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Six weeks ago, we launched into a series in the life of Elijah to learn about God’s calling on our lives. I hope 
you’ve been enlightened/encouraged in how God is working in your life in fulfilling His calling in you.  

Yet the simple truth is, most of us struggle to decipher God’s will much less participate in it. We often times 
can’t see the forest for the trees b/c we tend to focus on the wrong things to try to determine our “calling.” 

It reminds me of a story about a pastor who received a call from a church who offered him a salary 4x what he 
was receiving at his current church. Being a devout man, he took time to pray about the decision to discern if it 
was what God wanted him to do. One day a friend saw the pastor’s son on the street and asked, “Do you know 
what your dad’s going to do?” The boy replied, “Well, Dad’s praying; but Mom’s packing!” If only the call of 
God was so clear, but it’s not always! 

As we’ve watched God move in/thru Elijah, we’ve seen how before God releases us for public service, He’ll 
often take us into private (to our KR) to prune and prepare us for service. Then to make sure we’ve learned our 
lessons, He’ll take us to our Zarephath to test us to see if those lessons have taken root – and if they have, He’ll 
move us from the private back into the public to use us for His glory.   

As we conclude our series, I want to consider one final aspect of God’s calling – finishing well. And there are 
(2) critical things to finishing well: (1) Sprinting thru the finish-line; and (2) Handing off the baton of faith to 
the next generation – and Elijah did both. 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah/Elisha were on their way from 
Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As surely as the 

Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they went down to Bethel. The company of the prophets at 
Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, “Do you know the Lord is going to take your master today?” Elisha said, 
“Yes, I know, so be quiet.” Then Elijah said, “Stay here, Elisha; the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” He said, “As 

surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they went to Jericho. The company of the 
prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, “Do you know the Lord is going to take your master from 

you today?” He said, “Yes, I know, so be quiet.” Then Elijah said, “Stay here; the Lord has sent me to the 
Jordan.” He replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, I will not leave you.” So, they walked on. 

Fifty men from the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place where Elijah/Elisha 
had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the water w/ it. The water divided to the 

right and to the left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to 
Elisha, “Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” Elisha said, “Let me inherit a double 

portion of your spirit,” Elijah said, “You have asked a difficult thing, yet if you see me when I am taken from 
you, it’ll be yours – otherwise, it will not.” As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot 
of fire and horses of fire appeared and separated them – and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha 

saw this and cried out, “My father! My father! The chariots and horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw Elijah no 
more. Then he took hold of his garment and tore it in two. Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak that had fallen 
from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and 

struck the water w/ it. He asked, “Where now is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When he struck the water, it 
divided to the right and to the left, and he crossed over. The company of the prophets from Jericho, who were 



watching, said, “The spirit of Elijah is resting on Elisha.” And they went to meet him and bowed to the ground 
before him. 2 Kings 2:1-15 

After living under the mighty hand of God for several yrs, the time for Elijah’s departure had arrived – and what 
an exit God afforded him. Elijah, along w/ Enoch are the only two people to step into eternity w/out having to 
enter thru the door of death. And from the context, it’s obvious Elijah knew he was going to be taken to heaven 
w/out passing thru death leaving us a fitting example of how we should seek to live as we await the coming of 
the Lord.  

I LIVE Your Life Today 

If you knew you had 1 month, 1 week, or 1 day to live – how would you live it? What would you do? Who 
would you want to spend it w/? What do you think would matter to you the most? Would you live out loud or 
shrivel up in a corner to bemoan the fact you were about to die? Would you be angry w/ God or thankful for the 
life He gave you and eternal life still to come? 

I believe Elijah teaches us that so long as we have breath in our lungs our calling is not yet complete – that if 
we’re not dead – than God’s not done! 

Let me say it another way – while we might retire from a career, we must never retire from our calling to 
follow Jesus – serve Jesus – and share Jesus. 

I remember hearing a story of a religious sect in TX who became convinced of a specific date when Jesus was 
going to return – they sold their possessions, quit their jobs, said goodbye to their families – then went to some 
mountain where they sat around for the rapture that never came. Folks, this isn’t what God has in mind for any 
of us. 

Now I know what some of you are thinking – I’ve served my time! I’ve paid my dues! I can’t do the things I 
once did? (No one expects you too). But you can be sure that God doesn’t expect you to throw in the towel of 
living for Him either. 

So long as you have a pulse, you’re still a part of God’s mission and calling for you to invest Jesus in you into 
someone else. His calling on each of us to serve others to Him in Jesus’ name is still alive/active. 

Can I share a pet peeve? Now, before I share it, I want you to know I already know I’m going to make 
someone here mad! I already know someone is going to disagree! And you may even think you have a right to 
be mad or disagree – and if this is you today, then let me encourage you to go to God about it. 

Here it is… I really struggle w/ people who think they’ve earned the right to be heard/served by others b/c of 
their age, social status, skin color, past service, etc. – but life owes no one! And neither does Jesus! In fact, it’s 
just the opposite – we owe Jesus everything! 

