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I love when people come up clutch. Whether it’s a QB who throws a Hail Mary to win the game or a walk-off 
homerun to send your team into the next round of the playoffs – there’s something awesome when a person 
steps up and comes thru in a pressure spot. Last summer, I was a proud dad when Camden came up clutch w/ 2 
outs/2 strikes in the top of the 6th to drive in 2-runs to put our team in the lead against VA.    

But a sports hero pales in comparison to those people in history who stood up/stood tall when most others were 
shrinking around them. Whether it was William Wilberforce who stood to abolish slave trading in England, or 
Rosa Parks standing her ground during the civil rights movement, to Martin Luther nailing his 95 Thesis on the 
church door at Wittenberg to initiate the Reformation – these were true heroes who’s lives changed the course of 
history. 

Such could be said of the Prophet Elijah. Elijah lived during the most depraved time in Israel’s history as the 
people had abandoned Jehovah to serve the false gods around them. After 200 yrs of wicked kings, things 
finally reached a climax when King Ahab came onto the scene. The Bible says Ahab did more evil in the eyes of 
God than any king before him. But of all of his sins, the worst thing he did was to lead the people away from 
Jehovah towards the false gods of Baal/Asherah.  

Baal was the god of rain/fertility who was believed to have control over nature. Asherah was kind of like Baal’s 
wife. These false gods promised that if a person worshipped them, then they’d make their crops grow and give 
them a better life. But isn’t this what all false gods do – they promise what only the true God actually can 
provide? 

So, God raised up Elijah to confront Ahab and his lame leadership by telling him that b/c of his idolatry, God 
wasn’t going to allow it to rain until Ahab/Baal were exposed as impotent frauds. So, God allowed a famine 
upon the land which brought chaos/death w/ it.  

At this point, instead of going toe-to-toe w/ Ahab, God sent Elijah into hiding; only it wasn’t b/c Ahab wanted 
to kill Elijah, but b/c God wanted to prune/prepare him for what was to come – God had a bigger plan. So, 
God took Elijah to KR to cut away any unnecessary part in him that’d impede his ability to serve God.  Then 
later, God moved Elijah 100 miles across famine infested land when he was the most wanted man in the land so 
he could offer Elijah a series of pop quizzes to ensure the lessons at KR had taken root in his life. 

So, after affirming His work in Elijah in private, God called Elijah into the public arena. He called Elijah to the 
majors for what was easily one of the major events of the OT – the showdown at Mt. Carmel – a story that 
started w/ a slang and ended w/ a bang! 

If you’re not familiar w/ the story, Elijah went toe-to-toe w/ 850 false prophets for what amounted to a two-hit 
fight – God hit them, and they hit the ground. After they struck out w/ Baal, Elijah asked God to show up to 
show out to prove He alone was God. Which leads us to our text today and (4) truths about God’s call. 

I God’s Call requires CONVICTION  



So, Obadiah went and told Ahab and he went to meet Elijah. When he saw Elijah, he said, “Is that you, O 
troubler of Israel?” Elijah replied, “I have not made trouble for Israel, but you and your father’s family have. 

You have abandoned the Lord’s commands and have followed the Baals. 18:16-17 

We’re 3 yrs into the drought when Elijah steps from the shadows and into Ahab’s face for the 2nd time – and it 
began w/ a confrontation b/w Ahab/Elijah. Ahab says, Is that you O troubler of Israel? The Hebrew word means 
snake. So, Ahab calls Elijah a low-down, dirty snake who’s responsible for all of Israel’s woes.  

But Elijah doesn’t stand for it. He quickly replied to Ahab’s lie w/ the truth saying – Ahab, I’m not the reason 
for this famine, you are b/c of your idolatry – b/c you have put Baal before Jehovah. Did you see what he did – 
Elijah confronted the popular idea/lie that the gods of this world are greater than Jehovah.   

Conviction refuses to stand down but stands up to a lie 

Listen – in our world of spinning the truth. we can’t keep people lying nor can we make people believe the truth 
– but we absolutely can stand and speak the truth. 

