
Robbed by Relationships 
Proverbs 1:8-18; 1 Cor. 15:33 

Intro. Over the past four weeks,  we’ve been in a study called The Great Escape, 
looking at areas of our life that are vulnerable and can lead us into UNHEALTHY ways 
of living if they are not brought under the control of the Holy Spirit; areas where our 
lives are dominated by Anxiety…Appearance…Ambition…and Anger. Today, we’re 
going into the area of RELATIONSHIPS, and we’re going to see how we can be 
robbed of the kind of relationships the Lord intended and instead be devastated by 
unhealthy relationships.  

@ Relational Health touches every single person listening to this message. In fact, the 
subject is so discussed and researched that a simple search for Healthy Relationships 
gives you 322 Million articles addressing the subject.  

There are 5 BIG Categories of Relationships : 
• Family 
• Faith 
• Friendship  
• Financial  
• Fringe 
If there is one thing you need when talking about Relationships and that is Wisdom! 
Where else can you get better perspective on Relationships than in Proverbs? So, 
this morning we will focus unhealthy relationships in light of healthy relationships and 
see the lure toward unhealthy relationships, the warning of going down that path 
and the wisdom needed to make healthy relationship choices. (The LURE, the 
WARNING, and the WISDOM needed to make the right choice). 

1. The Lure Toward Unhealthy Relationships (Ambush/
Camouflage/Appeal or Enticement) - lures attract our natural longings, those 
things that we do not have but desperately wish for! 

A. Unhealthy relationships lure you with your natural longing for acceptance 
- “Come with us” (v. 11)  

B. Unhealthy relationships lure you with your natural longing for purpose 
and control (11, 14) - “throw in your lot among us” 



C. Unhealthy relationships lure you with your natural longing for security 
(13) “we shall find all precious goods, we shall fill our houses w/ plunder” 

Emotional security but also Financial Security - take the unethical road to get ahead— 
Prov. 4:14-16 “Do not enter the path of the wicked, and do not walk in the way of the 
evil. Avoid it; do not go on it…For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong; 
they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.” -  

Where does all of this come from? What ultimately drives us? When we are 
comfortable in Unhealthy Relationships it Reveals a Root Problem in our Character.  

1 Cor. 15:33 “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals.” 
John Phillips, “Belief always determines behavior.” 

@ Augustine put it this way: “For when there is a question as to whether a man is 
good, one does not ask what he believes, or what he hopes, but what he loves. The root 
of moral and spiritual failures is that our loves are disordered. Our moral failures are not 
a result of our loving bad things. Rather, we love good things, but we love the less 
important things more than the most important things.” 

C.S. Lewis built on this idea: “When we experience a conflict in our beliefs and 
desires, we strive for resolution. We resolve the conflict by revising either the content 
of our beliefs and desires or by revising the ordering of our beliefs and desires. We 
will often change our beliefs to fit our loves. We are less ready to change our loves to 
fit our beliefs.”  

2. The Warning Away from Unhealthy Relationships (v. 15) 

A. Choose the Right Path - “do not walk in the way (path)” counters v. 11 
“Come with us” 

• This verse reminds us of Psalm 1:1 “Blessed is the one who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat 
of scoffers.”  

• Jesus told us clearly that that are TWO paths that run through life: “Enter by the 
narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, 
and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard 
that leads to life, and those who find it are few.” 

B. Resist going down a road that only leads to despair (15b, 16, 18)  

3. The Wisdom Needed for Healthy Relationships (1:8-9, 17; 30) 



A. Should Come Through the Home (1:8-9) - this instruction is God’s word!  The 
greatest and most informative manual for every relationship is the Bible! 

Deut. 6:4-7 Parents…Love the Lord, teach them, talk about them and cherish them. 
Prov. 3:3 “Take the commandments of God and “bind them around your neck; and 
write them on the tablet of your heart.” - Embrace Him with all your heart! 
When this happens, either through the home or on your own, it… 

B. Allows You to See the Traps of Unhealthy Relationships (17; 30:1-4)  

C. Requires Knowing Wisdom’s True Identity - Every religion and culture says, 
“Get learning. Get wisdom. Get the resources you need to make life work. Get 
knowledge to make the right relationship decisions.” But, then someone came 
along and said, “Come unto Me all of you struggling to find acceptance…all of 
you who long for purpose and direction in life…all of you who desire security  
and I will accept you, I will give you purpose and direction and I will give you 
security!.” How? Jesus is saying, “I am Wisdom!” That is what John is driving at 
when he said, “In the beginning was the Word…”John 1:1, 14 

John 3:13 “No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man.”  
• Jesus says, “I accept you - “For by grace you have been accepted through faith…”. 
• Jesus says, “I give your purpose and direction in life - “Trust in Me with all your heart, do 

not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Me and I will direct 
your path.” 

• Jesus says, “I give you security -"My Father, who has given you to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch you out of the Father's hand.” 

People are constantly being lured into unhealthy relationships and looking for relationships 
that will validate them, accept them for who they are, give them security, give them purpose 
and direction for their life, but they all fall short because no one can satisfy the deepest 
relational longings of your soul except the One who accepts you, not for who you are but for 
who He is…the One who gives you security so that you trust Him with everything in your life 
knowing He is dependable and trustworthy…the One who gives your life purpose and 
direction because He loves you and wants you to have the abundant life of living for 
something bigger than yourself. That is what Jesus accomplished when He went to the cross.  

Relationships are complicated and messy, but you will never find the kind of acceptance, 
purpose and security you need in relationships until you give Christ the relationship and give 
yourself to Him for everything you need! 
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