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Good AM and Happy New Year. I hope you’ve had a wonderful holiday and are ready for a new decade. I know 
I am ready – chomping at the bit. 

Over the break, I spent a great deal of time thinking and praying for our church – and for you. And nearly every 
time I started to pray – I broke into a season of gratitude. Thankful for God’s presence in our church. Thankful 
for the love we experience w/ one another. Thankful for your desire to live/share the Gospel around the globe. 
Thankful for the generosity shared week-in and week-out. Just so very thankful for our church. God has been so 
very good to us. 

In considering our church, I thought we’d do well to begin this new decade w/ a renewing of our mission as a 
church. 2020 can be a year of 20/20 clarity. A year of vision/revelation. In fact, this is one of the reasons we’re 
asking everyone to join us over the next 40 days to walk devotionally together – 20 days preparing our own 
lives and then 20 days growing together. If you’ve not picked up a devotional guide, please do so today or 
download the PDF from the website. 

We’re also kicking off the year this Wednesday, Jan. 8, w/ a special night of prayer/praise @ 6:15 PM. I hope 
you’ll be here for this special time. 

The human brain is an amazing organ consisting of 100 bil. neurons communicating to one another thru a tril. 
connections called synapses. Functioning like a super computer, the brain processes input thru the 5 senses (and 
beyond) to send messages to the body to provide emotion, intelligence, creativity, memory, and more – all while 
directing the lungs to breathe, the throat to swallow, the stomach to digest, the mouth to speak, the heart to beat, 
and the body to function.  

One of the more interesting qualities of the brain is its ability to take incomplete/disjointed information and 
process it for clarity. Meaning – our brains don't just rely on what the eyes see, they also rely on what they 
expect to see. So, when something is obscure or unclear, the brain has the ability to correctly fill in the blanks. 
An example of this is called typo-glycemia. 

Aoccdrnig to rscheearch, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers are in a wrod, but olny taht the frist and lsat 
ltteer be in the rghit pclae bcuseae the biran deos not raed ervey lteter, but the wrod as a wlohe. 

Simply put, the brain can take incomplete information and draw a rational, often right conclusion.  

I think the same can be said of faith. Faith is when our minds believe even though we might not have all of 
the information to see. Faith trusts – even when what we’re trusting in isn’t always clear.  

As it pertains to God, faith is believing in God not b/c we see God but b/c we can see the evidence of God. 
Much like the wind, we can’t see it, but we can see the effects of it – so we knows it’s real. 

I’m reminded of the line in the Santa Clause, when elf Judy says to Tim Allen that seeing is not believing, 
believing is seeing. Meaning – Faith sees the unseen. 



As we step into a new decade – into 2020 – I want to challenge us to step out in faith to see what God has in 
store for us so that we have 20/20 vision for our future.  

For 2 yrs, I’ve been praying, studying Scripture, and dialoging w/ key leaders/staff about what God has next for 
us; and today I want to begin sharing what I believe are God’s next steps. But this isn’t a new vision but a 
continuation of God’s current vision for us. It’s what I believe God wants to do in/thru us for His glory. 

I Vision begins with GOD 

Where there is no vision, the people perish. Pr.  29:18 

Where there’s no clear direction of God, we flounder. 

Vision is often an overused/misused word in our culture b/c we often start w/ our ambition or wants. But true 
vision is more than a picture of what can be – it is a conviction from God of what must be. Biblically, vision 
speaks to the revelation/direction of God. 

vision (chazon) refers to a prophetic word from God for His people – the revelation of God. 

This is the key to the Christian life. We need God to speak to our lives to guide/direct us – otherwise we’re left 
to wander w/out direction. 

perish (pawrah) refers to a woman's hair left to flow out from its covering. Unconstrained in the wind her hair 
is directionless and blown in all directions. 

Point – As children of God, we must get our direction from God and not from ourselves/culture – otherwise 
we’ll find ourselves directionless and being tossed by the whims/desires of culture. Instead of being engaged in 
His will, we’ll find ourselves being conformed and stuffed into the mold of the world. (Romans 12:1-2) 

It begins w/ bending our knees and bowing our hearts before the Lord asking Him to be God in our lives. 

II Vision continues with FAITH 

Trust in the Lord w/ all of your heart, leaning not on your own understanding, but in all of your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct your steps. 

B/c I know life requires the direction/revelation of God, I put all of my trust in Him instead of in myself – and 
when I put His will/way above my own will/way – He will direct my steps. 

Faith is the essential ingredient. The Bible speaks of faith in Hebrews 11:1 – Faith makes us sure of what we 
hope for and gives us proof of what we cannot see. 

Meaning faith is trusting in what you can’t see b/c you know it is true, present, and trustworthy. 

Here’s the thing about faith we can’t miss – Hebrews 11:6 – w/out faith it is impossible to please God.  

NOTICE – the writer didn’t say it was improbable to please God – he said it was impossible to please God. 



In Paul’s prayer for the Colossians, he prays God will fill them w/ the knowledge of His will so they might walk 
worthy of the Lord to please God in every way.  

Meaning – the essential element in following God is living by faith. If we’re ever to see God move in a great 
way in/thru us; it’ll first require our belief/trust in Him 

The question then is where does faith originate. Romans 10:17 gives us some insight. 

Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. Romans 10:17 

Here’s where we come full circle w/ Proverbs 29. The NT word for revelation is rhema – which is translated – 
word. Paul says faith comes by hearing the revelation of God – we hear/respond in faith to His direction. 

III Vision requires a RESPONSE 

True faith is always tethered to action. Vision requires an active response to God’s initiative in our lives. It 
requires obedience to His leading. Simply stated, God speaks; and we should be compelled to respond. 

