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Good AM Church family/online guest. I think few of us could’ve 
imagined our lives changing so rapidly over this past week – but it 
has. It’s my hope/prayer that we are remaining calm/optimistic in 
spite of the fact that our stores are being ransacked for TP. 
 
W/out question, we’re in unprecedented times. Never could I have 
imagined churches moving to online services while cancelling 
ministry event/programs for the good of the whole – and yet there’s 
never been a more critical time for us to trust in the Lord and to 
minister His love/grace. 
 
But let’s be upfront/honest. We have no idea what the next few 
days/weeks might hold for us, but we can be certain our Sovereign 
Lord hasn’t been taken by surprise by any of this and that He’s still 
on His throne. 
 
Over this past week, likely as you have, I’ve been met w/ the 
extremes of an ultra-conservative response to the virus to an ultra-
apathetic. Personally, I believe prudence w/out hysteria is a most 
reasonable posture.   
 
As I’ve been praying about this AM, my mind has continually been 
drawn to 2 Timothy 1:7 –  
 

For God has not given us a Spirit timidity (fear), but one of 
power, love, and self-discipline. 

 
In this text, Paul is encouraging his young protégé in the faith as he 
begins his ministry in Ephesus. Timothy was facing the challenge of 
leading a large church in a hostile, anti-Christian city under Roman 
rule. 
 
 



In this encouragement, Paul reminds Timothy that no matter his 
earthly circumstances, God will not leave him powerless to 
accomplish His missional mandate. He reminds him that his calling 
is dependent not on his abilities/ingenuity, but on the H.S. His job 
was to live under the influence of the H.S. in surrender/obedience. 
 
Lest we forget, no one can successfully live the Christian life under 
his own power.  This is why God deposited His H.S. into our lives 
when we received Him as our Lord/Savior at salvation. 
 

Don't you know your body is the temple of the H.S., who lives in 
you and who was given to you by God? You no longer belong to 
yourselves but to God; He bought you for a price. So now, use 

your bodies for God's glory.  1 Corinthians 6:19 
 
Meaning that b/c the H.S. lives in us, we don’t have to live in the 
fear of this world (no matter our earthly circumstances), b/c we can 
live in the power, love, and discipline of God – if we will trust Him. 
 
Meaning – strength/courage doesn’t come naturally thru our flesh, 
but supernaturally by the H.S. 
 
Why is this important? B/c at a time like this, when times are 
uncertain and questionable – the world is needing the people of God 
– those of us who by faith trust in Christ – to walk in faith and not 
in fear. The world is once again needing the people of God to be the 
hands, feet, and voice of God in the midst of trying and uncertain 
times. 
 
I say once again – b/c this isn’t the first time that our world needed 
Christians to be like Christ. I think about the days of Rome after 100 
A.D.  
 
The church flourished in spite of great persecution b/c in the face of 
great opposition against them, the church exhibited great courage, 
compassion, and community to everyone no matter who they were 
or where they came from – just as Jesus had modeled to them. 
 



The Lord is my light and salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is 
the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1 

 
And I could go on and on. Why? B/c the Word of God is the truth 
and comfort of God. It is truth to guide us, encourage us, inspire us, 
and help us. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the 
Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the 

Lord are right, bringing joy to the heart. The commands of the 
Lord are clear, giving insight for living. The fear of the Lord is 

pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are true; each one 
of them is righteous. They are more desirable than gold, even the 

finest gold. They are sweeter than honey, even honey dripping from 
the comb. By them your servant is warn, and in keeping them there 

is great reward. Psalm 19:7-11 
 
If we’re going to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus to our world 
in these days – it’ll require that we rise above the fray to SHOW the 
love of God, SPEAK the grace of God and STAND on the promise 
of God. 
 
I’m reminded on the words of St. Teresa of Avila: 
 
Christ has no body but yours, No hands. No feet on earth – but 
yours. Yours are the eyes w/ which He looks w/ compassion on 

this world. Yours are the feet w/ which he walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands w/ which he blesses all the world. Yours 
are the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes – you are 

his body. St. Teresa of Ávila 
 
Questions:  
• What does it mean to you to be the hands, feet, and voice of Jesus 

to others? 
• What are some practical ways we can be the hands, feet, and 

voice of Jesus to others during this event with the Coronavirus? 
• What is one promise of God you can hold on to during this time? 

