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Have you heard the idiom – In your face? It’s an idiom of direct, bold confrontation. The formal definition is – 
an aggressive exclamation of triumph said after one has defeated someone else or proven them wrong.  

The idea originated in the U.S. back in the 1970’s as a form of trash talking among college/pro athletes in the 
heat of competition when one player got the better of the other. For example – in football, one guy lays out 
another on a hard hit and then stands over top of him like he’s conquered him. Or in basketball, one player 
dunks over another player and gets in his face as if to say – I own you… whatcha going to do about it? 

A month ago, I had a funny incident at the house w/ my 12 yr old son – Camden where I got in his face. I had 
just walked in the door from work when Meg said, “You need to talk w/ YOUR son! I told him to clean his room, 
take out the trash, and walk the dog – and has he done it?” I’m thinking – NO! So I open his bedroom door to 
find him on his bed playing – Play Station. I asked, “What are you doing?” His replied, “Playing Play Station!” 
Like… what does it look like I’m doing?  I said, “What did your mom tell you to do?” He gave me an absolute 
blank stare of complete/utter ignorance – no clue! I said, “Didn’t your mom tell you to clean your room, take out 
the trash, and walk the dog?” His look didn’t change – complete/utter ignorance. I said, “Son… Stand up!” And 
I get in his face. And as I’m going up one side and down the other, chewing him out… He started smiling. I 
said, “What are you smiling about?” He replied, “You have to look up to me to discipline me!”  

If you’re just joining us, we’re in the 5th lesson in the life of the prophet Elijah in 1 Kings talking about our 
unwavering response to the call of God in our lives. 

Let me catch you up. Elijah lived during the darkest moment in Israel’s history. After Solomon’s death and 
civil war, the nation was divided in two w/ Israel to the north/Judah in the south. In Israel, after 19 consecutive 
wicked kings, the people had lost sight of Jehovah and had been plunged into complete rebellion. But it wasn’t 
until King Ahab/Jezebel rose to power and began leading the people into the worship of Baal, that God said 
enough is enough! So, after 200 yrs of drifting, God raised up Elijah the Tishbite – a nobody from nowhere 
who God decided to make a somebody somewhere for His glory. 

When Elijah responded to God’s call, He immediately received an audience w/ Ahab where he declared to Ahab 
it wasn’t going to rain until God said it was going to rain. The significance of this prophecy was that Baal was 
the Canaanite god of rain/fertility – so in essence, God thru Elijah, was calling out Ahab/Baal telling them that it 
wasn’t going to rain until God had proved to His people Ahab/Baal were frauds.  

Yet instead of taking on Ahab/Baal in that moment – like He’s done w/ so many others before/after, God takes 
Elijah into hiding to prune/prep him for a bigger moment still to come. Then, to test to make sure Elijah had 
embraced the lessons at KR, He took Elijah to Zarephath to affirm His work in him. Meanwhile, God allowed 
the famine to make the people dissatisfied w/ Ahab/Baal – and open to something different. 

BTW – God still uses this strategy today in our lives. He’ll often take us into private to prep us for His public 
calling in our lives. And if/when we ever drift, God will orchestrate conditions to turn our hearts to Him.  

Which brings us to last week. After 3 yrs of drought, God moved Elijah back into the public for the showdown 
at Mt. Carmel. As we saw, God showed up/ out exposing Baal as a non-existent fraud and Ahab as a buffoon. 



Literally, in one ball of fire, the people were reignited for Jehovah. But that’s not the end of the story or the end 
of Elijah’s calling. It was just another giant step in the process. God still had to deal w/ Ahab and to begin to 
restore the land for His people.  

BTW – the same is true for each of us. God’s calling is never finished, it’s a continual story to be played out 
every day in the regular moments of life.   

Which brings us to our text today – We’re going to pick up where Elijah asked God to show up and act like 
God – and He did! And the fire of heaven fell.  

