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It was a chilly April evening when the largest vessel ever to float at 800 ft long was gliding thru the north 
Atlantic w/ some 2,500 passengers asleep. Suddenly, the vessel struck an iceberg on its starboard side at 25 
knots. And there, some 400 nautical miles from Newfoundland, the ship quickly sank, and sadly, due to an 
insufficient number of lifeboats, the majority of its passengers were lost at sea. 

Does this story sound familiar? No it is not a retelling of the Titanic, but the plot of a novel entitled, Futility, (or 
The Wreck of the Titan) published 14 yrs prior to the Titanic setting sail – about a ship named Titan.  

In 1898, Morgan Robertson penned a novel about a disgraced former Naval officer named John Rowland, who 
took a job aboard Titan – the world’s largest vessel at the time. Robertson’s novel had so many similarities of 
the Titanic tragedy it is eerie.  The ship was considered “unsinkable.” Titan was 800 ft long – the Titanic 882 ft. 
Titan was cruising at 25 knots – the Titanic’s was at 22.5 knots. Titan held 2,500 passengers w/ 3,000 capacity – 
the Titanic held 2,200 w/ a capacity of 3,000. And both ships were hit on their starboard bow, around midnight, 
sinking in the north Atlantic 400 nautical miles from Newfoundland w/ an inadequate number of lifeboats to 
rescue her travelers. 

Let’s be honest… somethings are just sometimes too hard to fathom! It’s hard to believe. We need to see it to 
believe it. But as we’ve been learning, when it comes to following Jesus – seeing isn’t believing, believing is 
seeing – this is the heart of faith. 

Faith makes us sure of what we hope for and gives us proof of what we cannot see. Hebrews 11:1 

Meaning faith is trusting in what you can’t see b/c you know it is true, present, and trustworthy. 

But there’s more – Hebrews 11:6 says, w/out faith it is impossible to please God.  

Meaning – following Jesus requires faith. And faith is believing in God not b/c we see Him, but b/c we see the 
evidence of God all around us. And b/c we see the evidence of His existence, we trust in Him for our lives, b/c 
we’re certain He loves and cares for us and is capable of handling every detail. 

Over the past few weeks – we’ve talked about how our mission must fall in line w/ the Bible to influence all 
people into intimate followship w/ Jesus. And last week, we discussed WHY (it’s really simple), based on John 
3:16 and 1 Timothy 2:4 – it’s b/c God desires to have a satisfying, significant, and intimate relationship w/ 
everyone – He desires that no one perishes and that everyone comes into a relationship w/ Him. 

I believe if we’re going to see this take place, then it’ll require we have a clear plan of action, a strategic 
process, we’re committed to following and helping others to follow so we can experience all God has for us 
well into our future both individually/collectively. 

If God wants all people to experience a satisfying, significant, and intimate relationship w/ Him – our mission 
as a church must be to do all w/in our ability to influence all people into intimate followship w/ Jesus. The way 
we’re going to achieve this mission is by relationally making, maturing, mobilizing, and multiplying disciples 
who regularly experience God. 

https://www.amazon.com/Wreck-Titan-Futility-Morgan-Robertson/dp/1519682484/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&qid=1522070859&sr=8-1&keywords=The+Wreck+of+the+Titan&linkCode=ll1&tag=probefhos-20&linkId=0c364430421ee6d72976348221bf8e91


I MAKE Disciples – Go into the world and make disciples… 

When we speak of making disciples – we’re referring to helping all people to connect w/ Christ/His church 
• By connecting people to the Gospel 
• By connecting people into authentic community 
• By connecting people w/ God 

The simple truth is there are just (2) kinds of people in our world – people who are lost and people who’ve been 
found. And only those who’ve been found will experience God’s grace into eternity. But as we discussed last 
week – God wishes that no one perish but all come to repentance. 

II MATURE Disciples – Teaching them all I have commanded you… 

When we speak of maturing disciples – we’re talking about helping people to grow their faith so they can live 
an abiding life w/ God.  

