
Unwavering – Called Up 
10/12/19 
1 Kings 16:29-17:1 
Sunday AM 

As you know, I’m a bit of a sports fan. In particular, I’m a big fan of coaches. Most of the time, I root for the 
team b/c of the coach. Like when Bobby Bowden was at FSU, I was a Seminole fan. And while I’ve been a 
Clemson fan since they beat UGA back in 1981, I’m a big Dabo fan. But there has been one exception – and it 
was when Mark Richt was at UGA. It posed a real dilemma b/c I wanted him to succeed, but I just couldn’t 
bring myself to pull for the Dawg’s to win.  

Of all the coaches I’ve liked, there’s one who stands head/shoulders above the rest; but not b/c of his gridiron 
success, but b/c of who his character. 

Born in Mission, TX in 1924, Thomas Wade Landry, w/o a doubt, left an indelible mark on this world. We know 
him for his unmatched 29 yr. stint as coach of the Dallas Cowboys – but that’s what he did. Who he was, was 
far more impressive than his wins, loses, and Super Bowl titles! By every account, he was a quiet man of 
wisdom w/ unsurpassed integrity. Generous. Determined. Humble. A man of deep faith whose priorities were 
God, family, and then football.  

Here’s the thing about Tom. While many of our heroes only look good from a distance and disappoint when we 
get up close/personal, Tom Landry, did not.  

According to those who knew him best, they’d attest that he was an even better man up close than he was from 
a distance. He was the kind of man who the better you knew him, the more you admired him! 

Here’s what I admired about Tom Landry. Early in his life, he realized that he was a nobody from nowhere who 
God wanted to make a somebody somewhere – and he never took this blessing for granted but sought only to 
honor God in every way to everyone.   

Today I want to begin a series entitled, Unwavering, about another great man of God who too was a nobody 
from nowhere who God wanted to make a somebody somewhere – His name was Elijah the Tishbite from 
Tishbeh in Gilead – and we find his story in 1 Kings. 

Talk about stepping out of nowhere into somewhere – scholars have never been able to Tishbe. Apparently, it 
was so far in the middle of nowhere, you had to go toward town to hunt.  

But don’t miss the point: Elijah may’ve come from an insignificant place, but his place in Israel’s history was 
significant – for his unwavering faith and contribution made him one of the great heroes in the Jewish faith. 

Still, to fully appreciate Elijah’s unwavering life; one needs to understand his place in history. He entered into 
Israel’s story during absolutely the lowest moment except for maybe the time of the Holocaust.  

On entering into the Promised Land under Joshua, the Israelites soon began crying out for a king like every 
other nation. So, after the judges, God raised up Saul, David, and Solomon – and for over 100 yrs, they led 
Israel. Of course, each of them had their good moments and their challenging moments. But they weren’t God. 
Then, after Solomon’s death, a civil war broke out and the kingdom divided in two regions – w/ Israel in the 
north and Judah in the south.  



During this time, the northern kingdom, Israel, had 19 wicked rulers while Judah in the south had 17 rulers (w/ 
8 of them following God). Ultimately, b/c of the gross wickedness of the kings, Israel was taken over by the 
Assyrians in 722 B.C, and then 136 yrs later, Judah was conquered by the Babylonians in 586 B.C.  
During this time, b/c of the wickedness of the kings and the waywardness of the people, God would raise up 
prophets to come and speak on His behalf to the people to call them to repentance. Men like Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Obadiah, Elisha, and of course – ELIJAH!         

I can’t underscore enough the wickedness of the kings in the north. Each ruler would do whatever he was 
expedient to seize the throne – story after story of betrayal, murder, collusion, genocide.  

The worst of the worst was a king named Ahab and his wicked wife Jezebel. The Bonnie/Clyde of antiquity. 

In the 38th yr of Asa king of Judah, Ahab son of Omri became king of Israel, and he reigned in Samaria over 
Israel 22 yrs. Ahab son of Omri did more evil in the eyes of the Lord than any of those before him. He not only 

considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of 
Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. He set up an altar for Baal in the 

temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to arouse the anger of 
the Lord, the God of Israel, than did all the kings of Israel before him. In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt 

Jericho. He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his 
youngest son Segub, in accordance w/ the word of the Lord spoken by Joshua son of Nun. 1 Kings 16:29-34 

Under Ahab, Israel plunged into deeper despair and idolatry – the dark ages. The people were led so far from 
God the name of Jehovah was all but forgotten as Israel had turned from Jehovah to worship Baal – the 
Assyrian god of rain and fertility. Enter Elijah.  

Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I 
serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 1 Kings 17:1 

When Elijah burst onto the scene, it’s seemingly from leftfield. God raised up a man who wouldn’t waver but 
would stand boldly to deal w/ the sin of the day! He was a bare-knuckle brawler who wasn’t afraid to get his 
hands dirty/bloody for God. 

Yet there’s more to Elijah’s story than Mt. Carmel. In Elijah, we see clearly the amazing process God uses to 
call, prepare, test, use, repair, and vindicate His people for His glory – a process God still uses today. 

I The Call of the COMMON 

Like God did w/ Abe, Moses, and David, God did w/ Elijah – and He does w/ us – he calls. He calls ordinary 
people into His extraordinary mission b/c their hearts are bent towards Him w/ a default set to yes.  

