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In his commencement speech to the Wellesley High School Class of 2012, David McCullough delivered a word 
those present wouldn’t soon forget. He said, “None of you is special; nor are you exceptional… You’re 
pampered, cosseted, doted upon, helmeted, bubble wrapped, nudged, cajoled, feted, and fawned over. Contrary 
to what your U9 soccer trophy says, or what your glowing 7th grade report card shows… and despite every 
assurance of a certain corpulent, purple dinosaur, and that nice Mister Rogers… and no matter how often your 
maternal caped crusader (mom) has swooped in to save you – you’re nothing special.    

This reminds me of the Fortune 500 CEO whose flight had to make an emergency landing.  Everyone was de-
boarded and required to rebook their flights. This guy, decided he was too good to wait, so he walked by 50+ 
people in line to the counter. After blaming the agent for the delay and missing his meeting, he demanded access 
onto the flight. The agent kindly directed him to get back in line to wait his turn. He replied, “Young lady, do 
you know who I am? I could have your job w/ a single phone call!” She replied, “Do you know who I am? I’m 
the person who decides whether or not you get on this flight – now go and wait your turn.”  

For several weeks we’ve been in a series entitled, The Great Escape looking at the things that have the ability 
to take us hostage to steal our intimacy w/ God. We’ve looked at things like anxiety, anger, ambition, 
appearance, misplaced religion, and guilt/shame. This AM, I want to look at how we can be enslaved by 
entitlement.  

entitlement – the belief I am deserving or owed some unearned advantage, preference, or privilege. 

I The CURSE of Entitlement 

The curse of entitlement occurs when we feel the world owes us something w/out having to do anything to earn 
it. It’s the belief I’m owed some reward, measure of success, or certain standard of living w/out having to earn 
it. 

Entitlement is like the alphabet, “I” always comes before “U”. B/c of an innate sense of superiority, it’s 
consumed w/ ME before THEE. Its mantra is the double-standard of what’s mine is mine and what’s yours is 
mine too. And when an entitled person doesn’t get their way, they assume the role of the martyr – always the 
victim and never the perpetrator. 

Entitlement isn’t anything new. It’s not a millennials problem, or gender/race issue. It’s a self-centered, sinful 
issue. We see it in the Garden w/ Adam/Eve, and we see it w/ Moses, David, Solomon, Jonah, and even w/ 
Jesus’ closest friends. Why? B/c by our fallen nature/flesh, we all deal w/ some level of entitlement. 

In Mark 8, we pick up on Jesus’ last major outing w/ His disciples – who by now have reached celebrity status. 
He took them to the far, north region of Israel near Mt. Hermon to Caesarea Philippi – the Las Vegas of 
Palestine. It was there, among the Roman houses of idol worship that Jesus asked the question – Who do the 
crowds say that I am? And Peter proclaims – Jesus is the Christ/Messiah – the one and only true God. 



Immediately following Peter’s declaration, Jesus tells the (12) that soon He was going to be rejected, killed, and 
then after (3) days – arise from the dead (Mark 8). The first time Jesus said this, Peter pulled Jesus to the side 
and told Him to stop saying such things.  

So, Jesus then takes Peter, James, and John up on Mt. Hermon where they witnessed of His transfiguration – 
they saw/heard that Jesus was God in the flesh. On the return, after re-joining the others, Jesus spoke again 
about His pending rejection, death, and resurrection. Only this time, instead of hearing Jesus, they argued over 
who was going to be the greatest w/ Him.  
Then in Mark 10, outside of Jericho, we stumble across the 3rd time Jesus speaks of what was to occur once 
they reached Jerusalem – and they missed it. 

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, w/ Jesus leading the way, and the disciples were astonished, while 
those who followed were afraid. Again, he took the (12) aside and told them what was going to occur to 

Him. He said, “We’re going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law. They’ll condemn Him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock 
him, spit on him, flog him, and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” Then James/John, the sons of Zebedee, 

came to him asking, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” He asked, “What do you want me to 
do for you?” They said, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.” Jesus said, 

“You don’t know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized w/ the baptism I am 
baptized w/?” They said. “We can,” So, Jesus said, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized w/ the 

baptism I am baptized w/, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for 
whom they have been prepared.” When the others heard about this, they became indignant w/ James/John. 

Jesus called them together and said, “You know, those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so w/ you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of 

Man didn’t come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

What happened was the disciples got caught thinking more highly of themselves than they should’ve – and they 
were caught believing their own press clippings. Remember, in the grand scheme of things, the (12) were a 
group of nobodies who became somebodies only after Jesus picked them from a group of any-bodies. They 
were the least/leftovers who weren’t good enough to make the cut of being the best of the best when they were 
in school – and yet Jesus called them to be His disciples. And now, they’ve become a band of entitled, rock star 
brats who think they deserve something more than a participation trophy.    

