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Has God ever taken you for a spin? Has He ever turned your life right-side up? 26 yrs ago 
I found myself in a strange/frustrating place. I was in seminary serving at in college 
ministry in N.M. – but my heart wasn’t in it. I was struggling. I was at a place in my faith 
journey where I was questioning if God had called me into the ministry. Why? B/c I was 
running on fumes. I was doing everything I thought a “good” should be doing, but I was 
empty – I had no joy! Then I was asked to speak on the topic of joy at Student Week at 
Glorieta. Shamefully, B/c I was a poor seminary student, I took the gig, but boy how I felt 
like a hypocrite…   

If you’re just joining us, we’re in a series entitled, The Great Escape. In this series, 
we’ve been looking at the things that have the ability to take us hostage and steal our 
intimacy w/ God. We’ve already looked at things as anxiety, anger, ambition, appearance, 
and poor relationship. This AM, I want to look at another item which has the ability to 
take us hostage – our religion.  

If you know me at all, you know this is a major issue for me. In fact, this is the great 
convictions of my heart – people whose lives have been robbed by religion. Such is my 
story – I lost Jesus at church! 

The parents of Jesus lost Him at church, and they were not the last ones to lose Him 
there. Havner 

This is my story. I was born into a nice, moral, semi- religious family who attended 
church 6-8 times a year. I was taught good boys went to heaven and bad boys were sent 
to hell. So, when I came to Christ at the age 12, the man who discipled me did a great job 
of teaching me how to follow Jesus intimately. But then something happened… I sensed 
God’s call into the ministry, so I stepped away from Carl and began learning how to do 
church. What I didn’t realize was going to church and serving God thru the church 
doesn’t guarantee intimate followship of God. In fact, for a number of reasons, I lost 
Jesus at church – and it sent me spiraling.  

Being robbed by religion shouldn’t surprise us. Thru out the N.T., Paul warns us to be 
alert, to be on guard in the faith. And how many times did Jesus confront the Pharisees 
about their religious disfunction? 

Here’s the deal. Satan doesn’t care if he gets us in the ditch of legalism or liberalism – so 
long as he gets us off the narrow path. And so too does our flesh seek to want to justify 



our faith by our efforts – yet our works cannot save us – but should be an overflow of our 
faith. 

Such was the case for the Galatians. Paul wrote to warn and encourage them to not be 
robbed by religion. 

Grace/peace to you from God our Father and Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our 
sins to rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of God, to whom be glory 
forever/ever. I am astonished you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live 
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel – which is really no gospel at 
all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the 
gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 

than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 

This is a scary, sad passage. Paul is writing to a group of churches he helped to start on 
his 1st missionary journey. If you recall, Paul wanted to go one way, but the H.S. directed 
him to the Galatians to share the good news of Jesus – and so began the Galatian 
churches. 

But something’s happened. Instead of thriving, the church seemingly, is falling apart. 

deserting – means to transfer allegiance and was used of a soldier abandoning his post to 
go to the other side – going AWOL. Paul isn’t saying they’re living the faith, but rather 
that they are deserting the true gospel for a false gospel. In other words, they’re allowing 
themselves to be led astray by false teaching. 

What was the heresy? They were trying to add works to grace – flesh to faith. They 
were buying into the idea that they could have Christ w/out commitment and salvation w/
out surrender – and this same ideology is still pervasive in the faith today. 

I WHAT is the Issue? 

Issue – being religious is not the same as having a relationship w/ God.  

Our world is filled w/ religious people – all striving to earn their god’s favor thru 
religious, moral effort. The problem is all of our righteous, religious deeds are insufficient 
to meet God’s holy standard b/c of our sin. 

Explain (re-teach) – Lost and Found Chart 



!  

1 (2) kinds of people – lost/found 

2 (2) kinds of lost people – rebellious/religious 

3 (2) kinds of saved people – carnal/abiding 

II WHY does It Occur? 

It occurs b/c we think we can live the Christian life in our ability independent of the H.S. 
– but we can’t. Yet we’ve been taught we can – so we unplug from the abiding life and try 
to do it on our own.  

