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This AM we’re celebrating/honoring our Legacy Builders ministry under the leadership of Mr. Dick Bowley. 
Each year around this time, we gather to remember that who we are as a church is b/c of the many wonderful 
people who’ve gone before us to serve/honor the Lord w/ they’re lives thru the fellowship and ministries of 
FBCPTC. It’s also a time to remind us that we all are part of this heritage and legacy – and that we all share in 
what will be passed on to the generations who will come behind us. 

The theme/focus today is on the phrase – As You Go… You likely recognize that this idea is derived from the 
Great Commission passage in Matthew 28 – where Jesus charged His disciples to carry on the mission of 
sharing the Good News of His life, death, burial, and resurrection to the world so that all people might be 
rescued from the wages of sin and brought into a saving relationship w/ God. So, Jesus was charging His 
disciples to leave a legacy of the Gospel. 

Now don’t miss this! B/c they left a Gospel legacy, it was passed on to the next generation, who passed it on to 
the next generation – and now some 2,000 yrs later, b/c someone spoke up and lived out their faith, we’ve been 
entrusted w/ the Gospel w/ the responsibility to pass on our faith to those who’ll come behind us. 

I’m reminded of the faith heritage of one of the great men of God in the 20th-21st century. In 1854, a 17 yr. old 
boy received a visit from his S.S. teacher, Edward Kimball, b/c he was concerned for the boy’s spiritual 
condition. In their meeting, Kimball led D. L. Moody to the Lord. Moody would become one of the great 
evangelists in his day sharing the gospel w/ 100+ mil. people over his lifetime. In particular, Moody would go 
on to influence a man named J. Wilbur Chapman who also would become an evangelist. B/c Chapman took up 
his place in the Gospel, he ended up having a great influence on a young baseball player, Billy Sunday, who’d 
been converted at a Chicago mission. Sunday, taking the baton of faith, would go to NC where he spoke to a 
group of business men about hosting an evangelistic meeting. These men were so moved by Sunday, they 
organized a revival and invited Mordecai Ham to preach. One evening, at the end of Ham’s messages, a lonely, 
confused young man walked forward and gave his life to Jesus. His name was Billy Graham. 

Here’s the point – it all began w/ one man, Edward Kimball – a S.S. teacher who cared enough about a 17 yr. 
old kid that he went and spoke w/ him about his faith. How many millions have heard the Gospel and have 
come to faith in Christ b/c Kimball was committed to investing his faith into D.L. Moody? 

Who cared enough about you to share the love of Jesus w/ you? Who went out of their way to make sure you 
heard the truth? Say their name! Where would you be and who would you be today if it weren’t for them 
caring enough to talk w/ you about God’s grace? 

When we speak of living/leaving a faith legacy, we’re speaking about the calling God has placed on us to live 
out the G.C. of going into the world to make disciples. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations… 

go – aorist passive – aorist means we’re to continually go and not stop going until we can’t go any more; and 
passive means we don’t go in our ability or w/ our own message, but we go under the compulsion/conviction of 
what Christ has done for us and in us.  



We go b/c we’re compelled by the H.S. in us to tell someone else about what Jesus has done for us! Jesus was 
saying – As you’re going – GOSPEL! That is, as you live IN your faith – live OUT your faith. 

If we’re going to GOSPEL as we go, it’ll require we have a Gospel conviction, courage, and charge.  

I A Gospel CONVICTION  

To have conviction is to be led by a firmly held belief. It’s to be so convinced of something you’re not only 
willing to die for your faith – you’re willing it too. 

For Christ’s love compels us, b/c we’re convinced one died for all, and therefore all died. He died for all, so 
that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

So, from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view, though we once regarded Christ in this way, we 
do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new has 

come! All this is from God, who reconciled us to Himself thru Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation – 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And He has 

committed to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal thru us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made him who had no 

sin to be sin for us, that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:14-21 

The key to living a Gospel life is having a conviction you’re convinced is true. In living for Christ – it means 
being absolutely convinced Jesus was who He said He was and did what He said he’d do. 