How else do you explain how they could blow past (3) times Jesus telling them that He’s going to be rejected, 
abused, mocked, and crucified – and yet the (12) are only concerned about their place in the pecking order. 

Can’t you just hear them stake their entitled claim: 

Peter says, “It’s obvious I’m the leader. After all, I was the first to proclaim Jesus as Messiah.” 

Andrew says, “Maybe, Brother! But I’m the one who introduced you to Jesus. If it weren’t for me, you’d still be 
fishing for fish instead of for men.” 

John/James say, “Hold it! We were the first to follow Him. We’ve been w/ Him longer than the rest of you.” 

Judas says, “He trusts me to take care of the money.” 



And so it goes. Each man thinking he’s more qualified and deserving than the next. Each man thinking he’s 
more worthy of honor/position than the others. 

A Pastor, Boy Scout, and computer genius were on a plane when the pilot shared the plane was crashing and 
there are only (3) chutes for (4) people. The pilot said, “I have a wife/(3) kids – and took a chute/jumped. The 
genius said, “I’m the smartest man in the world; every-one needs me. So, he took one/jumped. The pastor 
turned to the boy and said, “I’ve lived a rich life; you take the last chute and I’ll go down w/ the plane.” The boy 
said, “Relax, Pastor, the smartest man in the world just jumped w/ my knapsack.” 

Entitlement is a cruel master that infects our sense of fairness and undermines/manipulates our pride. It 
enslaves us by convincing us that what we desire is what we deserve – and when we don’t receive the 
accolades/gratification we idolize, we feel obliged to pout/complain until others give in and give it to us. 
Entitlement always causes us to miss the point! We’re so concerned for ourselves – our happiness, 
acceptance, position – we miss the forest for the trees. 

Entitlement isn’t contained just to our earthly concerns of life. We also see entitlement in the spiritual realm: 
• We can have salvation w/out the cross – we can do something to earn God’s favor apart from the cross 
• We can have forgiveness w/out repentance – that somehow God will forgive w/out our response 
• We can sin w/out consequences – that we can do as we please w/out punishment/discipline 
• We can have grace w/out responsibility – that God has no expectations of obedience once I’m saved 
• We can have blessings w/out stewardship – that God must bless even if I’m unfaithful to Him 
• We can have a Savior w/out having Jesus as Lord – that I have fire insurance w/ submitting my life 

II The CURE for Entitlement 

We all struggle w/ entitlement. Yet what are we to do to battle against it so it doesn’t overtake/enslave us? 

 A Crave an HONEST Perspective 

Jesus said, “You don’t know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized w/ the baptism I 
am baptized w/?” They said. “We can,” 

It’s frightening how quickly we can lose perspective and think we’re deserving of something beyond our 
comprehension as James/John did here. They had no clue what Jesus was about to endure, and yet they 
flippantly think they can walk beside Jesus. 

The first thing we must do if we’re to avoid a sense of entitlement is keep a little perspective by being honest 
about who we are, desire, and deserve. This requires that we constantly check our motives by asking why and 
what are we doing/thinking; and if we’re looking for some quid pro quo in return. 

B Cherish a HUMBLE Sense of Service 

Whoever wants to become great among you must be a servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of 
all. For even the Son of Man didn’t come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

The opposite of entitlement is humility. Humility is seeing yourself in a proper light and not thinking more 
highly of yourself than you should. It’s neither thinking to highly or lowly – but correctly of yourself. 



In cherishing humility, we follow Jesus’ lead – instead of being consumed by popularity, position, piety, 
possessions, and power – we’re to be consumed w/ elevating God and others before ourselves. This requires we 
get over ourselves by getting under God, by being in His Word, and by serving others as we pursue walking 
humbly before God. 

There was a day when I died; died to self, my opinions, preferences, and will; died to the world; its approval or 
censure; died to the approval or blame even of my brethren or friends; and since then I have studied only to 
show myself approved unto God. George Mueller 

During the Revolutionary War Gen. Washington came upon a group of soldiers pulling down a tree. They were 
almost able to get the job done, but lacked a little strength. It appeared the help of just (1) more man would get 
the job done. Noticing their commanding officer standing off to the side, shouting orders, he asked, “Why don’t 
you help them?” The officer replied indignantly, “I’m their commander! I give the orders and they do the work!” 
So, Washington dismounted his horse, took off his coat, and gave the tired men the help they needed to 
complete their task. When they were finished, Washington said to the officer, “Sir, if your men need any further 
aid, please call on me at any time.” The officer said, “Thank you friend, and where may I call for you if I need 
you?” As he rode off, Washington said, “You can find me in the commanding General’s tent.” Leaving all 
astonished.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many sources, 
and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to cite a quote 
is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the 
source for any substantial amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority 
of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply preface your remarks by saying 
something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in 
this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple 
citation may prevent any criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers 