Several months ago, a group of church leaders began reviewing the heart of our ministry – that is, we began re-
asking the core questions of why do we exist? What is our purpose? How do we engage our mission? Etc. 

Here’s what we concluded. Based on Colossians 1:28 

He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone w/ all wisdom, so that we might present 
everyone fully mature in Christ. Colossians 1:28 

 A Our WHAT  (Purpose) 

To influence all people into intimate followship w/ Jesus 

 B Our WHY  (Motive) 

B/c God wants all people to experience a satisfying, significant, and intimate relationship w/ Him… 

 C Our HOW  (Strategy) 

By relationally making, maturing, mobilizing, and multiplying disciples who regularly experience God 

D Our HOPE  (Objective) 

To see the people of FBC Peachtree City launch a movement of healthy disciple-making ministries across 
southwest Atlanta and around the world 

This AM – I want to take a few min. to refresh your memory on the heart of why any church should exist. 



When Paul penned these words, he was defining the mission for every church. His statement was a restating of 
Jesus’ words in to His disciples in Matthew 28:19-20, when He commissioned the 12 to go into the world to 
make disciples of all nations. 

But what is a disciple? A disciple is someone who knows/follows Jesus. It is someone who’s been saved and 
who is in the process of becoming more like Jesus every day. It’s someone who’s more than a convert, but one 
who’s become an intimate follower of Christ. 

But there’s more to this idea than meets the eye; which begs the question – what does it mean to present 
everyone fully mature in Christ? To appreciate this calling/mission requires that we define what it means to be 
fully mature in Christ.  

In Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus offers a clear picture of the attributes/characteristics of a mature follower.  

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, 
they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 

earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the H.S., and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, 

I am w/ you always, to the very end of the age.” 

A Disciple is AVAILABLE to God 

The disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

Do you realize what Jesus asked of them? They were in Capernaum on the north shore of Galilee and He asked 
them to meet Him on Mt. Hermon – over 30 miles away and 9,000 ft in elevation – and they showed up. Why? 
B/c they were convinced Jesus was who He said He was and did what He said He’d do.  

We’ll only make ourselves available when we’ve become convinced of who He is and what He has done.  

For Christ’s love compels us, b/c we’re convinced One died for all, and therefore all died…  2 Cr. 5:13 

Are we so convinced of Jesus we’ll exchange our life ambition for His life-giving mission?  

A Disciple has AFFECTION for God 

When they saw Him, they worshipped Him; 

They worshipped Him. They respectfully responded to Him giving Him His rightful place in their lives. 

Notice they didn’t hold hands in a circle and breakout into Kumbaya, or listen to a sermon, or take up an 
offering and call it worship. They loved Him.  

Worship isn’t singing songs or going to church – it’s giving your mind’s attention, heart’s affection, and life’s 
actions fully to the Lord at all times and in all situations to honor/proclaim His name. It’s giving God His 
rightful place on the throne of your life and then honoring Him thru your life. It’s loving God w/ all your heart, 
mind, soul, and strength and living surrendered to Him for His glory. 



A Disciple Submits to the AUTHORITY of God 

All authority in heaven/earth has been given to me. 

Let this soak in. Jesus said to His followers, “I have all authority in heaven/earth and I have put it at your 
disposal to accomplish my mission.”  

Don’t miss this – Access to this power only comes thru our submission to His person/purposes. When we abide 
in Him was are plugged into His power. 

A Disciple Lives for the AGENDA of God 

Go/make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and H.S. and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. 

What’s God’s agenda?  Lk. 19:10 says Jesus came to seek/save the lost. His agenda is to lead the lost creation 
back to w/ Himself. We do this in (3) ways: 
  
• SHARING the Word – As we go, we introduce people to Jesus by telling them of God’s love. 

• SOW the Word – As we go, we plant God’s truth in others by investing the lessons Jesus has taught us into 
them until they’re able to feed on God.  

A Disciple Relies on the ASSURANCE of God 

Surely, I am w/ you always, to the end of the age. 

A disciple doesn’t jump ahead of God, but waits upon the leading of God and the prompting of the H.S. This 
requires listening/responding to His leading. 

A disciple waits for God’s stamp of approval. He doesn’t move until he knows God is IN it/FOR it. He makes 
sure God is WITH Him. He doesn’t jump ahead or move unless God’s fingerprints are on it.   

If we’re going to present everyone mature in Christ, it’ll require that we’re AVAILABLE to God, w/ an 
absolute AFFECTION for God, willing to submit to the AUTHORITY of God, as we live for the AGENDA 
of God, awaiting the ASSURANCE of God. 

So, let me invite you to join me over these next 40 days to seek the Lord together. To walk together in God’s 
word. To talk w/ each other about what He is revealing to us individually/corporately. To engage our community 
and world in the name of Jesus to share His love and grace w/ others.  



DISCLAIMER: These messages are offered for your personal edification and enrichment. There is no legal 
copyright on this material. I have used many sources, and I have always attempted to cite any exact quotations. 
Any failure to cite a quote is simply an oversight on my part. 

If you are a preacher or teacher, I encourage you to use this material to stimulate your own Spirit-driven 
imagination. Additional study beyond this material will benefit both you and your listeners. 

You have my full permission to use any of this material as long as you cite the source for any substantial 
amount used in your message. If you borrow the majority of a message or outline, I encourage you to simply 
preface your remarks by saying something like: “Some (or “much” as the case may be) of the ideas I’m sharing 
in this message came from a message by Pastor Joey Rodgers in Georgia.” This simple citation may prevent any 
criticism that may be directed toward you. 

Pastor Joey Rodgers