• By moving people from isolation into community 
• By moving people from community into missional participation  
• By moving people from self-centeredness to Christ-centeredness 

It’s the difference b/w someone who experiences a genuine intimacy w/ GOD and someone who settles for a 
GOOD religious experience 

This is why I get out of bed in the AM; it’s to help rescue the religious from religion and the lost from lostness. 
B/c I lost Jesus at church, I’m compelled to help whoever will listen to save them the pain of trusting in their 
goodness instead of in God’s grace. 

Four Essentials to Thriving w/ God 

You are members of God’s family and you belong in God’s household w/ every other Christian. Eph. 2:19 

 A ONE w/ GOD 

When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your father, who is unseen. Matthew 6:6 

The most critical relationship is a person’s daily walk w/ God. This is the most essential relationship in our lives 
– to know and be known by God. To do this, we must follow Jesus’ example to separate ourselves on a regular 
basis to spend time w/ the Father to deepen our intimacy/trust in Him.  

Shut the world out, w/draw from all worldly thoughts and occupations, and shut yourself in alone w/ God, to 
pray to Him in secret. Let this be your chief object in prayer, to realize the presence of your heavenly 

Father. Andrew Murray 

 B ONE w/ FEW 

As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another. Proverbs 27:17 



Another component to following Christ is sharing in a Life2Life fellowship w/ 1-3 other believers who you 
have given permission to speak into your life and to walk alongside of you to provide encouragement and 
accountability. Alongsiding occurs when one maturing believer intentionally takes responsibility to spur along 
another believer into intimacy w/ God.  

 C ONE w/ SOME 

They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching, to the fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and to prayer – 
and all the believers met together constantly and shared everything with one another…, every day they 

continued to meet together in the temple courts. Acts 2:42-46 

The heart of the Gospel and the local church is the small group ministry. We’re not a church w/ small groups but 
a church of small groups. We believe God built the Church to be a community of believers willing to live their 
life together, love one another, and take the Word of God into their lives and their world.  

 4 ONE w/ MANY 

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds – not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing… Hebrews 10:24-25 

The Christian life isn’t just a matter of BELIEVING, it is also a matter of BELONGING. And we belong to 
something greater than ourselves. We’re part of God’s family w/ responsibility to encourage and help one 

another along in the faith. 

One w/ MANY is about being a part of the corporate family in worship and in service. From the early church 
coming together for corporate worship and throughout the centuries until today, the people of God have met to 
pray, encourage, worship together and be a part of something God is doing all over the world.  

III MOBILIZE Disciples – As you are going… 

When we speak of mobilizing disciples – we hope to release people to intentionally serve others to Jesus by 
meeting them at the point of their need.  

• Helping people discover their ministry uniqueness 
• Helping people develop a burden for people in need 
• Deploying people into missional service locally and globally to meet the need of others 

The simple truth is each/everyone of us have been saved, gifted, and called to a Divine purpose. It may be in the 
marketplace, in the workplace, or church place – but w/out a doubt, God has a plan for your life making a 
difference for His glory/good. 

For by grace you have been saved, thru faith and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God, not by works, so 
that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ to do good works, which God has 
prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10 

IV MULTIPLY Disciples 



The things you have seen and in me, these entrust into reliable men who will be qualified to teach others also.  
2 Timothy 2:2 

When we speak of multiplying disciples – we desire to see the Jesus in us invested into others so they might 
experience God’s best too. 

• By taking personal responsibility to help someone else to grow in the faith 
• By engaging in the ministry of alongsiding to make disciples who make disciples 
• By inspiring others to replicate Jesus in them into someone else 
Dawson Trotman – Born to Reproduce – asks: Men, where is your man? Women, where is your woman? Where 
is the one you led to Christ – and who now is going on w/ them? How many persons do you know by name 
today who were won to Christ by you and are now living for Him?” How is the life of Christ in you being 
multiplied thru you in the world? 



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