II God’s Call requires CHOICE  

After re-engaging Ahab, Elijah calls for a good old fashion showdown at the Mt. Carmel corral – only he has a 
bigger fish to fry than exposing Ahab/Baal – Elijah wanted the people to make a decision on God. 

Now summon the people from all over Israel to meet me on Mt. Carmel. And bring the 450 prophets of Baal and 
the 400 prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” So, Ahab sent word throughout all Israel and 

assembled the prophets on Mt. Carmel. Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver b/w 
two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing. 

18:18-22 

This might be a good time to explain the difference b/w monotheism and polytheism. Mono means one – and 
poly means many. So, monotheism is the belief there’s only one God and all other gods are false gods; while 
polytheism believes there are many gods. 

As Christians, we’re monotheistic believing there’s one God who’s revealed Himself as Father, Son, and H.S.; 
yet we live in a polytheistic world.  

The scary truth is while we say we believe there’s one God, too often, we live polytheistic lives giving our 
loyalty to the idols of our culture. No, we’re not worshipping Baal/Asherah, but the gods of power, possessions, 
pleasure, or popularity – putting them ahead of God. 

Which makes Elijah’s question relevant to us today – How long will you waver b/w two opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him. 

This is similar to the question Joshua asked after the people had entered the Promise Land for the first time:  

Fear the Lord and serve him faithfully. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates 
River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 

yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the 



gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord. 
Joshua 24:15-16 

Let me translate Elijah/Joshua’s questions – They’re asking the people to pick a side and go all in. Make a 
choice. Choose God or choose a way that appears right to yourself – but stop playing games – whichever you 
choose – go all in and then see what happens!  

In other words – if you’re going to make possessions your god, then go for it! Do whatever it takes to get it all 
– beg, borrow, and even steal if you must – just go for it and don’t settle for a little when you can have a lot; or 
settle for most when you can have the most.  

If it’s power – then go for it. Do whatever it takes to get to the top – lie, cheat, steal, compromise. Step on and 
over whoever you must – just go for it. 

If it’s pleasure, then don’t hold back. Do whatever will make you feel good – drugs, sex, alcohol; you name it.  

If it’s popularity – then do what you must. If you need to tan it, pierce it, tat it, tweak it, lift it, puff it, tuck it, or 
twist it – then just do it! Do whatever you must to make people accept you and want to be like you. 

But if you’re going to choose to follow Jesus, then stop playing games and go all in. Trust Him. Follow Him. 
Obey Him. Serve Him. Share Him. Make a CHOICE! 

But notice. They looked at Elijah like a calf looking at a new gate. They chose to say nothing! And this is what 
far too many people are doing today w/ faith! We live non-committal lives in the hope that a better deal might 
just come along. 
  
III God’s Call requires CONFIDENCE 

Then Elijah said, “I am the only one of the Lord’s prophets left, but Baal has 450 prophets. Get two bulls for us. 
Let Baal’s prophets choose one for themselves, and let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set 
fire to it. I will prepare the other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of 
your god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire – He is God.” Then the people 
said, “What you say is good.” So, Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one of the bulls and prepare it 
first, since there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but don’t light the fire.” So, they took the 
bull given them and prepared it. Then they called on the name of Baal from AM till noon. “Baal, answer us!” 

they shouted. But there was no response. So, they danced around the altar they had made. At noon, Elijah began 
to taunt them. “Shout louder! Perhaps he’s deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he’s sleeping and must 
be awakened.” So, they began to shout louder, slashing themselves w/ swords and spears, as was their custom, 
until their blood flowed. As midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until the time for the 
evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered. Then Elijah said to the people, “Come here to 

me.” They came to him, and he repaired the altar of the Lord, which had been torn down. Elijah took 12 stones, 
one for each of the tribes descended from Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, “Your name 
shall be Israel.” W/ the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord, and he dug a trench around it large 

enough to hold two seahs of seed. He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then 
he said, “Fill 4 large jars w/ water and pour it on the offering and on the wood.” “Do it again,” he said. “Do it 

a 3rd time,” he ordered, and they did it the 3rd time. The water ran down around the altar and even filled the 
trench. At the time of sacrifice, Elijah prayed: “Lord, the God of Abe, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today 

you are God in Israel and I am your servant and have done all these things at your command. Answer me, Lord, 



so these people will know you are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” Then the fire of the 
Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, stones and soil, and licked up the water in the trench. 