In the 2nd century, the church was given an opportunity to show the 
love of God when the Plague of Galen struck the Roman empire 
claiming the lives of 1/3 of the citizens. A century later, another 
epidemic claimed the lives of over 5,000 people a day in Rome 
alone. 
 
When the healthy/wealthy fled for their lives, it was the church who 
remained to care for the sick/dying by attending to the 
physical/emotional/spiritual needs. In this selfless, Christ-inspired 
act, people were rescued on earth and into heaven. This is what 
occurs when the church lives as the hands, feet, voice of Jesus 
instead of choosing to shrink in challenging times. 
 
What is the church to do at such a time as this? How can we as Jesus-
followers represent God’s kingdom during a crisis? Borrowing from 
Pastor Craig’s blog this week, I want to challenging our thinking. 
 
I This is a Time to SHOW the Love of God 
 
But we were gentle among you, like a nursing mother taking care 
of her own children. Being affectionately desirous of you, we were 

ready to share w/ you not only the gospel of God but also our 
very lives, b/c you had become so dear to us. 1 Thessalonians 2:8 

 
Before we can earn the right to speak the grace of God, we must 
SHOW the love of God. 
 
Sharing the love of Jesus doesn’t happen w/ words, but w/ 
presence/actions. It happens thru our lives as we demonstrate the 
love/compassion of Jesus in practical ways by caring for people at 
the point of their need.  
 
Like leaving a package of TP or a box of food for someone else 
instead of hoarding it b/c you’re afraid you might run out. 
 
Like providing/delivering meals to children/families who depend on 
the school system for food.  
 



Like giving above/beyond your tithes to help a family whose wages 
have been cut due to a loss of hours but who’s bills are still coming 
at the end of the month. 
 
By actually practicing social distancing and following the directive 
of our public officials to call your doctor before going to the hospital 
in order to leave beds open for those who are truly sick and in need. 
 
II This is a Time to SPEAK the Grace of God 
 
This may sound like we’re taking advantage of a crisis, but the truth 
is many people are looking for comfort, encouragement, and hope – 
and there’s no greater source of hope than the grace of God. 
 
The grace of God is the Gospel – the good news that God so love 
the world He gave His only Son to die on an old rugged cross to 
rescue humanity from the sinful, fallen condition of this world. 
 
Make no mistake, COVID-19, the flu, SARS – and every other 
disease/sickness we face in this world is b/c of sin. When man fell 
back in Eden – everything fell. And the result is that we now live in 
a fallen world where sin and its consequences run rampant to take 
their toll, b/c the wages of sin is death. 
 
But God then God did for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves – He 
provided a single solution to the infection of sin in the person of 
Jesus Christ – who entered humanity for the sole purpose of dying 
on the cross to make a satisfactory atonement for sin. This is grace 
– that God so loved you that He died for you to save you from the 
power, pain, and penalty of sin. 
  
So, in speaking the truth in love to point people to the God who 
loves them w/ an unfailing love is the most loving and generous 
thing we can do. 
 
Practically, we can speak the grace of God by: 
 
Listening to the concerns of others and offering them a word of 
encouragement that points them to trust God. 

It could be a word of hope to help calm a person’s fears or worries 
– or to give them advice on where they can find the resources to 
meet their immediate need.  
 
It could be as simple as not spreading the rumors and untruths being 
shared on social media or giving wrong advice b/c you get sept up 
in the hype of the moment. 
 
It could be a simple presentation of the Gospel to point them to the 
Savior who loves them unconditionally and desires for them to be 
saved. 
 
III This is a Time to STAND on the Promise of God 
 
Worry doesn’t empty tomorrow of its sorrows; it empties today of 

its strength. Corrie Ten Boom 
 
Whether in a moment of hope or sorrow, joy or worry, the most 
comforting blessing I’m aware of is the truth of God found in the 
Bible. There’s something amazing about the infallible, unchanging 
Word of God that gives hope in every season of life.  
 
I love you, Lord b/c You are my strength. The Lord is my rock, my 

fortress, and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I find 
protection. He is my shield, the power who saves me, and my place 

of safety. I called on the Lord, who is worthy of praise, and He 
saved me from my enemies. Psalm 18:1-3 

 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie 
down in green pastures: he leads me beside the still waters. He 

restores my soul: he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. Even though I walk thru the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for you are w/ me; your rod and staff, 

they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies: you anoint my head w/ oil; my cup runs over. Surely 
goodness/mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Psalm 23 
 