Paul says – we’re compelled b/c we’re convinced. 

compelled – to control/constrain – that is, God’s love was so genuinely expressed in His death/resurrection, we 
can’t help but be pressed into service. 

The example of Christ’s love is so certain, it controls our actions and leaves us no choice but to serve God. 

convinced (krino) to sift thru and analyze the evidence so you can be certain it is true.  

So, it isn’t blindly accepting that Jesus is true; but rather, it’s pouring over the evidence to make sure that what 
you are placing your faith in can be validated. 

So, we’re compelled b/c we’re convinced His love for us was fully expressed when Jesus died for us.  

Convinced Jesus sacrifice alone is the only thing that can transform a life and make it acceptable to God.  

Convinced God has a calling on our lives to share His grace and truth w/ others so they too might be changed.  

Paul is saying, if Jesus was who He said He was and did what He said he’d do – then there is no greater 
purpose in life than to live under His influence to help others to come to know Him too.  
  
II A Gospel COURAGE 



It takes courage to live for Christ in a Christ-less world – in a world where the darkness hates the light and will 
do nearly anything to extinguish the light. 

And yet – the Gospel is God’s single means to rescue His creation from sin and restore us into a right 
relationship w/ Him. So, to live for this single solution requires courage and fortitude. 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to all who believe – first to the 
Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed – a righteousness that is by 

faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” Romans 1:16-17 
Let me share w/ you some encouraging news. The reason we can have courage to Gospel as we go is b/c:  

 A The MESSAGE is Good News 

For I am not ashamed of the Gospel… 

I do not think there’s a word in the English language so little understand as the word gospel. Moody 

gospel – good news – and refers to the good news that when we were dead in our trespasses/sin, God 
demonstrated His love for you/me in this way – while we were yet sinners, Jesus died for us. 

Why would anyone of us be ashamed of good news? Why would we hesitate ever sharing good news that can 
change someone’s live for good forever? After all, this news is the best new anyone will ever hear?  

I can understand why we’d hesitate sharing bad news. Like the time I had to tell a mom her son didn’t survive a 
car accident. I can appreciate why no military officer wants to share the bad news that a son/daughter has been 
killed in action – and why no police officer wants to share w/ a parent that their child has been arrested for a 
crime – and why no doctor relishes telling a patient they have an incurable condition. But the gospel isn’t bad 
news; it is good news that God loves us so much He gave His life to forgive and save us. 

 B The MIGHT is in God’s Power 

…for it is the power of God for salvation 

The Gospel isn’t the work, words, or wisdom of man – it’s the power of God to change lives – and the power is 
solely in the finished work of Jesus on the cross.  

Religion is the story of what a sinful man tries to do for a holy God; the Gospel is the story of what a holy God 
has done for sinful men. 

Can I tell you why I love this? B/c a person’s salvation isn’t predicated on my ability but on God’s ability, it’s 
God’s job to save – not mine. It’s His job to convict, convince, and convert. My job is to convey the message 
thru my words/actions as I’m led by the H.S. – and when do I share: ANY 3 Principle 

Any-where at any-time to any-one as the H.S. leads 

III A Gospel CHARGE 



We speak as those approved by God to be entrusted w/ the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, 
who tests our hearts. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 

entrusted – appointed to steward – like Paul, the Gospel has been placed in all of our hands for the purpose of 
living/sharing it w/ the world around us.  

We can live our lives in one of two ways – we can live as one who’s been ENTRUSTED w/ the Gospel, or as 
one who’s been ENTITLED by the Gospel. 

What’s the difference? Those who live entitled live for themselves w/ no concern for the world around them 
while those who live entrusted live ready to respond to the opportunities the H.S. affords them to share the hope 
that is w/in them. 

Our charge is to be ambassadors of Christ who unashamedly represent Jesus to the world around us. 

Invest – Invite – Include 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