There’s a lot going on in this part of the story, but it all begins w/ having confidence God will show up.  God’s 
call believes God is going to come thru.  

So, Elijah offers a proposal to determine which God is the one/only true God – so, he proposes a contest. And 
although the odds didn’t look good in his favor – 850 to 1 – He knew God would come thru. He knew Baal 
was a fraud and that his God would show up. 

Never Forget – When God is on your side – the odds are always in your favor 
There are many reasons he knew God would show up: 
• He knew God loved His people 
• He knew God had shown up before w/ others 
• He knew God had shown up before in his life 
• He knew God had called him for this moment 

When you know God and have experienced His power and presence in your life, it’s easy to have confidence 
He’ll show up – especially when His name is at stake. 

Thru out my life and ministry, I’ve always seen God provide in the craziest of ways. So long as we are seeking 
first His Kingdom/righteousness – God has always provided – ALWAYS.  Every once in a while, I’ll have a 
person on our staff share their concern, and I’ll say, “God is faithful… He will provide!” And she nods like – 
maybe! And when He provided, I always make a comment to which she replies: You were right! 
  
So, Elijah let’s the prophets of Baal go first – and what a sight it must’ve been. They get everyone/thing just the 
way they want it – but Baal never shows up. Do you know why? B/c he didn’t exist! He was a figment of their 
imagination! But o how they made a spectacle of themselves – dancing, chanting, and cutting themselves. 

Lesson – No matter how crazed/emotional we get – it doesn’t make it true and it doesn’t make it right.  

Now, just in case you don’t think God has a sense of humor, look at Elijah’s reply – he starts talking smack! He 
starts mocking the prophets of Baal. Where’s your god? Is he asleep, out to lunch – in the John? And I’m sure 
he’s laughing the entire time – all he needed was a recliner, popcorn, and a Coke to enjoy the show. 

But can I tell you what’s not funny? As I read this, I think about the 1,000’s of people in Israel who found 
themselves on the wrong side of this contest b/c of the pressure of culture – b/c of the legacy that was left to 
them by the deceived generation before them – b/c of it was simply expedient to follow Baal. It reminds me of 
too many people today who’ve forsaken the truth for PC. Who’ve been led astray by false teachers who tell 
them what their flesh wants to hear. People who’ve walked away to follow some false god who can’t fulfill their 
heart’s desire b/c that god doesn’t really exist.  

It wasn’t really funny to Elijah either – so he calls the Israelites to him. At around 3 PM, Elijah gathered the 
people for them to watch him. The first thing he did was rebuild the altar w/ 12 stones representing the 12 tribes 
of Israel to show the people that God loved them and wanted them unified instead of divided. Next, he doused 
the altar w/ water to make sure every one present would know it was God alone who consumed the sacrifice; 
and he asked God to show up.  



Point – If you know God for who He really is, then you’ll never be tempted to seek after some false god who 
promises everything, but can deliver nothing. 

IV God’s Call requires COMPLIANCE 

When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord – He is God! The Lord – He is God!” 
Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get away!” They seized them, and 

Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there. 18:39-40 

God requires obedience. God requires we zealously guard our hearts and protect our lives from anything that 
might steal us away from Him. He calls us to eliminate anything/everything that might garner our attention and 
invite us to drift away from Him. 

So, there you have it – if we’re going to come up clutch when God asks us to step up the plate w/ the game on 
the line in our lives – then we too will need such conviction that we’ll make a confident choice that will lead to 
our compliance/dependence on God.  

Camden – Stepped up ready to hit. 2 strikes on him – He swung – ball started foul – bounced fair. Clutch! 

Will you be clutch for Jesus!  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