Do you not know your bodies are temples of the H.S., who is in you, whom you’ve received from God? You are 
not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore, honor God w/ your bodies. 1 Cr. 6:19-20 

Paul’s words to the Corinthians was addressing how they were living for their own desires/pleasures instead of 
living for God. But notice He didn’t say, “Only glorify God until you no longer feel the need to do it – or until 



you retire from work – or reach a certain age or status in life. He didn’t say to only serve until you feel like 
you’ve earned enough spiritual credits to squeak by. He said to serve Him – w/out a time stamp.  

Paul tells the Corinthians (and us) that we’re to live each moment of each day – for however many days God 
allows us to live on this earth – for the sole purpose of bringing honor/glory to God.  

Here’s the challenge! Until He returns or until you step into eternity – live for Him! Make Jesus a greater 
priority than yourself! Serve instead of wanting to be served! Give instead of wanting to receive! Choose to GO 
over choosing to STAY! Live on mission always ready to share w/ others the hope that’s w/in you. Serve here 
thru our church! Serve at the Bridge! Serve in the community! Go on a mission trip – around the world or 
across the street! Just don’t unplug or check out – engage for the sake of the Gospel.  

For I’m being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day – and not only to me, but to all 
who have lived for His appearing. 2 Timothy 4:6-7 

II GIVE Your Life Away  

I don’t know if you noticed, but in his final days (which he knew were final), Elijah lived w/ purpose as he and 
Elisha traveled from Gilgal, to Bethel, to Jericho… and finally to Jordan. 

Do you know why? Historians teach us that beginning during the days of Samuel, God had Samuel to establish 
schools for the prophets across Israel (early seminaries if you will). At the schools, young men were trained and 
discipled in the lifestyle of a prophet.   

W/out question, during the days of Elijah, he was the chief prophet and the anointed leader of Israel. Every 
young, would-be, aspiring prophet would want to have had the privilege of sitting under his tutelage. I believe 
Elijah made one final trip to the schools at Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho to encourage these young men to stand 
tall w/ Jehovah for Israel. I think he took a final tour around Israel to remember and to share the favor of God w/ 
those who’d carry on the truth! I also think he took a final lap to set Elisha up for success. 

Which brings up an important truth. In the story, on (3) occasions Elijah asked Elisha to stay back but Elisha 
refused. One could almost get the impression that Elijah didn’t want Elisha around – but I think it was 
something different – I think it was a test. I think Elijah was testing Elisha’s desire for the Lord to see if Elisha 
really wanted in the game. 

I know I’ve shared this story before, but it fits so well. When I was in 9th grade, I was called up to dress out for 
a varsity football game. While it was an honor, I didn’t want to dress out, I wanted to play – so, all game I hung 
out close to the coach. While my buddies were goofing off on the bench, I was hounding the coach. Wherever 
he went – I went. I have no idea how many times the coach bumped into me or how many times he told me to 
get out of his way. But at one point in the game, he asked me why I was so close to him and I told him b/c I 
wanted to play. Well, after running into me yet again, the coach finally put me in the game!  

I think Elijah was testing to see just how badly Elisha wanted to get into the game and serve the Lord! 



Of course, as we discover, Elisha asks for a double portion/share. Yet Elisha wasn’t asking for anything crazy, 
but for the blessing of a firstborn son as stipulated w/ the legal terminology in Deuteronomy 21:15-17. 

Do you know what Elisha is asking for from Elijah and from God? He’s asking for Elijah’s anointing. He’s not 
asking for fame/fortune, he’s asking for the H.S. 

This reminds me of a story involving D.L. Moody. Once he was scheduled to preach in England when an 
elderly pastor protested saying, “Why do we need this ‘Mr. Moody’? He’s uneducated, unheralded, and 
inexperienced…, who does he think he is anyway? Does he think he has a monopoly on the H.S.? To which 
another pastor responded, “No sir, Mr. Moody doesn’t think he has a monopoly on the H.S. but it does appear 
the H.S. has a monopoly on Mr. Moody.” 

All Elisha desired was for God to have a monopoly on him like God had on Elijah. 

Do you know where Elisha got this desire? He got it from following Elijah. It was caught/taught during his 
time following the old prophet.  

Can I tell you what I believe is the greatest ministry we have that’s been lost among too many churches and 
churchgoers today? The high privilege and priority of making disciples. This is the essential mandate Jesus gave 
us to us, but we’ve stumbled/struggled to achieve this mission. Disciple-making is a life2life process where one 
maturing believer invests Jesus in them directly into the life of another person for the purpose of helping them 
to know Christ, grow in Christ, and live for Christ. It’s not church! It’s not going to church or being a member 
of a church! It’s walking in intimacy w/ God, under the influence of the H.S., living according to the Word for 
the will of God to see the nations come to know God too.  
  
This is our ultimate calling – to walk w/ God and to give away to others what God has place in us. And if 
we’re to accomplish this calling – God will have to prune us, prepare us, practice us before He can put us into 
service. And once placed into service, we must be committed to finishing the race marked out for us. 

When it comes to the call of God on our lives, we’d do well to learn from Elijah that – well done will always be 
better than well said. Or as Ravi Zacharias has said – Beginning well is a momentary thing; but finishing well 
is a lifelong thing.    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