As already noted, Elijah was a nobody from nowhere – and so it is w/ anyone God’s ever called to serve His 
purposes. Who was Abe? He was a nobody, wandering nomad from Ur! And Moses? A nobody Jewish baby 
stowaway set adrift by his mother in the hope of saving his life! And David? A simple shepherd boy from the 
backwoods of Israel and 7th round pick by Samuel.    



Who are you? Who are any of us? We’re a group of nobodies from nowhere – who want to be a somebody 
somewhere. How else do you explain our relentless pursuit for our 5 secs of fame. Yet there’s more to our 
purpose than 5 secs in the spotlight. 

Truth – if we think more highly of ourselves than we should and be more concerned for our earthly comforts 
and conveniences than we are for God’s will and purposes, then our lives will have very little meaning and we’ll 
miss out on God’s best for us.  

II The Call of the CONVICTED  

If there’s one lesson to grasp from the life of Elijah, it’s that God is always looking for that one person who is 
willing to stand in the gap during difficult times. Someone who’ll stand up and say, “That’s wrong!” Someone 
who’ll proclaim in love, “Thus saith the Lord!” Men/women who’ll go toe-to-toe w/ what’s awry in our culture 
that smacks in the face of God. It begins w/ a conviction that something must change.  

conviction – being absolutely convinced/confident something is right/true and worth your commitment.   

Lest we forget, things in Israel were bad. One wicked king after another for nearly 200 yrs (6-8 generations) had 
plunged Israel into absolute chaos – and God was nowhere to be found. Look again at 1 Kings 16:29f.  
• Ahab was more wicked than all the kings before him 
• Ahab married a wicked, pagan wife – Jezebel 
• Ahab abandoned Jehovah and worshipped Baal 
• Ahab tore down the worship centers of Jehovah and erected altars to Baal/Asherah 
• Ahab had Jericho rebuilt against the wrath of God   

Question – Who’ll stand when everyone/everything falls? When God’s values are trivialized/exchanged for 
what’s popular, pleasing, and PC – who’ll stand in the gap for the ways of God? 

Mary Frances Bowley did. Back in 2001, she and a group of ladies, decided to stand up to stand in the gap for 
an injustice they were convinced God wanted to address – putting an end to sex trafficking in the Atlanta area. 
Since 2001, they’ve been able to free and assist over 3000 young ladies from this tragic issue in our culture. 
And it all began w/ a call from God and the conviction that something had to be done – and they were the 
people to do something about it. If you know the story, it’s nothing short of miraculous all that God has done/is 
doing in this incredible ministry. 

Apparently, God called Elijah b/c knew that Elijah couldn’t stomach it any longer. He could no longer sit back 
and wait for someone else to step up. His conviction was – “Here I am Lord… SEND ME!” Use my ordinary 
life in an extraordinary way to bring revival to your people and to turn our hearts to You. 

III The Call of the COURAGEOUS 

Do you know what it takes to step up/stand in for God? Courage! It requires guts! Nothing great for God has 
ever happened w/out someone having the courage to trust in God. 
  



But let’s be honest. Not everyone has the courage to stand up or the willingness to stand in the gap b/c while 
they may be aware of the need, they can’t seem to muster of the nerve to fight the good fight b/c they fear the 
cost/sacrifice is too great.  

Those who find comfort in the court of Ahab can never bring themselves to stand in the gap w/ Elijah. Swindoll 

Elijah had IT. He didn’t just believe something should happen; he was willing to be a part of the solution – so 
he confronted Ahab and delivered a bold message. 

As the Lord, the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years 
except at my word. 

Don’t miss this. Who was Ahab? The king of Israel – who thought he was a somebody. Who was Elijah? A 
nobody from nowhere. Who did Ahab follow? Baal, the god of rain/fertility. What was Elijah’s message? It’ll 
not rain until Jehovah says it’ll rain. Talk about throwing down the gauntlet. Elijah got in Ahab’s face. Elijah 
wasn’t just calling out Ahab, He was calling out Baal – and for that matter… Jezebel. 

He was a man on a mission, but listen to his message – he says, “I’m a prophet of Jehovah and there will be 
neither dew nor rain until God tells me to tell you.” 

You know what this means? Ahab, w/out rain, Israel will have no crops. W/out crops, you’ll face a famine – 
which means your livestock/people will die – and your god will be revealed as absent/impotent.    

Listen – if your brand of Christianity doesn’t have this kind of courage, then you need to check your faith. 

If your brand of Christianity hasn’t put that kind of metal in your backbone and that kind of courage in your 
heart, then there’s something terribly wrong either w/ the message your hearing or w/ your heart. But God is 
looking for men/women whose hearts are fully His, and whose courage is fortified by faith – who actually 
possess Christ w/ commitment instead of religion w/out resolve. God is looking for people who will stand up 
and not blend into the scenery of culture. 

It all begins w/ God’s call – and we all have a calling! The question is whether or not we have the humility, 
conviction, and courage to step up/stand out for God? And lest we forget or think too highly of ourselves – 
we’re all just nobodies from nowhere who God wants to make a somebody somewhere for His glory.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and 
enrichment. There is no legal copyright on this material. I have used many sources, 
and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. Any failure to cite a quote 
is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate 
your own Spirit-driven imagination. Additional study beyond this material will 
benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the 
source for any substantial amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority 
of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply preface your remarks by saying 
something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing in 
this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple 
citation may prevent any criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


