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned 
them publicly. 

• They lost their wonder for the Lord 
• They lost their compassion for lostness 



• They put a greater priority on their comfort/safety 
• They valued their preference over God’s purposes 

Despite all their external religious qualities, the fatal cancer of “me” was eating them alive b/c they had lost 
their first love. 

This same cancer is spreading in the church today.    

• We’ve become more concerned w/ how we do something than for WHOM we do it 
• We’ve become more focused on being politically correct instead of personal connected to God 
• We’re more concerned w/ the songs we sing than to the Savior for whom we sing them. 
• We’ve become more concerned about being right than we are about being righteous. 
Like a frog in a kettle, we’ve been lulled into losing our first love – and all the symptoms are present.  

Burn Out – Fade Out– Give Out – Cop Out – Drop Out 

Instead of returning to God we put up a spiritual façade thinking no one will see thru us. We slap on another 
coat of paint hoping no one will notice the flaws. Rather than facing God, we put on a face for God.  

Christianity isn’t GOING to church – it’s BEING the church. It’s engaging in an intimate, authentic and 
personal relationship w/ the Creator and sharing this relationship w/ others to spur them along to know Christ, 

walk w/ Christ, and to share Christ w/ others.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