At the time of sacrifice, Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “Lord, the God of Abe, Isaac and Israel, let it be 
known today you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your 

command. Answer me, Lord, so these people will know you are God, and that you are turning their hearts back 
again.” Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also 

licked up the water in the trench. When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, “The Lord – He is 
God! The Lord – He is God!” Then Elijah commanded them, “Seize the prophets of Baal. Don’t let anyone get 

away!” They seized them, and Elijah had them brought down to the Kishon Valley and slaughtered there. 

So, they’re at the base of Mt. Carmel, 1,791 ft below the summit and the prophets of Baal have been killed; yet 
the job isn’t finished. Watch what occurs next. 

Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat/drink, for there’s the sound of a heavy rain.” So, Ahab went off to eat/drink, but 
Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face b/w his knees. “Go and look 
toward the sea,” he told his servant. And the servant went up and looked. “There is nothing there,” he said. 
Seven times Elijah said, “Go back.” The 7th time the servant reported, “A cloud as small as a man’s hand is 
rising from the sea.” So, Elijah said, “Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain 

stops you.’” Meanwhile, the sky grew black w/ clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain started falling and Ahab rode 
off to Jezreel. The power of the Lord came on Elijah and, tucking his cloak into his belt, he ran ahead of Ahab 

all the way to Jezreel. 

I believe Elijah shows us (5) things we must have if we’re going to finish the tasks God has called us to do. 

I We must have EARS that Hear 

Back Track – The prophets of Baal are gone, so Elijah got in Ahab’s face, and said, “Now that Baal’s gone, 
let’s deal w/ you! If you still don’t think Jehovah is God, let me remind you of what I told you the 1st time we met 
– ‘It’s not going to rain until Jehovah tells me to tell you!’” Well, bubba, it’s about to rain! 

Listen again (v. 41) Elijah said to Ahab, “Go, eat and drink, for there’s the sound of a heavy rain.” 

What exactly did Elijah hear? This verse gives the impression he heard rain; but I’m not so sure that’s what he 
heard – after all, he’s at the base of the Mt. Carmel on the opposite side from where the clouds came – he 
couldn’t have seen the clouds if they’d been there (and they weren’t present yet). He still had to climb up to the 
summit and pray. So, what did he hear? 

sound – Hebrew word refers to the sound of a voice. 



What was it Elijah heard? I think he heard the rhema of God. Elijah was certain the rain was coming not b/c 
of the smell of rain or a clap of thunder but b/c God whispered in his ear and said – “It’s time for the rain!”  

Learning to distinguish God’s voice in our lives is a crucial skill in following God and fulling His calling on our 
lives. In Scripture, there are (3) words about the voice of God – logos – rhema – and hupakouo.  

logos is the general expression of God’s truth that’s applicable to everyone. It is God’s truth needed for life and 
salvation – truth for everyone. The Bible is logos. In the Bible we find everything we need for life and 
godliness. It reveals to us the truth of God, the way of salvation, and the guidelines for following God.  

For the word (logos) of God is alive/active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Hb. 4:12 

rhema – is truth realized by revelation specific to you. It’s God speaking logos directly into your life by the 
revelation of the H.S to provide specific direction in your daily life. It’s about hearing God. 

Faith comes from hearing, and hearing comes through the word (rhema) of God.  Romans 10:17 

hupakouo – is truth embraced and lived. It’s our reply to logos and rhema – it is what we do when God speaks 
– obey. The word means to hear under. Each time it’s used in the N.T. it refers to responding in obedience to 
what’s been said – following orders. 

My sheep hear (akouo) my voice. I know them, and they follow me.  John 10:27 

Oversimplified – God gives us logos for us to KNOW Him, rhema for us to HEAR Him, and He calls us to 
hupakouo for us to OBEY Him. 

What’s key to hearing God? Frequent time in the Word and on your knees listening for to the H.S. 