Explain – Good vs God Chart 

Paul’s prayer for the Colossians underscores that the Christian life is a life under the 
influence of the H.S. 

GOOD Faith GOD Faith

Go to Church 
Moral/Good Behavior 
Religious/Spiritual 
Read Bible/Pray 
Help Others 
Serve Community 
Give/Tithe

Filled w/ God’s Will  
Bearing Fruit 

Growing in Knowledge 
Strengthened w/ Power 

Having Endurance 
Having Patience 

Grateful in Spirit



For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. 
We continually ask God to fill you w/ the knowledge of his will thru all the wisdom/

understanding the Spirit gives, that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of 

God, being strengthened w/ all power according to his glorious might so you may have 
great endurance and patience, giving joyful thanks to the Father… Colossians 1:9-12 

This is what happened to me. I thought the scorecard was my religious effort, so I did 
everything I could to show God I loved Him – but I was empty. For me, the culmination 
of losing Jesus at church came to a head that summer when I was serving on staff in N.M. 
I was asked to speak at Student Week at Glorieta on the topic of the joy of the Christian 
life. The only problem was I had no joy b/c the result of my effort left me exhausted/
burnt out – I was living proof of Matthew 11 – I was weary and heavy-laden from trying 
to keep all the rules. 

But God changed everything – two stepping story. 

III HOW do We Confront It?  

Paul answers this question throughout this letter to the Galatian believers. Systematically, 
he shows them what is necessary to never be robbed by religion. 

1 Validate Every TEACHER and TEACHING 

In Galatians 1, Paul encourages us to thoroughly vet and check out every teaching/teacher 
before accepting what they’re espousing. Make sure it is accurate. 

We live in a day/time when truth is compromised too often for convenience and 
popularity – and preachers are falling away in gross numbers. From Rob Bell to a popular 
pastor on the north side of Atlanta teaching the O.T. is irrelevant – heresy is abounding.    

So, don’t believe a word out of anyone’s mouth until you have verified it thru the 
Scriptures of yourself. As Paul said to Timothy, we’re answerable to study to show 
ourselves approved of God as we accurately handle truth. So don’t believe it until you 
can verify it. 

2 Never Detour from the CROSS 

Paul’s marvelous statement in Galatians 2:20-21 is clear – our faith is predicated on the 
cross alone. It’s not the cross plus or the cross minus – it’s the cross alone. If your 
religion is trying to add to or take away from the grace of God – then you’re being robbed 
by your religion. 



3 Distinguish between FAITH and FLESH 

In Galatians 3, Paul continues to explain that a relationship w/ God is based in faith alone 
and that our flesh is the enemy of faith. 

4 Remember WHO You are in Christ 

Galatians 4:1-7 reminds us that our relationship w/ God is founded in our identity in 
Christ. B/c of the transforming work of the cross, when I by faith accept His grace – I 
become a new creation, a child of God, a citizen of heaven. This is my identity. As such, 
I’m not required to perform any religious activity to earn or retain my faith – I am to 
continue in His grace by faith b/c of who He has made me to be. 

5 Walk FREE in the SPIRIT 
  
Another way I confront religion is to live in the freedom I have in Christ (read Galatians 
5:1) As I live under the influence of the H.S. I experience the freedom of salvation and 
the ability to walk free of sin. 

6 Delight in OBEDIENCE 

Finally, in Galatians 6:7-10, Paul reminds us of our need to live under the influence and 
in obedience to God’s Word and Spirit by sowing to the Spirit and not to the flesh b/c we 
will all reap what we sow.  

Have you been robbed by your religion? Has some pastor led you astray b/c you trusted 
his words which tickled your ears more than you trusted the Word of God? You’re not the 
first to have this happen… You’ve been robbed.  

I have good news – God’s not mad at you or seeking a pound of flesh – but He is 
reaching out to rescue you into relationship. He loves you and wants you to know/walk 
w/ Him. But you’re going to have to give up your religion and your flesh for faith and 
living under the influence of His Spirit.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many sources, 
and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to cite a quote 
is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the 
source for any substantial amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority 
of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply preface your remarks by saying 
something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in 
this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple 
citation may prevent any criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers 