Your frequency w/ God will get you on the correct frequency to hear from God 

II We must have KNEES that Bend 

Notice what Elijah did – he separated himself from everyone else to get alone w/ God. He climbs back up Mt. 
Carmel to humble himself before God to seek His face and to discover His will. 

If we hope to know/fulfill God’s will in our lives, it’ll require our constant willingness to bend our knees, bow 
our hearts, and seek His face – but this is hard to do when the world is raging around us – so we need to get 
alone and get honest before Him. 

Jesus actually spoke to this idea. When you pray, don’t be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in 
the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward 

in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Mt 6:5-7 

  
There’s no greater quality in the life of a believer than genuine humility/dependence on God. The best way to 
find humility is to spend time alone w/ God. 

III We must have EYES that See 



The 3rd quality we need to complete our calling is eyes that see – which is directly related to having faith.  

Faith is seeing what you know God has promised before it happens. It is trusting God to be faithful to His 
promises. 

God whispered into Elijah’s ear – the time has come – so Elijah sends His servant to scan the horizon for God’s 
promise to be fulfilled – and a cloud was seen! 

W/out faith it is impossible to please God. Hb. 11:6 

Don’t miss this – it’s not improbable but impossible to please God w/out faith. Thus, if we’re going put a smile 
on God’s face, we have to see w/ eyes of faith. 
IV We must have a MOUTH that Speaks 

Another quality we must possess is that we must have mouths that speak the truth of God to others in love.  

In this passage, Elijah has his servant deliver the news of God’s provision of rain to Ahab. Remember, Ahab 
was still at the bottom of the mountain and had only the brief word Elijah gave him earlier w/ no evidence rain 
was on the horizon. So, after Elijah sees that God has fulfilled His promise, he immediately sends word to Ahab 
to warn him of what was about to happen and to make sure Ahab knew Jehovah had come thru as He had 
promised. 

In the same way, we must be ready to share w/ others the hope that is w/in us. We must be willing to share w/ 
others not only the love of God but also the holiness of God and His inability to tolerate sin – always 
remembering that while God hates sin, He loves the sinner – and gave His life to rescue/redeem them. 

Share Jesus always – and when necessary – use words! 

IV We must have a FEET that Move  

The final quality we must possess if we’re to fulfill the call of God on our lives are feet that move – that is, a 
willingness to obey and act on our faith – a willingness to be the hands, feet, and voice of God to others – a 
willingness to honor God by serving others. 

A cursory reading of this part of the story is seemingly a bit odd – why would Elijah run ahead of Ahab’s chariot 
all the way to Jezreel some 18 miles away? 

In ancient times, when a king traveled, they were always preceded by a runner. This runner would announce the 
approach of the king and clear any obstacles that might hinder the king’s chariot from traveling the road. In this 
instance, when Elijah ran ahead of Ahab, he was making a statement – saying in effect – Ahab, I am a man of 
God and I hate sin and idolatry. However, I respect your office and I am willing to submit to you as my king, 
as you submit to God as yours." He served the King of heaven by serving the king of Israel. 

When I speak of having feet that move, I’m speaking of having a faith that works – a faith that serves – a faith 
that has motion and activity – and a faith that honors the king of heaven in every way. 



As I consider God’s God and finishing the task He has called us to do, I’m reminded of the story of George 
Smith, a missionary in Africa. From the outside looking in, it might appear that his ministry was a failure. He 
went to Africa to serve, but was driven from the country w/in weeks of arriving – leaving behind only one 
convert, a poor woman. Then, before he was able to return, he passed away while on his knees praying for 
Africa.  

It wasn’t until more than 100 yrs later that a missionary agency learned the impact of George Smith’s brief 
ministry in Africa – when they traced more than 13k converts back to his ministry.  

Point – We may never know the impact of God’s call on our lives, but God will use us for eternal purposes if 
we will remain faithful to the task for which he has called us.  

Let me say it another way – it is more important to be on of face before God than in the face of our culture – 
although sometimes God calls us to do both!  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